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2040
climate target deal seen as ‘positive’  
by EU ahead of COP30

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 19 SNY
Colombo 29 25 TDS
Dhaka 33 25 TDS
Dubai 44 28 SNY
Houston 30 23 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 20 13 SNY

Los Angeles 32 19 SNY
Melbourne 17 5 LC
Moscow 28 13 SNY
New York 26 15 SNY
Singapore 32 25 TDS
Toronto 23  13 SNY
Washington 26 14 SNY
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A S I A  M AT T E R S

SEAWALLS AND 
MANGROVES TO 
PROTECT JAVA  
A new plan will integrate 
seawall construction with 
mangrove restoration 
along Java’s northern 
coast to shield 
communities from 
environmental hazards, 
officials said. Coordinating 
Minister Agus Harimurti 
Yudhoyono explained that 
President Prabowo 
Subianto called for a 
combined approach, using 
seawalls in areas with 
severe land subsidence 
and mangroves where the 
geography is more stable. 
The initiative aims to 
shield residents and key 
industrial zones along the 
Pantura coast from 
flooding and land loss. 

THAKSIN TO 
SERVE 1-YEAR 
JAIL TERM
Supreme Court ruled that 
former Prime Minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra must 
return to prison to serve a 
one-year sentence in the 
“14th floor” corruption case. 
Thaksin had been released 
under special parole and 
treated at Police Hospital, 
but the court dismissed 
claims about his medical 
condition and royal pardon, 
stating he had not served 
time in prison. The ruling 
resets his sentence from the 
beginning. Thaksin arrived 
at the SC under heavy 
security, accompanied by 
his lawyer and daughters, 
and was immediately 
provided inmate clothing 
following the verdict.

TWO PLEAD GUILTY  
IN BULLYING CASE

Two 17-year-old students pleaded 
guilty to injuring a classmate at a 

vocational college. They punched and 
kicked the victim in a hostel corridor. 
Magistrate Sharifah Amirda allowed 

bail of RM500 each and set October 1 
for character reports and sentencing 
under Section 323 of the Penal Code.
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THAILAND Graft under Oli’s watch as 
prime minister was his nemisis
KATHMANDU

VETERAN politician K P Shar-
ma Oli, who wrecked many gov-
ernments in the past, kindled 
hopes for much-needed political 
stability in Nepal when he as-
sumed power for the third time in 
2024, but that proved to be short-
lived due to his own actions.

Known for his pro-China 
stance, Oli was forced to resign 
in the face of  massive protests 
by youths over corruption and 
a government ban on social 
media that resulted in the 
death of  at least 19 people in 
police firing and injuries to 
hundreds.

The 73-year-old leader’s oust-
er has once again pushed Ne-
pal, which has had 14 govern-
ments in the last 17 years, into 
political instability. 

He came to power in July 
2024 after he ditched his one-
time friend Pushpa Kamal Da-
hal ‘Prachanda’ and joined 
hands with his foe-turned-
friend Sher Bahadur Deuba, 
who was leading the largest 
party - Nepali Congress - in the 
House of  Representatives. Oli, 
chairman of  CPN-UML, de-
fended breaking with ‘Prach-
anda’ to ally with the Nepali 
Congress, calling it key for sta-
bility and development.  PTI

ICC holds in-absentia hearing for fugitive Kony
THE HAGUE: The International Criminal Court began its first-ever in 
absentia hearing on Tuesday against Joseph Kony, fugitive leader of 
Uganda’s Lord’s Resistance Army. Facing 39 counts of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity, Kony is accused of terrorizing northern Uganda 
and neighbouring countries for decades, including using child soldiers 
and mutilating civilians. Prosecutors presented graphic evidence of his 
crimes, while defense lawyers argued the hearing fair trial rights. 

Russian glide 
bomb kills 24 
pensioners in 
Ukraine village
DONETSK REGION

A Russian glide bomb struck a village in 
eastern Ukraine on Tuesday as people 
stood in line in the open air to collect 
their monthly pension. The blast killed 
at least 24 people and injured 19 others, 
the Ukraine Emergency Service said.

The bomb hit the Donetsk region vil-
lage of  Yarova at around 11 a.m. local 
time, authorities said. The village lies 
less than 10 kilometers (6 miles) from 
the front line. Donetsk regional head 
Vadym Filashkin said 23 of  the dead 
were pensioners.

Yarova resident Hennadii Trush said 
his wife was killed in the blast as she 
waited to collect the pension of  her bed-
ridden mother-in-law. Afterward, Trush 
fled Yarova with his elderly mother, who 
was carried out on a stretcher.

In shock and with soot still on his face, 
Trush wept as he described the scene of  
the attack. “It was beyond words,” he 
told The Associated Press. “Before, 
strikes landed on the outskirts. This 
time it was right in the center of  the vil-
lage.” It was the latest Russian attack to 
kill civilians. 

More than 12,000 Ukrainian civilians 
have been killed in the three-year war, 
the United Nations says. “Frankly bru-
tal,” Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said in a post on Telegram of  
Tuesday’s attack, urging the interna-
tional community to make Russia pay 
economically for its full-scale invasion 
through additional sanctions. AP

Israel hits Hamas leaders in Qatar amid truce talks
Military says Hamas orchestrating war struck 
with ‘precise munitions, added intelligence’

DUBAI

ISRAEL launched a strike on 
Hamas’ leadership in Qatar on 
Tuesday as they discussed a US 
proposal for a ceasefire in Gaza, 
officials said. It marked a stun-
ning extension of  Israel’s cam-
paign against the militant 
group and risked upending ne-
gotiations aimed at winding 
down the war and releasing Is-
raeli hostages.

Black smoke rose over the 
skyline of  the Qatari capital, 
Doha, with authori-
ties there acknowl-
edging the strike. It 
wasn’t immediately 
clear if  anyone was 
hurt in the attack.

The assault marks 
the second time the 
energy-rich nation 
has been directly at-
tacked in the nearly 
two years of  war that 
have gripped the wid-
er Middle East since 
Hamas’ October 7 attack on 
southern Israel. Qatar has 
served as a key negotiator in ef-
forts to end the conflict. It also 
calls into question whether any 
negotiations immediately will 
continue. UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres condemned 
the attack, saying “all parties 
must work towards achieving a 
permanent ceasefire, not de-
stroying it.” Israeli military 
hinted the air force carried out 
the strike, as Qatar Airways 
flights continued landing and a 
Qatari jet took off  on patrol. Is-
raeli officials have sent mixed 

messages throughout the war, 
relying on Qatari mediation 
while also questioning its will-
ingness to put pressure on Ha-
mas. In a statement after the at-
tack, which didn’t specifically 
name Qatar, Israel’s military 
said Hamas’ leaders were “di-
rectly responsible for the brutal 
massacre, and have been orches-
trating and managing the war 
against the State of  Israel.”

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said he or-
dered the strikes targeting Ha-

mas leaders in Doha, 
following a deadly 
shooting in Jerusa-
lem a day earlier 
claimed by the Pales-
tinian militant group. 
“Yesterday, following 
the deadly attacks in 
Jerusalem and Gaza, 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
Netanyahu instructed 
all security agencies 
to prepare for the pos-
sibility of  targeting 

Hamas leaders,” said a joint 
statement from Netanyahu and 
Defence Minister Israel Katz.

It said they are increasingly 
optimistic that Hamas’s leader-
ship was killed after 10 bombs 
were dropped on the site, noting 
that Hamas has tried to conceal 
the loss of  its leaders in the past.
The Israelis said it used “pre-
cise munitions and additional 
intelligence” in the strike, with-
out elaborating.  

Qatar condemned what it re-
ferred to as a “cowardly Israeli 
attack” on Hamas’ political head-
quarters in Doha.  AP/AFP

DEIR AL-BALAH

ISRAEL’s military warned 
Gaza City residents on Tuesday 
to evacuate ahead of  its planned 
offensive to take control of  
what it portrays as Hamas’ last 
remaining stronghold and 
where hundreds of  thousands 
of  people remain struggling 
under conditions of  famine.

The warning came hours be-
fore Israel launched a strike 
targeting Hamas’ leaders in 

Qatar, officials said, intensify-
ing its campaign against the 
militant group and endanger-
ing negotiations over ending 
the war in Gaza. 

The warnings directed at 
Gaza City were the first calling 
for a full evacuation. Until now, 
the military has only told spe-
cific sections of  the northern 
city to evacuate ahead of  op-
erations or strikes. Associated 
Press reporters saw lines of  
cars and trucks leaving, more 

than previous days passing 
from northern to southern 
Gaza on Tuesday. Children and 
adults sat atop piles of  blan-
kets, pillows, chairs, and cloth-
ing stacked on trucks and 
wagons.

As part of  Israel’s ramped up 
offensive, it said it has demol-
ished 50 high-rise buildings in 
Gaza in the past two days. Is-
raeli leaders have accused Ha-
mas of  using the buildings for 
military infrastructure.  AP

Pro-Palestinian 
protesters rally at 
London arms fair
London: Pro-Palestinian 
protesters gathered on 

Tuesday outside a major 
arms fair in London as it 

opened without the presence 
of Israeli government 

officials because of tension 
between Britain and Israel 

over the Gaza conflict. 
Police watched as around 

300 protesters waved 
Palestinian flags and held 
up placards including one 
reading “UK: Stop arming 

Israel. Stop the Gaza 
Genocide.” Three protesters 
were arrested for assaults 

on police officers, London’s 
Metropolitan Police said.

Gaza aid flotilla 
reports boat strike  

in Tunisia
Tunis:  An international 

activist group seeking to 
deliver aid to Gaza on a 

flotilla says one of its boats 
was hit by what it believes 

was a drone while docked in 
Tunisia. Tunisian authorities 
denied a drone was involved

and said they are 
investigating a fire in a life 

jacket aboard the boat. The 
Global Sumud Flotilla said in 
a statement overnight that a 
vessel known as the “Family 

Boat,” traveling under a 
Portuguese flag, “was struck 
by a drone,” but that no one 

aboard was hurt. Group’s 
video showed a flash hitting 

a boat, sparking a fire.
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A truck carrying people evacuating southbound from Gaza City  |  AFP

Benjamin Netanyahu Netanyahu tells residents 
of Gaza City to ‘leave now’

LANSING

A Michigan judge dismissed 
criminal charges on Tuesday 
against a group of  people 
who were accused of  at-
tempting to falsely certifying 
President Donald Trump as 
the winner of  the 2020 elec-
tion in the battleground 
state, a major blow to prose-
cutors as similar cases in 
four other states have been 
muddied with setbacks.

District Court Judge Kris-
ten D Simmons said in a 
court hearing that the 15 Re-
publicans accused will not 
face trial. The case has 
dragged through the courts 
since Michigan Attorney 
General Dana Nessel, a Dem-
ocrat, announced the charg-
es over two years ago.

Simmons said she saw no 
intent to commit fraud in 
the defendants’ actions. 
Whether they were “right, 
wrong or indifferent,” they 
“seriously believed” there 
were problems with the elec-
tion, the judge said. “I be-
lieve they were executing 
their constitutional right to 
seek redress,” Simmons 
said. Each member of  the 
group, which included a few
high profile members of  the 
Republican Party in Michi-
gan, faced eight charges of  
forgery and conspiracy to 
commit election forgery.  
The top felony charges car-
ried a maximum penalty of  
14 years in prison.   AP

Michigan 
court drops 
case against 
fake electors
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