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Police blocked a CPI(M) delegation en route to meet workers on strike in Noida. The
delegation included General Secretary Com. M. A. Baby, PB members, Com. Amra

Ram MP and Com. R. Arun Kumar, and Kerala MPs Com. V. Sivadasan and Com. A. A.
Rahim. Several workers and CITU leaders had already been arrested.

Case againstloanapp in Y ACATION TURNS TRAGIC FOR TEACHERS

student suicide; faculty
denied anticipatory bail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Kasaragod

THE Chakkarakkal police on
Friday registered a case against
loan app Insta Pay for allegedly
harassing first-year BDS stu-
dent Nithin Raj, who died by
suicide on the premises of Kan-
nur Dental College on April 10.
Meanwhile, the Thalassery Ses-
sions Court rejected the antici-
patory bail pleas of two faculty
members — Dr M K Ram and
Dr Sangeetha Nambiar — who
have been booked for allegedly
abetting the suicide. The court
also declined to grant them in-
terim protection from arrest.
The pleas have been posted for
further hearing on
April 22.

According to the FIR,
Nithin had availed a
loan of %15,000 through .
the app at an interest
rate exceeding 36%. Po-
lice said that a day be-
fore his death, persons
associated with the app
repeatedly contacted him, al-
legedly threatening and emo-
tionally coercing him to repay
the amount with interest.

The case has been registered
under BNS Section 308 (extor-
tion), Section 13 of the Kerala
Money Lenders Act, 1958, and
Sections 9(1)(a) and 9(2) of the
Kerala Prohibition of Charg-
ing Exorbitant Interest Act,
2012.

Earlier, the Kannur Cyber
Police had also registered a
case against the app based on a
complaint by Latha Sasidha-

Nithin Raj

ran, an assistant professor at
the college, who was allegedly
harassed over non-repayment
of the loan. Kannur City Police
Commissioner Nidhinraj said
an analysis of Nithin’s call data
records revealed that he had
taken the loan via an app be-
tween December and January.
Its operators had also accessed
his teacher’s phone number
and contacted her when he de-
faulted, he said.

The police have booked Dr
Ram and Dr Sangeetha under
BNS Section 108 (abetment of
suicide) and Section 3(1)(r) of
the SC & ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act. Public Prosecu-
tor Ajith Kumar opposed their
plea for interim relief,
arguing that the offenc-
es are non-bailable and
warrant custodial inter-
rogation. In their peti-
tions, the duo denied
any role in Nithin’s
death and contended
that harassment from
the loan app could have
led to the suicide. Dr Ram
claimed he was not present in
the principal’s room on the day
of the incident.

Nithin, a native of Puthuku-
langara in Thiruvanan-
thapuram, was found critically
injured after falling from the
college building and later suc-
cumbed to injuries. His family
has alleged that he was subject-
ed to caste-based and colour-
based harassment by the two
faculty members. The college
management terminated Dr
Ram on Thursday:.

LP school loses five teachers, cook to Valparai accident. Remaining staff, including peon, had not joined the tour

3 shifted to Kovai MCH

LAKSHMI ATHIRA @Malappuram

THE silence at GLPS Kuruva is
no longer the quiet of a village
night. It is the kind that follows
an unthinkable loss.

What began as a joyful geta-
way on a Friday early morning
ended in devastating tragedy at
Valparai, wiping out nearly the
entire teaching strength of the
small government school in
Malappuram. Five teachers
and a cook had set out on the
vacation trip. None of them re-
turned. The accident also
claimed the life of the school
cook. For years, the school had
been more than a workplace. It
was a close-knit family. Teach-
ers and non-teaching staff
marked every vacation with
trips together, a tradition born
out of deep bonds rather than
routine.

The remaining staff at the
school are first grade teacher
Hasnath, LKG teacher Razina,
UKG teacher Yashoda, and
peon Gopalan, who did not join
the tour.

“We couldn’t go on the trip
due to family engagements. But
they kept sharing photos
throughout the journey. Even
minutes before the accident,
they sent us a video from inside
the van,” Razina said, showing
the clip to reporters as she
broke down in tears.

Gopalan recalls the day the
group left for the trip with a
trembling voice. “They pro-
ceeded on Friday morning, all
excited.

The trip had been planned
long before the vacation. This
time, four of us could not go
due to personal reasons. Now, it
isjust us whoremain,” he said.

Some of the deceased school staff

-

The loss is deeply personal. Ma-
jeed, who was visually im-
paired, depended on the sup-
port of his wife Ruqiya, a
teacher at another school.

She would often visit to assist
him and, over time, became a
part of the school’s extended
family. Headmistress Ajitha,
who joined three years ago,
never allowed hierarchy to
come in between.

Ramla, a long-time colleague
and Gopalan’s neighbour, had
shared decades of service and
friendship.

“I cannot hold back my emo-
tions. That is how much this ac-
cident has broken us,” Gopalan

K’taka MLA, 15 others get life term in murder case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Bengaluru

FORMER minister and Congress
MLA from Dharwad constituency,
Vinay Kulkarni, along with 15 oth-
ers, was sentenced to life impris-
onment in the 2016 murder of Zilla
Panchayat member Yogesh Gou-
dar. Another convict, police in-
spector Channakeshava B. Tinga-
rikar, was sentenced to seven years

Other convicts in the case

Vikram Bellary, Kirthi Kuma

Saudatti, Vinayaka Katagi,

Ahmed, Shahanawaz, Nutha

Vikas Kalburgi.

imprisonment by the special court

on Friday.

On Wednesday, the special court
for sitting and former MPs/MLASs
had convicted 17 accused on charg-

Shrishaila Biradar had
turned approvers. The court

Basavar Kurahatti, Sandeep

Mahabaleshwar Hongal alias
Muduka, Santhosh Saudatti,

Dinesh M., Ashwath, Sunil, Nazeer
n, The court sentenced Channake-

shav Tingarikar, then inspector of
Dharwad Sub-Urban Police Sta-
tion, to seven years in prison and
imposed a fine of %30,000. He was
sentenced as charges of cor-
ruption against him were
proven. Accused No 1 Ba-

Harshith, Chandrashekar Indi and

accused No. 17 Shivanand

judge Santosh Gajanan Bhat on

gesh Goudar.

Friday afternoon. The judge sen-
r tenced 16 convicts, including Vi-
nay Kulkarni, to life imprison-
ment and imposed a fine of Rs 16
lakh, to be paid as compensation to
the children of the deceased Yo-

THE CASE

filed a chargesheet

against 21 persons,

BJP leader Yogesh Goudar
was hacked to death by a
group of assailants at a
gym in Dharwad on June
15, 2016. The state police

against six persons in
September 2016. However,
in 2019, the then BJP state 1
government handed over
the case to the CBI, which
arrested Vinay Kulkarni
and filed a chargesheet

E8
-

in an earlier group photo at Athirappilly Waterfall

said, his voice faltering. “There
are about 150 students here. I do
not know what I will tell them
when they come back.”

Abdurahiman, a former
ward member and vice presi-
dent of Kuruva panchayat, said
the grief runs through the en-
tire community.

“I knew each of them closely.
I used to attend almost every
event at the school. In this vil-
lage, the GLP school was never
just a building. With most staff
members hailing from nearby
areas, we were like family,” Ab-
durahiman said.

“We are all shattered. Hope
no more sad news reaches us.”

CONTINUED FROM P1

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Coimbatore/Malappuram

ACCORDING to a member of
the school’s Parent-Teacher As-
sociation, the 13-member group
began its trip on Friday morn-
ing by visiting the Athirappilly
waterfalls in Thrissur and then
proceeded to Valparai. After
sightseeing in Valparali, they
were heading towards Pollachi
toreturn to Kerala when the ac-
cident occurred between 5.15pm
and 5.30pm.

Onlookers alerted the police
and tried to rescue those
trapped in the vehicle. Fire and
rescue services personnel and
police officers from Valparai
and Pollachi reached the spot
and rushed the injured persons
to the Government District
Headquarters Hospital in Polla-
chi in ambulances.

On Friday night, three of
them, including Sahadeen,
were shifted to Coimbatore
Medical College Hospital and
one to Pollachi Government
Hospital. The bodies were shift-
ed to Pollachi GH for a postmor-
tem, according to officials.

The scenic stretch of the Val-
parai-Pollachi Ghat Road,
known for its challenging ter-
rain with 40 sharp hairpin
bends has witnessed several ac-
cidents in the past, especially
during summer, when many
tourists visit the hill station.
Police have appealed to motor-
ists to exercise extreme caution
when navigating the Ghat sec-

CM promises help to
accident victims

T’Puram: Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan has directed
officials to ensure adequate

support and treatment to
those injured in the accident.
Education Minister V
Sivankutty contacted the
office of the Tamil Nadu chief
minister. “The state
government is taking all
possible measures. We have
contacted the Tamil Nadu
CMO. They have promised to
provide all support,” he said.

tion, particularly while de-
scending. Coimbatore Collector
Pavankumar G Giriyappana-
var, along with officials from
the district administration, vis-
ited Pollachi GH. “Police from
Malappuram and Palakkad
have collected details from of-
ficials in Coimbatore. A team
will be sent to Coimbatore and
Pollachi,” Kerala State Police
Chief Ravada A Chandrasekhar
told reporters.

Another member of the
school’s PTA said, “It was not a
tour organised by the school.
Teachers and staff went on the
trip as it was the vacation pe-
riod. Some of them had posted
photos as WhatsApp status,”
the PTA member said. Kerala
Electricity Minister K Krishnan
Kutty visited Pollachi Govern-
ment Hospital. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi expressed his
condolences to the families of
the victims.

(@1CICI Bank

Road, Edapally, Cochin- 682024

PUBLIC NOTICE-TENDER CUM E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF SECURED ASSET
[Sen proviso to rule B(6]]
Mistles for sale of iImmovobie assets

E-duction Sake Motice fior the sole of immovable ossets) under the Securitisotion and Reconstruction of Financlal
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule B (6] of the Security Interast
[Enforcement) Rules, 2002,
This notice s hereby given to the public in gererol and inporticular to the Borrewer(s) ond Guarantar|s) thot the
below described immovable property mortgoged/ chorged to the Secured Creditor, the physicol possession of
vékilch has been taken h:,- thie Authorsed Offlcer of ICIC) Bank Limited will be sold om A 1o wheps i, 'Ag g whhat 1
and "Whatever there 5" os per the brief particulars given hereunder;

Branch Office: ICIC) Bank Limited, Pushpomangalam Estate, NH Bye Pass Y

es of murder, criminal conspiracy,
destruction of evidence, and other
offences. However, the court ac-
quitted accused No. 20 Vasudev
and accused No. 21 Somashekhar
Nyamagoud, giving them the ben-
efit of the doubt. As many as 21
persons were named in the case,
while accused No. 1 Basavaraj and

9 charred to death as
car collides Wi_th bus

The private bus and car on fire after they were involved in an accident
near Shantpur Cross of Shorapur taluk on Friday | express

RAMAKRISHNA BADSESHI
@ Kalaburagi/Yadgir

NINE persons of a family
were charred to death,
while a child survived
with critical injuries when
the car in which they were
travelling crashed into a
private bus near Shantpur
Cross of Shorapur taluk
(Surpur) of Yadgir district
on Friday, Yadgir SP Pruth-
vik Shankar said.

The deceased have been
identified as Krishna Nay-
ak (52), who was a town
panchayat member of Sir-
war in Raichur district,
his wife Ananthakala (45),
Sharanappa (36), his wife
Nisarga (30), their chil-

dren Siddartha (3), Advik
(5) and Srinidhi (1.5);
Shashikala (30) and her
son Chandan (8).

The condition of
Shashikala’s other son Vi-
rat (10) is critical. The SP
said that 10 people -- five
adults and five children,
including a one-and-a-half-
year-old kid -- were travel-
ling in a Kia Sonnet car.

The deceased were from
Sirwar town of Raichur
district and were return-
ing home after visiting
Venugopala Swamy tem-
ple at Shorapur. The car
was trying to overtake
when it hit the private bus
and both vehicles caught
fire, the police said.

had reserved the quantum
of punishment to Friday af-
ter hearing arguments and
recording statements from
the convicts on Thursday, who
pleaded for leniency.

All 17 convicts were brought
from Bengaluru Central Prison
and produced before special court

|

I-I savaraj Muttagi was
L‘ ] granted approver status

= by the court.
After the court pro-
nounced the sentence, the 57-
year-old MLA broke down in the
courtroom. All the convicts were
taken to Bengaluru Central Prison

under tight security.

Kulkarni was the

including him, in 2020.
The CBI chargesheet said

conspirator, allegedly
driven by political rivalry
with Yogesh Goudar, and
that he had hired contract
killers to eliminate him.
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morigaged properies is insulficent fo covar ihe dyes. payable ta the Secured Creditor, This mmady is in additior and ingepancent af all the ather South: Wet Land OF Kunral And Property OF Krishnakuty,
memedies availabie 1o the Secured Credior undar any alher law. East: Sub Canal; West: Annie Bhavanam, Property OF
The attantion of the borowes) 5 invited fo Section 13(8} al the BGt, in raspect of lime svaishle, 1O redeam the ssturad assets and furtsar Eak Ard iNaf | Pronarh dari
1o Section 13013} of the Act, whereby 1he bosrower{s) are restraingo ¢ prohibited from disposing of or dealing with the: secuned asset{s) or p?:;a,.w E;}r anf;j 5?:1;: E?:ﬂ a;.',ﬁ:tr.r.mcﬁ
'.fﬂﬂﬁf'i"f-"ll'lﬂ 0y 'way ov sale, kase or otherywiss I,E‘:th".I'-EI'I in the-ordinary codrse of business) any of the secured assetis), without prios wniten Subhakuman: Soulk: Bea .t-,.(:rluumgll.'l,nﬂ Broneny Of
consent of the Sacired Credees and nan-compliance with the 2bowe & an olfence punizheble under Section 29 of {he said Act The copy al the qa-:]i krieh n E 'qr Eeu-, : el F". ,;;ch
Damand Notice &= availahla with the undessignad and the hosmoeeer{s) may, i they =0 desire, can collect the same Irom the undersagned n &y e ek i _"'"3:"' § oy
working day during normat afiice hours Sdi- Krzhnakulty Padmalayam, Rajandran
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