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5-year-old boy drowns in canal during school trip
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

A FIVE-year-old boy drowned in 
a water-filled canal during a 
school trip to an amusement 
park in Kizhakkambalam, on 
Tuesday. 

The deceased has been identi-
fied as Muhammed Adam, son 
of  Muhammed Nazeer and 
Ameera, natives of  Chengalam 
in Kottayam. The incident oc-
curred after lunch, when teach-
ers were gathering students 
around 1 pm and noticed the 
child missing. He was later 
found in a nearby water-filled ca-
nal within the park premises, 
said a source with the Ernaku-
lam rural police.

Students and staff  of  ‘Beyond 
Born,’ an early education centre 

in Palarivattom had arrived at 
Lions Jungle Park in Kadambra-
yar, Pazhanganad, for a school 
excursion earlier in the day. 

After activities in the park, 
teachers began assembling the 
children for lunch, when Adam 
was found missing. Following an 

alert, personnel from Thadiyit-
taparamba police station reached 
the spot and launched a search, 
during which the child was lo-
cated in the canal. He was rushed 

to a nearby private hospital, 
where doctors declared 

him dead, said the 
official.

“Despite being a va-
cation period, the school 

had organised the pre-
scheduled day excursion 

for the children. Preliminary 
findings suggest several irregu-
larities and safety violations in 
the functioning of  the amuse-
ment park. A detailed investiga-
tion, including a probe into the 
unnatural death, has been 
launched,” said an officer with 
the Thadiyittaparamba police. 

Elderly man 
loses `1.2 crore  
in online share 
trading scam
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @ Kochi

AN elderly man was allegedly 
defrauded of  `1.20 crore in an 
online trading scam in Kochi. 
The victim, a native of  Mave-
likkara currently residing in 
Vazhakkala, was duped by 
fraudsters who promised high 
returns through an online 
share trading platform. 

Based on his complaint, a 
case has been registered for 
cheating and criminal breach 
of  trust under the BNS, along 
with relevant sections of  the 
Information Technology Act, 
said a police source.

The complaint said the 
scammers contacted the victim 
through social media, promis-
ing high returns and later in-
troduced him to an online trad-
ing platform resembling a forex 
broker platform named FBS 
Markets Inc. 

Believing their claims, he 
transferred a total of  ̀ 1.2 crore 
from his bank accounts and his
wife’s account between October 
and March 2026. He approached 
the police after the accused nei-
ther returned the invested 
amount nor provided any prof-
its, said the official. 

‘No battery’ shocker adds 
new turn to e-auto fiasco
Moving them requires help from B’luru-based energy services firm

R O N N I E  K U R I A K O S E  @ Kochi

YET another perplexing revela-
tion has surfaced regarding the 
e-autorickshaw fiasco on Ka-
loor metro station premises.

While it is true that the una-
vailability of  the promised 
funds forced members of  the 
Ernakulam District Autorick-
shaw Drivers Co-operative So-
ciety to leave their e-autorick-
shaws parked on the KMRL 
property, moving these vehicles 
now requires assistance from a 
Bengaluru-based energy serv-
ices firm, TNIE has learnt.

Why? These e-autorickshaws 
are without batteries.

Binu Varghese, an officer-
bearer of  the society, confirmed 
the same. “The nearly 30 autor-
ickshaws now parked at the Ka-
loor metro station do not have 
batteries. These vehicles are of  
the swappable-battery model. 
They could be taken out, and a 
new fully charged battery could 
be put in its place. This meant 
no downtime for the drivers,” 
he said.

However, after noticing that 

the e-autorickshaws were non-
operational for a long time, the 
company SunMobility took 
them back, Binu clarified. “It 
has been about a year now since 
this development,” he added.

Prolonged periods of  inactiv-
ity may hamper a battery’s life. 
Therefore, it makes sense that 
the company took them. How-
ever, the incident does raise yet 
another set of  questions. To 
whom do these vehicles really 
belong if, even after purchase, 
the energy supplier reclaims 
the batteries? And whether this 
was factored into the project’s 
paperwork.

Though TNIE reached out to 
SunMobility, the firm was not 
available for comment.

“Following KMRL’s directive 
to have the e-autorickshaws re-
moved from their premises, the 
society has written to the com-
pany to see the batteries re-
turned. It is expected that they 
will do so in an urgent man-
ner,” Binu clarified, adding, 
“We can only move the autor-
ickshaws after the batteries are 
fixed.”

But even if  the batteries do 
come, the fact remains that for 
the e-autorickshaws to run as 
intended, the designated gov-
ernment funds have to be 
unlocked.

Police issue 
public notice 
to identify 
two bodies
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kochi

NEARLY a month after a 
decomposed body was 
found in an abandoned 
building near the Ernaku-
lam South railway station, 
Kochi city police have is-
sued a public notice seek-
ing help to identify the de-
ceased. The case relates to 
the recovery of  the body 
of  a man — largely skele-
tal remains — on March 
20.

“We have not yet re-
ceived any concrete evi-
dence to confirm the iden-
tity of  the victim. The 
probe is progressing on 
the suspicion that the de-
ceased could be a man who 
went missing from the 
area around the same 
time,” an officer said.

The police suspect that a 
laptop and a mobile phone 
recovered from the spot 
are stolen gadgets, raising 
the possibility that the de-
ceased could be a thief  
who had gone off  the ra-
dar. However, an autopsy 
is yet to be conducted, the 
officer said.

Meanwhile, the Ernaku-
lam rural police have also 
issued a notice seeking as-
sistance to identify a man 
who was found dead in a 
well on a private property 
on the Aluva Sub Jail Road 
on April 10. The police said 
the deceased is presumed 
to be aged between 35 to 40 
with a height of  161 cm, 
and the body is kept at the 
Kalamassery Medical Col-
lege after an autopsy. The 
preliminary investigation 
suggests there was no foul 
play involved, with drown-
ing indicated as the cause 
of  death. 

Kasaragod man nabbed with 62 kg ganja
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

A MAN transporting 62kg of  
ganja, allegedly intended for 
supply, was arrested on Tues-
day in Angamaly. The accused, 
Haneef, a native of  Uliyat-
hadukka in Kasaragod, was 
nabbed by a special squad of  
the Ernakulam Rural DANSAF 
along with the Angamali 
police. 

The action followed a confi-
dential tip-off  received by dis-

trict police chief  K S Sudar-
shan that a large quantity of  
ganja was being smuggled from 
Odisha to Kottayam. Acting on 
the intelligence, a DANSAF 
team led by narcotic cell DYSP 
J Umesh Kumar and Aluva 
DYSP Babukuttan tracked the 
vehicle and intercepted it at 
Angamali TB Junction. 

During inspection, the police 
recovered the contraband con-
cealed in 31 packets inside a 
specially fabricated compart-

ment beneath the rear seat of  
the car. The accused was taken 
into custody, officials said.

“Preliminary investigation 
revealed that Haneef  had trav-
elled to Odisha to procure the 
narcotics from a trafficking 
network and was transporting 
them through interior routes to 
evade checks. This is the larg-
est ganja seizure reported in 
the rural district this year, and 
investigation is under way,” an 
officer with the squad added.

WEATHER CONTRAST
An elderly man shields himself from the blazing sun with a tuft of leaves while waiting for a bus near the new Varapuzha bridge (R) A pedestrian  

walking with umbrella near TDM Road during the summer rain that lashed the city on Tuesday evening |  PICS: A SANESH 

V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
Deeply saddened by the tragic blast at a firework unit in #Thrissur 
that claimed six precious lives. My heartfelt condolences to the be-
reaved families. Praying for strength and solace for all those affected.
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Autorickshaw Drivers 
Co-operative Society said the 

company SunMobility took 
the batteries back as the 

e-autos were non-
operational for a long time

� The move has raised 
question — to whom do these 
vehicles really belong if, even 

after purchase, the energy 
supplier reclaims the 

batteries? 

FRANTIC SEARCH AMID SUSPECTED KIDNAPPING
As the boy struggled for his life, teachers and staff of the pre-school, 
along with park employees, were frantically searching the premises 
under the belief that he had been abducted. “When Adam was found 
missing, teachers asked the other children about his whereabouts, 
and one of them said he had been taken away in a car. This created 
panic, and the police were initially alerted about a suspected 
kidnapping,” said a top source with the rural police. On reaching 
the spot, police launched a search for the alleged suspect and 
vehicle based on the initial information. Simultaneously, a team 
led by sub-inspector Sajeev M G conducted a detailed search 
across the park premises, during which the child was found in a 
canal-like structure used for boating, said the officer. Around 30 
students were part of the excursion. The boy’s father is employed 
abroad, and he was living with his mother at her residence, the officer 
added. 

‘Declare Sree Sankara 
Jayanti as state festival’
Kochi: “Declare Sree Sankara 
Jayanti as a state festival,” 
Governor Rajendra Arlekar said on 
Tuesday. He was inaugurating the 
Sree Sankara Jayanti celebrations 
at Sree Sankaracharya University 
of Sanskrit at Kalady. He said, 
Sree Sankaracharya is the great 
guru who introduced Kerala to the 
world and is a priceless treasure 
of the state. “Adi Sankara’s 
Jayanti should be celebrated by 
the whole world. Kerala 
contributed Sankara to the world. 
Sree Sankaracharya is the pride of 
Keralites. By making Sankara 
Jayanti a state festival, every 
Keralite can be proud,” he added. 
Adi Sankara tried to establish 
Dharma by uplifting Sanatana 
Dharma, he said. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D


