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Rewards for farmers who come forward to preserve unique varieties

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Tiruchy

IN an effort to support the ba-
nana genetic conservation and
prevent the loss of valuable ge-
netic resources, the National
Research Centre for Banana
(NRCB), Tiruchy, launched the
‘Banana Field Gene Bank’
project on Monday.

Farmers who grow rare ba-
nana varieties can register
with the NRCB, where scien-
tists will preserve and develop
it for multiplication. “This is
the first field gene bank for ba-
nana in the country,” said Dr
Trilochan Mohapatra, chair-
man of the protection of plant
varieties and farmers’ rights
authority (PPV&FRA) and
farmers welfare, Government
of India, after launching the
project.

“Farmers play a crucial role
in the development and preser-
vation of crop varieties. Due to
declining interest in farming,
genetic diversity is at risk,
which was the reason the gov-
ernment of India is supporting
the establishment of field gene
banks for crops such as coco-
nut, banana and paddy. Con-
served plant varieties can be
multiplied and utilized on a
large scale,” Mohapatra said.

To recognize farmers who
come forward to preserve their
unique varieties will be award-
ed, rewarded and recognized

Old woman
murdered, gold

jewels missing

KARUR: A 79-year-old woman
was found murdered near Up-
pidamangalam in Karur dis-
trict on Monday. Police identi-
fied her as Thayar Ammal of
Salaipatti village. She was liv-
ing alone since her husband
had died some years ago and
her children had got married
and shifted. When she did not
come out of her house on Mon-
day morning, one of her rela-
tives living nearby went to
check. She found Thayar Am-
mal dead with her limbs tied
and a towel stuffed into her
mouth. Police rushed the spot
and conducted an inquiry. Her
gold earrings and nose stud
were missing, and police sus-
pect it to be a case of murder
for gain. Police registered a
case and sent the body for post-
mortem. ENS

‘Postpone CWMA
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Trilochan Mohapatra, chairman of the protection of plant varieties and farmers’
rights authority, launched the project in Tiruchy on Monday | expRess

for conserving plant genetic re-
sources, he said adding that
cash prize of %10 lakh will be
awarded for farmers commu-
nity and %1.51akh for individu-
al farmers.

They also receive up to X 15
lakh over three years for con-
servation efforts.

Dr Dinesh Kumar Agarwal,
Registrar General of PPVFRA,
New Delhi, said the PPV&FRA
Act supports not only the reg-
istration of new varieties but
also traditional farmer’s varie-
ties for future breeding
multiplication.

“So far, over 10,500 varieties
have been registered out of
21,500 applications across the
country, of which nearly 50 per
cent is owned and preserved by
farmers. As the registration

process is free for farmers, the
country has achieved signifi-
cant progress in conserving ef-
forts in recent years,” he
added.

Dr R Selvarajan, Director of
NRCB-Tiruchy said 11 banana
varieties have been registered
so far, including traditional va-
rieties such as Karu Vaalai
(Manoranjitham) from Kolli
Hills and Chingan from Nager-
coil, along with other five vari-
eties developed by NRCB.

Over 120 farmers, entrepre-
neurs participated in a biodi-
versity fair cum farmer’s meet
held followed by the launch of
field gene bank project, where
they imparted awareness on
Intellectual Property, Protec-
tion of Plant Varieties and
Farmers’ Rights (PPV&FRA).

Tiruchy records 11.6%
Increase in voter turnout

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Tiruchy

POLLING in Tiruchy district
saw a sharp surge in the As-
sembly election, with 1.14 lakh
more voters exercising their
franchise when compared to
2021, pushing the turnout up by
11.63 percentage points to
85.42%. The rise marks
a clear shift from 2021,
when overall turnout
stood at 73.79%, ac-
cording to data.

Of the 21.47 lakh elec-
tors, 18.33 lakh voted
across 2,787 polling stations in
nine constituencies. Women
outnumbered men, recording
86.27% compared to 84.52%,
while third gender turnout
stood at 65.48%.

Constituency-wise, all nine
segments crossed 80% polling,

underlining a broad-based rise
in participation. Manapparai
recorded the highest turnout at
88.81%, followed by Srirangam
(87.90%) and Manachanallur
(87.67%). Thiruverumbur, de-
spite being the lowest, still reg-
istered 81.20% polling. In abso-
Iute numbers, Srirangam
saw the highest votes
polled at 2,52,304, while
Tiruchy (West) record-
ed 1,94,284 votes. Offi-
cials attributed the in-
crease to the SIR of
electoral rolls, during
which 3.31 lakh names were re-
moved and later rationalised to
2.42 lakh after re-verification,
improving the accuracy of
rolls. They also pointed to a
multi-cornered contest and
heightened interest among
first-time voters.

VIVANESH PARTHIBAN @ Tiruchy

LPG autorickshaw drivers in
Tiruchy have said that they are
seeing a 40-50% decline in daily
earnings over the past one
month, owing to the war in the
Gulf and the resultant disrup-
tion in fuel supply. This, they
added, has been compounded
by the annual summer slow-
down in passenger demand due
to school and college holidays.
While some of them are switch-
ing to CNG mode, those using
hybrid autos are relatively less
affected.

V Marimuthu, an autorick-
shaw driver operating near the
Tiruchy railway station, said,
“I used to earn around 1,000-
Z1,200 a day. Now it has come
down to ¥500-%600. I cannot in-
crease fare because many driv-
ers are switching to diesel,
CNG, or hybrid vehicles, mak-
ing competition tougher.”

Another driver, T Natarajan
from Palakarai, has already
shifted strategies to cope with
the situation. “I converted my
LPG auto to CNG, as I feel this
issue may not be resolved soon.

Juvenile among
two arrested
in assault case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Mayiladuthurai

TWO persons, including a
17-year-old boy, were arrested
on Sunday in connection with
an alleged assault on a restau-
rant worker at the old bus
stand. Search is under way to
nab others involved in the
attack.

Police said a 17-year-old boy
from Thiru Indallur, who was
allegedly drunk, had entered
the restaurant on Saturday
and got into a verbal alterca-
tion over a fried rice order with
the cook, Aaron. It eventually
led to a scuffle, and workers at
the restaurant chased him
away.

However, the boy returned
along with his brother K
Praveen (23) and two others,
and allegedly attacked the
workers. Aaron sustained head
injuries, and those who tried to
stop the duo were also
assaulted.

Following a complaint, police
arrested the juvenile and his
brother.

The boy was sent to a juve-
nile home in Thanjavur, while
Praveen was remanded in judi-
cial custody. Sources said the
attackers were under the influ-
ence of alcohol.

I own three autos, but I have
stopped leasing out the LPG ve-
hicle as it is no longer profita-
ble after paying the driver.
Managing with the remaining
vehicles has become difficult,”
he said.

Natarajan pointed at the
steep rise in LPG prices as a
major concern. “Two months
ago, LPG cost around 365 a li-
tre. Now, government-run fill-
ing stations such as those oper-
ated by Indian Oil Corporation
charge about %85, while private
stations charge nearly %100. If

The PM 2.5 level recorded at Nagai
on Monday. Nitrogen dioxide level
was at 20 pg/m3 against the
prescribed standard of 80 pg/m3

government stations run out of
stock, which happens frequent-
ly, we are forced to rely on pri-
vate outlets. That 1is
unaffordable.”

According to L Palaniappan,
treasurer of CITU auto drivers’
union, the shortage has severe-
ly disrupted daily operations.
“Out of seven LPG filling sta-
tions within the city limits and
three in suburban areas, only
two in the city are functioning
on alternate days. Often, fuel
supplies arrive late at night,
forcing drivers to queue up at
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NRCBopensgenebankto LPG auto drivers’income dips by 50%
saverare bananavarieties

11 pm or even 1 am. More than
15 drivers from the association
have switched to CNG mode,
while those using hybrid autos
are relatively less affected.”

The situation has been wors-
ened by the closure of multiple
private LPG outlets, impacting
an estimated 1,000 autorick-
shaw drivers out of 5,000 regis-
tered drivers in the city, accord-
ing to the CITU association.

“Many now spend one to two
hours waiting in queues for re-
fuelling in suburban areas eve-
ry alternate day, significantly
reducing their working time,”
Palaniappan added.

Offering hope to the drivers,
A Saravanan, a dealer associ-
ated with Bharat Petroleum,
said the supply situation has
recently shown signs of im-
provement. “Over the past 10
days, supply has stabilised to
some extent, though there have
been disruptions again in the
last two days. The situation is
better than before, and we ex-
pect it to normalise soon,” he
said. However, he acknowl-
edged the financial strain on
drivers.

Two-wheelers on platforms irk
commuters at Nagai bus stand

MOHAMED SALAHUDEEN B
@ Nagapattinam

COMMUTERS at Perarignar
Anna Bus Stand in Velipalayam
have raised concern over the
increasing number of two-
wheelers being parked on plat-
forms, alleging that it is caus-
inginconvenience to passengers
and disrupting movement with-
in the premises.

“We are at risk as two-wheel-
ers move freely inside the bus
stand. Bikes parked on the plat-
forms restrict our movement,
and carrying luggage through
the crowded space becomes dif-
ficult,” said Vinoth V, a
commuter.

K Venkatesan, town secre-
tary of CPM, said unauthorised
parking on the platforms re-
duces waiting space for passen-
gers and creates difficulties for
the elderly, women, and those
carrying luggage.

Though the bus stand has a
designated parking area for
two-wheelers, commuters said
visitors to shops inside the
premises continue to park vehi-
cles on the platforms. “People
visiting tea stalls and restau-
rants inside the bus stand park
their bikes right in front of the
shops, obstructing passengers.
Officials should regulate two-

|

People visiting tea stalls and restaurants inside the bus stand park their bikes right
in front of the shops, obstructing passengers | express

wheeler movement inside the
bus stand,” said Aravind Ku-
mar of Nagai District Consum-
er Protection and Passenger
Association.

The decades-old bus stand is
one of the district’s major tran-
sit hubs and witnesses heavy
passenger traffic throughout
the year. Its connectivity to ma-
jor religious destinations
makes it an important transit
point for pilgrims and travel-
lers visiting the district.

The facility serves people

travelling to the Nagore Dar-
gah, the Basilica of Our Lady
of Good Health, and the Sikkal
Singaravelar Temple. During
festival seasons and special oc-
casions, the bus stand witness-
es a sharp rise in footfall, with
thousands of devotees and visi-
tors using the facility every
day.

Responding to the com-
plaints, Nagapattinam Munici-
pality Commissioner Leena Si-
mon said on Sunday that the
issue would be regulated.
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The association’s state general
secretary, Sami Natarajan, in a
statement said of the four states
which use Cauvery water, the
election process is yet to fully end
in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Pu-
ducherry. The results are expect-
ed only on May 4. In the backdrop
of Karnataka repeatedly de-
manding CWMA to give nod for
building a new dam at Mekedatu,
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added. Meanwhile, PR Pandian,
general secretary of Tamil Nadu
Cauvery Farmers Association
urged the CWMA to order Karna-
taka to ensurerelease of Cauvery
water as per the monthly sched-
uled arrived at by the tribunal
and the Supreme Court. Citing
low storage in Mettur reservoir,
Pandian urged the authority to
instruct the Cauvery Water Regu-
lation Committee to implement
the authority orders by releasing
the water from Karnataka.

tions. Ahead of the Chithirai festi-
val of Lord Kallazhagar, the cere-
monial vahanas dispatched to
Madurai from Alagarkoil on Mon-
day, in preparation for the deity’s
procession later this week.

The procession of presiding dei-
ty of Kallazhagar will begin in a
golden palanquin from the Alagar
hills on April 29. After reaching,
Tallakulam Perumal temple, Ka-
llazhagar will be mounted on the
famous golden horse vahanam for
the ritual of Vaigai river entry.

School for the 27th year, According
to the organisers, the festivities be-
gin with the ‘Maapillai Virundhu’
(feast for the bridegroom) at 5 pm
on April 27, followed by food distri-
bution from 7 am on April 28.
Pandals have been erected on
12,000 sq. ft. area to accommodate
the guests. The menu of the feast
includes wheat sweet, kalkandu
rice, ven pongal, sambar rice, veg-
etable pulao, tomato rice, potato
curry, vadaiand pickles. Volunteers
have been assisting in cutting veg-

. epaper.newindian@.as.mﬁw .

reswarar temple for the
Thirukalyanam, the main event of
the annual Chithirai festival, sched-
uled to take place on Tuesday. Tem-
ple priests would perform wedding
rituals for the deities of Goddess
Meenakshi and Lord Sunda-
reswarar between 8.35 am and 8.59
am at the Thirukalyana Manda-
pam. Special arrangements, in-
cluding LED displays, have been
made across the Chithirai and Masi
streets for people to witness the
event live.
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