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2 years later
Haiti and Dominican Republic  
to reopen direct air links in May

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY
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BARCELONA

WITH a few choice words 
and a handshake, Mexican 
President Claudia Shein-
baum laid to rest a diplo-
matic spat between her gov-
ernment and Spain over 
the Spanish colonial past 
during her visit to Barce-
lona on Saturday.

“There is no diplomatic 
crisis, there never was one,” 
she said upon arrival at the 
IV Meeting in Defense of  De-
mocracy, a gathering of  rep-
resentatives of  15 countries 
concerned with the rise of  il-
liberalism. “The important 
thing is to recognise the ef-
forts of  the indigenous peo-
ple of  our land,” she said, 
moments before shaking 
hands with Spanish Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez.

Sheinbaum’s participa-
tion came after Spain’s 
King Felipe VI ironed out a 
longstanding diplomatic 
dispute when in March he 
publicly acknowledged the 
conquest of  the Americas 
had led to the “abuse” of  
native peoples. The interna-
tional tussle started in 2019, 
when Sheinbaum’s prede-
cessor, Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador, demanded 
that Spain “publicly and of-
ficially” recognise the abus-
es committed during the 
conquest of  Mexico in a let-
ter sent to the Spanish king 
and Pope Francis.

Spain refused to do so, 
which soured relations be-
tween the two governments. 
Relations hit a low point in 
2024 when Sheinbaum did 
not invite Felipe to her inau-
guration over the palace’s 
refusal to issue a formal 
apology, a move that Sánchez 
called “unacceptable.” Spain 
subsequently refused to send 
a representative to Shein-
baum’s inauguration in a 
breach of  tradition.

The unprecedented step 
toward reconciliation by 
Felipe was followed by the 
Mexican government invit-
ing the Spanish monarch to 
attend a World Cup match 
this summer. Sheinbaum 
and Sanchez later met pri-
vately for nearly an hour, ac-
cording to Sanchez’s office.

“I spoke with president 
Sheinbaum about global af-
fairs and the importance of  
advancing the relations be-
tween Mexico and the Euro-
pean Union,” Sanchez wrote 
on X.  AP

Colonial-era 
row between 
Mexico, Spain 
put to rest

ISLAMABAD

PAKISTAN’s efforts to resolve 
the conflict between the US 
and Iran have been going on 
with a “realistic and positive-
ly optimistic” approach, offi-
cial sources said on Saturday, 
while emphasising “a deal is 
only done when it’s done”.

As Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif  and Chief  of  Defence 
Forces Field Marshal Asim 
Munir wrapped up their re-
spective visits to West Asia, 
reports began to circulate 
about the second round of  
talks in Islamabad. It is not 
yet clear when the next round 
of  talks will take place. “As all 
eyes are set on the next round 
of  Peace Talks in Islamabad, 
there is a need to remain real-
istic and positively optimistic. 
However, what also must be 
understood is that a deal is 
only done when it’s done,” an 
official source said.

Meanwhile, Foreign Minis-
ters of  Pakistan, Saudi Ara-
bia, Turkiye, and Egypt have 
discussed ways to enhance co-
operation in “key areas of  
mutual interest” in a third 
consultative meeting held in 
Antalya. “The Foreign Minis-
ters expressed a shared com-
mitment to advancing this 
partnership, deepening coor-
dination and expanding col-
laboration across key areas of  
mutual interest,” it said.

Munir concludes Iran visit
Pakistan’s Chief  of  Defence 
Forces Field Marshal Syed 

Asim Munir has concluded 
his three-day visit to Iran as 
part of  Islamabad’s efforts to 
resolve the conflict between 
the US and Iran. 

During the visit, Munir 
held discussions with Iran 
President Masoud Pezeshkian 
and also met with Parliament 
Speaker Mohammad Bagher 
Ghalibaf  and Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi, the mili-
tary’s media wing said on 
Saturday.

Pak returns $2B to UAE
Pakistan has returned USD 2 
billion it owed in debt to the 
United Arab Emirates, the 
country’s central bank said 
Saturday. The announcement 
by the State Bank of  Pakistan 
comes two days after Saudi 
Arabia deposited USD 2 bil-
lion, part of  the USD 3 billion 
aid, with the SBP. PTI

Pakistan urges realism 
on US-Iran talks; Turkey 
meet backs cooperation

IRAN TURNS UP THE HEAT, CLOSES 
HORMUZ AGAIN OVER U.S. BLOCKADE

Emphasises that it would continue to block transit through the 
strait as long as the US blockade of Iranian ports remained in effect

CAIRO/ ANTALYA

Iran reversed its decision to 
reopen the Strait of  Hormuz 
and fired on a tanker attempt-
ing to pass the waterway on 
Saturday. It also warned that it 
would continue to block transit 
through the strait as long as the 
US blockade of  Iranian ports 
remained in effect.

Confusion over the critical 
chokepoint threatened to deep-
en the energy crisis roiling the 
global economy and 
push the two countries 
toward renewed con-
flict, even as mediators 
expressed confidence a 
new deal was within 
reach.

Iran’s joint military 
command said on Saturday 
that “control of  the Strait of  
Hormuz has returned to its 
previous state ... under strict 
management and control of  
the armed forces.”

Indian-flagged tanker fired 
on, cruise ship threatened

Commercial vessels faced 
threats in the Strait of  Hormuz 
on Saturday, maritime monitors 
said. A UK agency reported 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
fired at a tanker, while Vanguard 

Tech said an empty cruise ship 
was threatened while leaving 
the Gulf. The UK Maritime 
Trade Operations Centre said 
IRGC gunboats opened fire on a 
tanker northeast of  Oman, but 
the vessel and crew were safe. 
Vanguard identified it as the 
India-flagged Sanmar Herald, 
citing the captain’s account that 
patrol boats approached without 
radio contact and fired shots, 
damaging bridge windows. Van-
guard also reported that the 

M a l t a - f l a g g e d 
cruise ship Mein 
Schiff  4 experi-
enced a nearby 
splash while cross-
ing near Oman. In a 
separate incident, 
the UKMTO said a 

container ship in the area was 
hit by an “unknown projec-
tile,” damaging some contain-
ers but causing no fire.

US’s maximalist demands 
stall talks, says Iran official

Iran is not yet ready to hold a 
new round of  face-to-face talks
with US officials, a senior Ira-
nian official said Saturday, cit-
ing Washington’s refusal to 
abandon “maximalist” de-
mands on key issues.

In an interview with The As-

sociated Press on the margins of  
a diplomacy forum in Turkey, 
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Saeed Khatibzadeh also said 
his country will not hand over 
its enriched uranium to the 
United States, rejecting claims 
made by Donald Trump.

“I can tell you that no en-
riched material is going to be 
shipped to United States,” 
Khatibzadeh said. “This is non-
starter and I can assure you 
that while we are ready to ad-
dress any concerns that we do 
have, we’re not going to accept 
things that are non-starters.”

Trump says Iran cannot 
‘blackmail’ US with Hormuz

Meanwhile, Trump on Satur-
day warned Iran not to “black-
mail” Washington with its flip-
flopping on the fate of  the Strait 
of  Hormuz, after Tehran de-
clared the strategic waterway 
once again closed. 

“We’re talking to them. They 
wanted to close up the strait 
again — you know, as they’ve 
been doing for years — and they 
can’t blackmail us,” Trump said 
at a White House event. Trump 
said there would be “some in-
formation” about Iran later in 
the day, adding: “We’re taking a 
tough stand.” AFP/AP

JERUSALEM

ISRAEL’S military said Satur-
day it had established a “Yellow 
Line” demarcation in southern 
Lebanon, similar to one sepa-
rating its forces from Hamas-
held areas in Gaza, adding it 
had hit a “terrorist cell” operat-
ing near its troops along the 
line.

“Over the past 24 hours, IDF 
forces operating south of  the 
Yellow Line in southern Leba-
non identified terrorists who 
violated the ceasefire under-
standings and approached the 
forces from north of  the Yellow 
Line in a manner that posed an 
immediate threat,” it said, re-
ferring to such a line for the 
first time since a ceasefire came 
into effect.

“In order to eliminate the 

threat... forces attacked the ter-
rorists in several areas,” it said, 
noting that the military was au-
thorised to act against threats. 
“Actions taken in self-defence 

and to remove immediate 
threats are not restricted by the 
ceasefire,” it said. 

In a separate statement later 
on Saturday, the military said 

the air force had eliminated a 
“terrorist cell” operating near 
troops in southern Lebanon. 

It did not say how many mili-
tants were killed.  AFP

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif  shaking hands with officials 
as he departs after attending the 
5th edition of the three-day Antalya 
Diplomacy Forum in Antalya |  AFP

Iran says it is 
reviewing new  
US proposals

TEHRAN: Iran’s Supreme 
National Security Council 
said in a statement that 

Pakistan’s army chief, 
serving as an 

intermediary, presented 
the proposals to Iran 

when he recently visited 
Tehran, and they were 

still under review. It was 
not revealed what was in 

the proposals. The 
council said Iran has yet 
to respond, but further
talks would require the 

US to abandon 
“excessive demands and 
adjust its requests to the 
realities on the ground.”

US says 23 ships 
turned back since 

Iran blockade
WASHINGTON: The US 

military says it has forced 
23 ships to turn around 

near the Strait of Hormuz 
since it imposed a naval 

blockade of Iranian ports. 
In a post on X, the Central 
Command said US forces 

are still enforcing the 
blockade “against ships 

entering or exiting Iranian 
ports and coastal areas.” 
The blockade ordered by 
President Donald Trump 

started April 13 as part of 
US pressure on Iran to 

reopen the Strait of 
Hormuz.

Macron blames 
Hezbollah for 

peacekeeper death
BEIRUT: A UN 

peacekeeping force in 
southern Lebanon came 
under attack with small 

arms fire Saturday 
morning leaving one 
French peacekeeper 

dead and three 
wounded, two of them 

seriously, France’s 
president and the force 
known as UNIFIL said. 

Both President 
Emmanual Macron and 

the UNIFIL force blamed 
Hezbollah, but the 

militant group denied 
involvement.

Israel draws Gaza-style ‘Yellow Line’ in Lebanon
Lebanon readies for 
Israel talks after truce
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s president and 
prime minister discussed 
preparations for direct talks with 
Israel after a ceasefire ended 
weeks of war with Hezbollah. 
President Joseph Aoun said talks 
marked a new phase toward 
“permanent agreements”. The 
truce displaced over a million 
people. As it held, some residents 
began returning south, though 
many remain cautious. Hezbollah 
opposed the negotiations, while 
authorities worked to reopen roads 
and support displaced families.

Excavators remove rubble from buildings destroyed in Israeli  airstrikes on Thursday 
as rescuers search for victims in the city of Tyre, southern Lebanon |  AP

Gunman kills six, takes hostages in Kyiv 
supermarket, shot dead by police
KYIV: A gunman who killed six people in Kyiv before taking 
hostages in a supermarket was shot dead by police, 
Ukrainian officials said. Interior Minister Ihor Klymenko said 
the attacker opened fire on the street, killing four people, 
then entered the store and killed another. A sixth victim 
later died in hospital, Mayor Vitali Klitschko said. Police 
negotiators spoke with the gunman for about 40 minutes 
before special forces stormed the building after he failed to 
respond. He was killed while resisting arrest.
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