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A 56-year-old pastor affiliated to a private college was booked 
for allegedly pushing an elderly fruit vendor in Kodaikanal on 
Saturday. The victim, A Sagayamary (59), sustained minor 
injuries and was taken to Kodaikanal government hospital

PASTOR PUSHES 
OLD WOMAN
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Salem

VK Sasikala, General Secretary 
of  All India Puratchi Thalaivar 
Makkal Munnetra Kazhagam 
(AIPTMMK) on Saturday alleged 
an 'understanding' between the 
DMK and the AIADMK over the 
handling of  the Kodanad heist-
cum-murder case, claiming that 
neither party had pursued the 
case seriously despite multiple 

developments.
Campaigning in Edappadi con-

stituency, Sasikala said the Ko-
danad incident took place within 
months of  her being sent to pris-
on after she had facilitated Edap-
padi K Palaniswami becoming 
chief  minister. 

“While he was the Chief  Minis-
ter, intruders entered the Kodan-
ad estate. A security guard who 
had served there for more than 

four decades was murdered, and 
later, several others, including a 
driver, died under mysterious cir-
cumstances, almost like scenes 
from a cinema. However, the AI-
ADMK government did not prop-
erly investigate the case. Even 
after the DMK came to power, 
they did not speak about it. This 
shows there is an understanding 
between the two parties,” she 
said.

‘DMK-AIADMK in cahoots over Kodanad case’

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Krishnagiri /Dharmapuri 

OVER 1.82 lakh farmers in Dhar-
mapuri and Krishnagiri districts 
have been denied the benefits of  
the PM-KISAN scheme because 
of  the DMK government, said 
former BJP state president K An-
namalai said during his cam-
paigning in Dharmapuri and 
Krishnagiri.

During his campaigning in 
Dharmapuri, Annamalai said, 
“In the 2021 Assembly election, 
the DMK suffered a washout in 
Dharmapuri and Coimbatore. In 
a bid to exact revenge, they have 
s t o p p e d  a l l  d eve l o p m e n t 
activities.”

Lashing  out at Stalin, he said, 
“Stalin went to Kerala five times, 
but has done nothing; he could 
have resolved many water  man-
agement issues between the two 
states.” Speaking in Kelaman-
galam in Krishnagiri, Annama-
lai assured that the airport and 
metro train extension will be 
brought to Hosur.

“50% of  mobile phone are 
manufactured in Tamil Nadu, of  
which 50% are from Krishnagiri 
district. The BJP government 
brought Tata  Electronics Private 
Limited to Krishnagiri district to 
manufacture  mobile phone ac-
cessories, by which over thou-
sands of  people received job  op-
portunities.” He urged people to 
vote for Thalli BJP candidate Dr 
C Nagesh  Kumar. 

‘DMK stopping 
centre’s benefits 
from reaching all’

Delimitation defeat only a half win: Udhaya
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Salem/Namakkal

DEPUTY Chief  Minister Udhaya-
nidhi Stalin on Saturday said the 
defeat of  the proposed delimita-
tion exercise was only a ‘half  vic-
tory’ and that the ‘full victory’ 
would be achieved when people 
endorse the DMK alliance in the 
upcoming election. 

Campaigning for alliance candi-
dates in Tiruchengode, Rasipuram, 
Sankagiri and Veerapandi constit-
uencies across Salem and Na-
makkal districts, he said, “The 
delimitation move has been de-
feated in Parliament. This is only 
a partial victory for us. The rest 
will be ensured when people vote 
for the DMK alliance and deliver 

the mandate on May 4.”
Referring to the re-

cent protest led by Chief  
Minister MK Stalin, he 
said it was in Namakkal 
that Stalin had burnt a 
copy of  the delimitation 
proposal and hoisted 
black flags against it. 
“Today, that effort has 
yielded results with the 
bill being defeated,” he 
said. Udhayanidhi further said 
that Tamil Nadu, under the lead-
ership of  Stalin, was the first in 
the country to oppose the delimi-
tation move. He noted that a meet-
ing of  chief  ministers from vari-
ous States was convened in 
Chennai to build a united stand 
against the proposal. “Those ef-

forts have led to this out-
come, and national lead-
ers are now looking 
towards our chief  minis-
ter,” he said.

Criticising AIADMK 
general secretary Edap-
padi K Palaniswami, he 
alleged that the opposi-
tion leader had support-
ed the delimitation pro-
posal. “He continues to 

act in line with what the BJP 
says,” he claimed.

Speaking in Salem, he said that 
while the DMK alliance had not 
performed well in the district pre-
viously, winning only one out of  
11 constituencies, the party was 
confident of  reversing the out-
come. “This election will show 

that Salem is a stronghold of  the 
DMK,” he said.

Responding to Palaniswami’s 
criticism that the DMK govern-
ment had not implemented wel-
fare measures for farmers, Udhay-
anidhi termed the charge as false. 
He said it was the AIADMK that 
supported the farm laws intro-
duced by the centre despite wide-
spread protests by farmers. “The 
DMK has consistently stood with 
farmers. It was under Kalaignar  
Karunanidhi that free electricity 
for farmers was introduced, and 
under the present government, a 
separate budget for agriculture 
has been brought,” he said.

He also accused the opposition 
of  siding with the centre and ig-
noring the interests of  the state. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Krishnagiri 

FOLLOWING continuous de-
mands by the public, the State 
Highways Department has started 
painting speed breakers on the 
Hosur-Denkanikottai road on Sat-
urday. Three speed breakers be-
tween Hosur and Denkanikottai 
near Hosur were repainted to re-
duce accidents. A pharmacist 
near Navathi bus stop told TNIE, 
“After months of  demand, a speed 
breaker was painted only a few 
months before, but the paint has 
faded. It was painted again on Sat-
urday. Similarly, a speed breaker 
was re- painted near Midugara-

palli.” M Sasikumar (42), a private 
company employee who regularly 
travels from Hosur to Denkanikot-
tai said, “Due to the poor visibility 
of  the speed breakers, more acci-
dents were reported between Ho-
sur railway station road and 
Mathigiri junction road. This sort 
of  periodical maintenance must 
be done without any demands.”

“CM MK Stalin is scheduled to 
visit Hosur on Sunday, so this 
could also be a reason why the 
speed breakers have been pained.” 
A State Highways Department  of-
ficial told TNIE that, “This is reg-
ular maintenance, not necessitat-
ed due to the CM’s visit.” 

Speed breakers on Hosur road 
repainted after repeated pleas

Udhayanidhi Stalin

WAYS OF THE BOOTH
Colour coding has been adopted in a bid to assist voters in identifying polling booths/

stations in large polling centres. Above the premises of a polling centre at the CCMA School 
on Raja Street in Coimbatore sport different colours |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

E X P R E S S  R E A D

DMK functionaries booked 
for violating MCC in Adhi
DHARMAPURI: DMK functionaries 
were booked for violating the Model 
Code of Conduct in Adhiyamankottai 
and Dharmapuri. A vehicle belonging 
to P Mallamuthu, the DMK block 
secretary (South) from Kammapatti, 
was stopped by a flying squad along 
the Dharmapuri-Salem road near 
Adhiyamankottai. The team led by M 
Periyannan, sub registrar of the 
cooperative department, found over 
217 calendars, 300 Illatharasi 
coupons and party flags belonging to 
the Congress, VCK, and DMDK. As it 
was a clear violation of the MCC, a 
case was registered against 
Mallamuthu. Similarly, in 
Dharmapuri, the static surveillance 
team led by C Nehru stopped a 
vehicle, and found three people 
transporting over 1,444 DMK 
calendars, 42 bundles of Illatharasi 
coupons, and party propaganda 
materials. A case was registered 
against DMK organiser from 
Pappireddipatti Sooriya, driver 
Sathya and Karthi from Dharmapuri. 

14-year-old kills self at 
home in Namakkal
NAMAKKAL: A 14-year-old girl 
allegedly died by suicide at her 
residence in Namakkal on Friday. The 
student, a resident of 
Kollampattarai, was a Class 9 
student at the Government Girls 
Higher Secondary School, Namakkal. 
According to police, her mother, 
Madheswari (32), who runs a tiffin 
shop near the Namakkal New Bus 
Stand, had left home around 4.15 
am, as part of her daily routine. Upon 
her return at around 10 pm, she 
found the door locked. Upon entering 
the house, she discovered that her 
daughter had died by suicide, said 
police. Preliminary inquiry revealed 
that the girl had been using a mobile 
phone without her mother’s 
knowledge. Her mother had come to 
know about it and warned her a few 
days ago. Police sources said all 
angles are being examined, and 
further investigation is under way in 
the case. (Assistance to overcome 
suicidal thoughts is available on TN’s 
health helpline 104 and Sneha’s 
suicide prevention helpline 044-
24640050.)  ENS 


