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V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
Deeply saddened by the tragic blast at a firework unit in #Thrissur 
that claimed six precious lives. My heartfelt condolences to the be-
reaved families. Praying for strength and solace for all those affected.
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Civic crises: 
LDF demands 
council meeting 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

THE LDF-led opposition of  the 
corporation has demanded an 
urgent council meeting alleg-
ing governance failure by the 
administration. 

LDF parliamentary party 
leader S P Deepak, in a press 
release, alleged that the ruling 
front has failed to address even 
basic civic needs of  the capital 
and is focusing on controver-
sies and other conflicts that are 
disr upting the  l ives  of  
citizens. 

“We have raised our demand 
for an urgent meeting to dis-
cuss issues, including waste 
management, drinking water 
shortage, streetlight mainte-
nance, and rising social ten-
sions in the city,” Deepak said. 

He alleged that instead of  fo-
cusing on development, the 
leadership is trying to create 
divisions around places of wor-
s h i p  a n d  p o l i t i c i s i n g  
religious sentiments, disrupt-
ing the city’s communal 
harmony. 

Nesting spotted at three beaches; 
forest dept plans sea turtle hatchery
S H A I N U  M O H A N  @T’Puram 

THE sandy shorelines of  the 
state capital are set for yet an-
other turtle hatching season, 
with Olive Ridley hatchlings 
emerging across three key 
beaches. This year, turtles have 
laid eggs at six different sites 
across three major beaches - 
Poonthura, Vettucaud and 
Shankhumukham.

Each nesting site is estimat-
ed to contain over 100 eggs, tak-
ing the total number of  eggs 
this season to around 600. For 
the past four years, the forest 
department has been collabo-
rating with NGOs to ensure the 
conservation and protection of  
sea turtle eggs from poachers, 
predators and coastal erosion.

Ajith Shankhumukham, a 
fisherman and marine conser-
vationist associated with Op-
eration TerraGuard, an NGO 
working in marine conserva-
tion, said that a hatchling from 
one of  the nests was released 

into the sea on Monday.
“A batch of  eggs is expected 

to hatch tomorrow, and the 
hatchlings will be released by 
evening. We have been guard-
ing the sites round the clock 
with the help of  volunteers. 
Around 15 volunteers are in-
volved in the efforts,” he said.

According to forest authori-
ties, obtaining an exact count 
of  eggs is not always possible, 
as nests are left undisturbed 
where conditions are safe. At 

vulnerable locations, eggs are 
carefully relocated to tempo-
rarily protected nests set up by 
volunteers. Poonthura has 
three nesting sites, followed by 
two at Shankumugham and one 
at Vettucaud.

With the seasonal arrival of  
Olive Ridley turtles for nesting 
becoming a regular phenome-
non along the capital’s coast-
line, the forest department is 
planning to establish a central-
ised sea turtle hatchery in the 

district to strengthen conserva-
tion efforts.

“We are preparing a district-
level conservation plan for sea 
turtles, and a centralised hatch-
ery is part of  the proposal. The 
facility will be set up near the 
nesting beaches without dis-
rupting fishing activities. It 
will help protect and incubate 
eggs collected from unsafe loca-
tions. Similar hatcheries are 
already operational in other 
coastal districts,” said a senior 
of f icial  with the  forest 
department.

With an incubation period of  
around 45 days, more hatch-
lings are expected in the com-
ing days, said an official. How-
ever, conservationists remain 
cautious due to extreme weath-
er conditions.

“The eggs are highly sensi-
tive to temperature variations. 
Excessive heat or sudden drops 
in temperature can affect their 
development,” the official 
said.

Admissions 
for PhD 
open at 
BRIC-RGCB
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@T’Puram

The Rajiv Gandhi Centre 
for Biotechnology (BRIC-
RGCB), under the Depart-
ment of  Biotechnology, 
Government of  India, 
has announced admis-
sions to its PhD pro-
gramme beginning in 
August across various 
d o m a i n s  o f  
biotechnology. 

Candidates with a post-
graduate degree with at 
least 60% or a four-year 
bachelor’s degree with a 
minimum of  75% (or 
equivalent in the UGC 10-
point scale) in Life, Agri-
cultural, Environmental, 
Veterinary, Pharmaceuti-
cal, Medical Sciences or 
allied subjects are eligi-
ble to apply. 

Applicants must also 
hold a valid Junior Re-
search Fellowship from 
UGC, CSIR, ICMR, or 
DBT, tenable for five 
years. The deadline for 
submitting applications 
is May 10. For details, vis-
it the official website.

Each site is estimated to contain over 100 eggs, bringing the total no of eggs to around 600

An Olive Ridley turtle hatchling released to the sea at Poonthura beach |  EXPRESS

IN SAFE HANDS
Carrying her child, a mother tries to make her way through a rain-soaked roadblock set up by Mahila Morcha activists outside 

Vattiyoorkavu police station on Tuesday, against police action over clashes in Malamukal in Thiruvananthapuram | B P DEEPU 

Admissions open for courses at ICTAK
T’Puram: The ICT Academy of Kerala (ICTAK), supported by the 
government, has invited applications for its industry readiness 
programmes. ICTAK offers a range of certification programmes, 
including Data Science and Analytics, Full Stack Development with 
Generative AI Integration, Artificial Intelligence and Machine 
Learning, Cyber Security, and SDET (Quality Assurance Specialist). 
For details, contact +91 75 940 51437 or 47 127 00811, email info@
ictkerala.org, or visit the official website https://ictkerala.org

14 govt officers received kickbacks for  
aiding illegal soil mining, finds vigilance
T’Puram: The vigilance and anti-corruption bureau has detected 
widespread irregularities in connection with the issuing of passes 
and permits for mining soil during raids on Monday that targeted 
the geology and mining department offices and local bodies. A 
vigilance statement said that 14 government staff of the geology 
department and local bodies were found to have received D4.69 
lakh in total as kickbacks via payment apps. The raids were held in 
360 places as well as  sites where soil has been removed illegally. 

Fr Daniel Kuzhithadathil
T’Puram: Fr Daniel Kuzhithadathil, former principal of 
Mar Ivanios College, passed away on Tuesday. The 
funeral will be held at St Mary’s Malankara Syrian 
Catholic Church, Ullannoor,  Pathanamthitta, at 2 pm 
on Friday. He joined Mar Ivanios College on December 

1, 1983, as a faculty member in the Syriac department. He also was 
warden of St Thomas Hostel for 22 years and as college bursar from 
1997 to 2000. During his tenure as principal, the college secured an 
‘A’ grade from NAAC in its second accreditation cycle. 
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Honey trap: 19-year-old, accomplice 
held for robbing & assaulting youth
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ T’Puram

A 19-YEAR-OLD woman and her 
friend have been arrested for al-
legedly honey-trapping, assault-
ing, and robbing a youth they 
befriended through Instagram in 
Sreekaryam.

The accused have been identi-
fied as Soorya, 19, a native of  
Chellamangalam in Sreekar-
yam, and her friend Kai-
las, 20, a resident of  Pap-
panamcode estate. The 
victim is a native of  Th-
achappally in Keezhthon-
nakkal. According to the 
police, Soorya had estab-
lished contact with the victim 
via Instagram and lured him to 

Pangappara on April 18. When 
the youth reached the location as 

instructed, he was allegedly 
forced onto a scooter by 
Soorya’s friends who 
were waiting there.

The victim was then 
taken to a secluded pond 

area near Sangeetha Na-
gar, close to the Pangappara 

Health Centre, where he was 
physically assaulted. He was re-

portedly struck on the head with 
a beer bottle following which he 
suffered injuries.

The accused allegedly snatched 
the victim’s mobile phone and 
forced him to transfer `10,000 
from his bank account using the 
SBI YONO app to their account.
He was also coerced into sending 
`2,500 to another mobile phone 
number. After the assault and 
robbery, the accused abandoned 
the victim and fled from the 
place, the complaint said.

The arrests were made follow-
ing a probe by the Sreekaryam 
police based on the victim’s com-
plaint. The accused were later 
produced before a court and 
remanded.

Robbed of over K10k  
The accused allegedly snatched the 

victim’s mobile phone and forced
him to transfer H10,000 from his 

bank account to their account. He 
was also coerced into sending 

H2,500 to another phone number


