
07 BENGALURU 21�04�2026TUESDAY

TN CM MK Stalin and AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal campaign in Chennai; Congress leader Rahul Gandhi at a rally in Tirunelveli|  P JAWAHAR & V KARTHIKALAGU

TN will repent if it votes for 
NDA, says Kejriwal in Chennai

A G E N C I E S  @Chennai

NATIONAL convener of  the AAP Arvind 
Kejriwal on Monday said the people of  
Tamil Nadu would “repent” if  they voted 
NDA in the state in the April 23 polls, 
saying the state would meet the same 
fate as Delhi where the BJP “stopped all 
the good work” of  AAP.

Addressing a massive gathering at a 
roadshow along with Tamil Nadu Chief  
Minister M K Stalin here, in support of  
the DMK-led Secular Progressive Alli-
ance candidates, the former CM of  Delhi 
said Tamil Nadu doesn’t want the BJP.

Kejriwal, who addressed from atop a 
campaign vehicle with Stalin standing 
beside him, pointed at the huge crowd on 
either side of  the road and said, “The AI-
ADMK has done the biggest crime of  
bringing the BJP to Tamil Nadu.”  “ A 
year ago, the people made a mistake by 
voting for the BJP and now all the good 
work that we have done in Delhi, has been 
stopped by the BJP. The schools we start-
ed in Delhi, the clinics, free medicine and 
treatment in hospitals, free electricity 
and free water have all been stopped by 
the BJP,” he said.

Whether the people voted for the BJP 
or the AIADMK or NDA made no differ-
ence, because all the good work that Sta-
lin has started in Tamil Nadu will be 
stopped if  the NDA won the election, “and 
you will repent,” the top Aam Aadmi Par-
ty leader cautioned. “So, I request vote for 
Stalin saab (sir) and the DMK if  you want 
to sustain the good work. He (Stalin) has 
done a lot of  developmental work. This 
development should continue. He is one 
voice and a strong voice, too, against PM 
Modi in the Centre,” he said. Stalin was 
fighting not only for Tamil Nadu but also 
for the country. “He defeated the delimita-
tion bill which would have completely de-
stroyed our democracy and he stood 
against Modi and fought for the people of  
Tamil Nadu,” Kejriwal said.

A G E N C I E S  @Thoothukudi

CONGRESS leader Rahul Gandhi on Monday 
alleged that Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
visited Israel before the war broke out in Iran, 
complying with what he was told by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Addressing an election rally here, targeting 
the BJP, Gandhi reiterated his allegation that 
“PM Modi will jump if  Trump asks him to do 
so”.  Further, he alleged that before the war in 
Iran, suddenly Modi was told to go to Israel, 
and he took a plane, went there and came 
back. The reason for such behaviour was sim-
ple, “Epstein files and Adani,” he alleged. 

The Union government had rejected refer-
ences to PM Modi in the latest Jeffrey Epstein 
case files, describing it as “little more than 
trashy ruminations by a convicted criminal 
that deserves to be dismissed with the utmost 
contempt”. Gandhi alleged that US President 
Donald Trump openly says that PM Modi 
picks up the phone when he calls and address-
es him as, sir and added: “Imagine the Prime 
Minister of  India calling US President Donald 
Trump, sir.” Similarly, PM Modi expects the 
chief  minister of  Tamil Nadu to be submis-
sive to him and address him as “sir”. However, 
CM Stalin will never address Modi as sir. So 
PM Modi wishes to have an AIADMK CM in 
Tamil Nadu so that he would pick up the 
phone and say, “Yes sir, what can I do for you?” 
The BJP wants to have a government in Tamil 
Nadu that they can fully control, a chief  min-
ister who does exactly what they say.

Rahul said, “No matter what dream they 
have, they will never ever control people or 
the government of  Tamil Nadu, and we will 
never allow the BJP to have a government 
they can control in the state.”
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CASH-FOR-VOTE 
ALLEGATIONS 
SURFACE ACROSS TN
COIMBATORE/ 
TENKASI: With just 
three days left for 
polling, allegations of 
cash for votes are 
flying thick and fast. 
While a scuffle broke 
out between AIADMK 
and DMK over alleged 
cash distribution by 
DMK supporters in Coi-
mbatore late on Sund-
ay, a purported video 
of AIADMK candidate 
instructing cadres on 
cash distribution in 
Tenkasi went viral on 
Monday. In Ramanat-
hapuram, election 
flying squad offi-cials 
arrested three AIADMK 
funct-ionaries on 
Monday for distributing 
cash to voters at 
Sethidal village in 
Thiruvadanai. ENS

A three-year-old girl was killed in a stray dog attack at Katnapalli 
in Sultanabad mandal, Telangana, on Monday. The child, identified 
as Divya, was playing outside her residence in a brick kiln area when 
a pack of stray dogs attacked her and dragged her into nearby field

S U D A R S A N  M A H A R A N A 
@ Bhubaneswar

AHEAD of  the crucial Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of  
electoral rolls in Odisha,  a 
whopping 9.8 lakh names have 
been deleted during the ongo-
ing mapping exercise, drawing 
serious allegation of  wrongful 
removals. The development 
has also led the chief  electoral 
officer (CEO), Odisha, RS 
Gopalan, to put on hold the 
scrutiny of  around two lakh 
Form-7 applications received 
after April 2, 2026, which seek 
deletion or raise objections to 
entries in the rolls.

The 9.8 lakh deletions have 

been carried out by electoral 
registration officers since the 
commencement of  the map-
ping process. With Odisha hav-
ing about 3.40 crore electors as 
per the 2025 summary revi-
sion, including 1.72 crore men, 
1.68 crore women and 3,434 
transgender people, the dele-
tions account for roughly 
2.88% of  the electorate.

The exercise has triggered 
complaints of  wrongful remov-
al of  voters from the rolls. In a 
recent letter to EROs, addition-
al chief electoral officer Sush-
anta Kumar Mishra underlined 
that a substantial number of  
complaints have been received 
against wrongful deletions.

9.8 lakh voters removed, 
wrongful deletions alleged

Police flag `20-cr scam linked to Sabari ritual
KOCHI:  Kerala police flagged serious irregularities linked to the ‘neyy 

thenga’ ritual at the Sabarimala temple, with contractors suspected of 
illegally diverting the ghee-filled coconuts, meant to be consigned to 

the sacred ‘aazhi’ (fire pit), to private godowns. The ‘illicit trade’ is 
estimated to have generated up to Rs 50 lakh a day, potentially 

touching Rs 20 crore during the last season, despite contracts 
permitting only the collection of coconuts broken at designated areas 

on the temple premises. A report of the intelligence wing seeking a 
detailed investigation has been submitted and the matter has reached 
officials of the Travancore Devaswom Board, including the Sabarimala 

special commissioner and the executive magistrate, said a source. A 
Bengaluru-based company secured the annual contract to collect the 
coconut offerings for an amount of Rs 7.61 crore, the source said. ENSA patient undergoing treatment at the Virudhunagar GMCH 

Modi went to Israel 
complying with 
Trump’s diktat: Rahul

AIADMK cadres damage a 
car suspecting that it  was 
carrying cash
in Ramanathapuram on 
Sunday | EXPRESS

Firecracker unit blast: 
Toll hits 25, HC seeks 
TN’s reply on relief
H A R I N I  M  @ Virudhunagar

ON Sunday evening, the Government Medical Col-
lege Hospital (GMCH) in Virudhunagar witnessed a 
steady stream of  ambulances arriving at the mortu-
ary, each carrying the charred remains of  workers 
killed in the Kattanarpatti cracker unit explosion.

Family members had already gathered at the hos-
pital. As ambulances arrived, many peered through 
the windows, attempting to identify their loved ones 
even before the doors were opened. However, most 
bodies were burnt beyond recognition, leaving fam-
ilies distraught. “Athu yarunu therlayae (can’t rec-
ognise the person),” lamented the daughter of  one 
of  the victims, breaking down. The bodies were 
moved into the mortuary one after another, and rela-
tives were called in individually for identification.

The Madurai Bench of  Madras High Court on Mon-
day orally instructed the government counsels to get 
instructions from state authorities on the compensa-
tion proposed to be paid to the victims of  the cracker 
unit blast in Kattanarpatti village in Virudhunagar 
on Sunday. A bench of  justices N Sathish Kumar and 
M Jothiraman raised the question following a request 
made by a counsel, R Karunanidhi, asking the court 
to take suo motu cognisance of  the incident.
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