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US INTERCEPTS, BOARDS IRAN-
LINKED VESSEL IN INDO-PACIFIC
International waters no refuge for sanctioned vessels, says US; targets 
‘stateless’ ship in push to disrupt Iran-linked illicit networks worldwide

WASHINGTON

The US Defense Department said on 
Tuesday that its forces intercepted 
and boarded a “stateless sanc-
tioned” vessel as part of  Washing-
ton’s efforts against networks that 
provide support to Iran.

“Overnight, US forces conducted a 
right-of-visit, maritime interdiction 
and boarding of  the stateless sanc-
tioned M/T Tifani without incident 
in the INDOPACOM area of  respon-
sibility,” the department posted on 
its X page. The statement said the 
United States was determined “to 
disrupt illicit networks and interdict 
sanctioned vessels providing mate-
rial support to Iran — anywhere they 
operate.”

The exact location of  the opera-
tion was not made clear. INDOPA-
COM is the US Indo-Pacific Com-
mand, which oversees a broad 
region that includes the Pacific and 
Indian oceans.

The Tifani is a “Botswana-flagged 
tanker,” according to the intelli-
gence firm Vanguard Tech, which 

said the vessel was intercepted in 
the Indian Ocean. Its last signal was 
detected on Tuesday halfway be-
tween Sri Lanka and the Strait of  
Malacca, according to the maritime 
tracking website Marine Traffic.

“International waters are not a 
refuge for sanctioned vessels,” the 
Pentagon said in its post, 
which included video foot-
age showing helicopters 
hovering just above a large, 
bright orange tanker. AFP 
has identified the vessel as 
one affiliated with Iranian 
activity.

According to energy intelligence 
firm Kpler, the vessel had loaded ap-
proximately two million barrels of  
crude on Iran’s Kharg Island on 
April 5 and passed through the 
Strait of  Hormuz on April 9. Its 
tracking signal indicated it was 
heading toward Singapore.

The Tifani has in recent years 
carried out numerous ship-to-ship 
oil transfers off  Singapore and Ma-
laysia and made multiple round 
trips between this area and destina-

tions including Iran and China. 
Trump has vowed to maintain a 

blockade on Iran “until there is a 
deal” to end the war. Doubts re-
mained Tuesday regarding whether 
a second round of  negotiations be-
tween Tehran and Washington 
would take place in Islamabad.

China denies links to seized ship
Meanwhile, China denied any links 
to the Iranian cargo ship seized by
the US in the Gulf  allegedly contain-
ing chemical materials to manufac-
ture missiles. “As far as I know, the 
vessel seized by the US is a foreign 
container ship. China rejects any 
false association and speculation,” 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Guo Jiakun told a press brief-
ing here reacting to allegations by 
former US envoy to the UN Nikki 
Haley.

In a post on X, Haley claimed that 
the ship seized by the US was head-
ed from China to Iran and is linked 

to chemical shipments 
for missiles.

“It refused repeated or-
ders to stop. Another re-
minder that China is 
helping prop up Iran’s re-
gime - a reality that can’t 
be ignored,” Haley said.

A US naval ship enforcing the 
blockade of  ships going to Iranian 
ports fired at the cargo ship when it 
reportedly failed to heed calls to 
stop.

The US Marines later boarded the 
ship and seized it. The Iranian mili-
tary warned that it would respond 
to the US’ action against the con-
tainer ship.

Last week, China denied aiding 
Iran’s military with defence and sat-
ellite support AFP/PTI

Mourners attend a mass funeral procession for Hezbollah fighters, killed before a 10-day ceasefire 
was agreed between the Iran-backed militant group and Israel, in the southern village of Kfar Sir  | AFP

 WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump has said that he’s consid-
ering the possibility of  a currency swap with the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates to help the Mideast ally secure US 
dollars, as its oil-rich economy has been rattled by the 
Iran conflict. During an interview with CNBC, the 
president expressed surprise that the nation needs as-
sistance, but made clear he was open to the prospect 
of  making the move to help meet his ally’s concerns.

“I mean I’m surprised because they are really rich,” 
Trump said. He added, “You know, 
they’re very good for this country. So, 
yeah, if  I could help them, I would.”  
The United Arab Emirates, an auto-
cratically ruled federation of  seven 
sheikdoms on the Arabian Peninsula 
that’s home to Dubai, became wealthy 
from its oil deposits. It pegs its cur-
rency, the dirham, to the US dollar.

While it has been able to send some 
of  its oil out via a pipeline to the Gulf  of  Oman, the 
closure of  the Strait of  Hormuz has squeezed the 
country’s oil exports. The UAE has an estimated USD 
2.5 trillion in savings and sovereign wealth funds, but 
may be seeking the swap to “bolster investor confi-
dence in the UAE’s financial position if  the war were 
to drag on,” said Jason Tuvey, an analyst at Capital 
Economics. PTI

Trump weighs dollar 
swap with UAE as oil flow 

strain rattles economy

EU DIPLOMATS MEET; 
ISRAEL POLICY DIVIDES BLOC

LUXEMBOURG:  EU diplomats met in Luxembourg to 
tackle crises including Ukraine, Iran and energy shocks. 

Divisions persist over Israel, with some pushing to 
suspend trade ties. Hungary’s leadership change may 
unblock decisions. The bloc also urged Iran diplomacy 

as a fragile ceasefire nears expiry and warned of energy 
risks amid global market strain.

UN FLAGS SEAFARER CRISIS 
IN HORMUZ, SEEKS HELP

SINGAPORE: The International Maritime Organization 
has appealed for urgent support for around 20,000 

seafarers stranded after the Strait of Hormuz closure 
disrupted global shipping. IMO chief Arsenio Dominguez 
warned of stress and fatigue, urging companies to offer 

mental health support as tensions persist, with 
shipping still curtailed amid fragile ceasefire concerns.

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001) 
Corporate Identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813 Website : www.pspcl.in

(Contact Number 96461-01116)
Tender Enquiry No. 16/GCD/LDH/TS/PSPCL/2026  Dated: 22.04.2026

ASE/ Grid Construction, opp. PAU Gate No.1, PSPCL, Ludhiana invites Short Term e-Tender for 
Outsourcing of 1 no. New 66 KV Substation (Hawas) works on partial turnkey mode under  
RDSS scheme under Grid Construction Division, Ludhiana under Grid Construction Circle, Ludhiana.
For detailed NIT & Tender Specifications, please refer to http://eproc.punjab.gov.in  
from 22.04.2026 (01:00 PM onwards).

Note: - Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online at  
http://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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Mobile No. 96461-10914
E-Tender Enq. No. 726/P-1/EMPW-13296  Dated: 17.04.2026
Dy. Chief Engineer / Headquarter (Procurement Cell-1) GGSSTP, Roopnagar invites 
E-Tender ID No. 2026_POWER_166492_1 for Running and Maintenance of 3 No. 
Sewerage Treatment Plants at Power Colony and Nuhon Colony, GGSSTP, and Rupnagar.    
For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in 
from 20.04.2026 from 05.00 PM onwards.

Note: - Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

626/RTP-40/26/21/04/2026 
1079/12/2026-27/10688


