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Two killed, one injured as  
speeding car rams tree near Dandeli

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Dandeli (Uttara Kannada)

TWO persons were killed and 
one injured in a road accident 
which took place near Dandeli. 
The accident happened when a 
car veered off  the road and got 
stuck between trunks of  two 
trees, making the people and 
the police wonder as to how it 
could happen. People gathered 
to witness the scene of  the 
accident.

The incident occurred at 
Karka Cross near Azagaon on 
Monday night between Dandeli 
and Haliyal. The impact was so 
strong that two persons, one sit-
ting next to the driver and the 

other sitting in the rear seat be-
hind him, sustained severe 
head injuries which led to their 
deaths. The driver who also suf-
fered injuries was rushed to a 

hospital in Haliyal.
The deceased have been iden-

tified as Farookh Saab, a native 
of  Dharwad, and Mudassir Is-
mail Mulla from Haliyal

75TH ANNUAL CONVOCATION OF KUD  
TO BE HELD TOMORROW

Dharwad: The 75th Annual Convocation of Karnataka University Dharwad (KUD) will be held on 
Thursday, April 23 at 11 am at Gandhi Bhavan, said KUD Vice-Chancellor A.M. Khan. Addressing a 

press conference here on Tuesday, he said the convocation will be presided over by Governor of the 
state, Thaawarchand Gehlot. The immediate past chairman of ISRO A.S. Kirankumar will deliver the 
convocation address. Higher Education Minister M.C. Sudhakar will be the chief guest. On the day, 113 

students will receive gold medals in attendance, 57 students will receive prizes in attendance, 78 
students will receive scholarships and 69 students will receive ranks. 252 candidates from the 

Departments of Arts, Commerce, Social Sciences, Science and Technology, Law and Management, 
and Education will receive Ph.D. degrees, of which 172 are men and 80 are women. A total of 4,129 
postgraduate degrees students from the Departments of Arts, Commerce, Social Sciences, Science 

and Technology, Law and Management, Education and Physical Education will receive degrees in 
attendance and absence. A total of 24,030 bachelor’s degree students in various subjects of the 
degree will receive degrees in presence and absence at the convocation. A total of 69 students in 

various subjects will receive postgraduate diploma degrees. So far, 104 people have been awarded 
honorary doctorates from Karnataka University in the convocation. ENS

ALLEN Career 
Institute students 
score big in PU exam
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  H u b b a l l i

ALLEN Career Institute’s Hubballi 
branch has achieved excellent re-
sults of  its very first graduating PU 
batch, proving its prowess in both 
board exams and competitive en-

trance tests.
In the 2nd PU Board results, the in-

stitute’s students delivered a stellar per-
formance. Sannidhi G. Kamath emerged as a top 
achiever with an outstanding 585 marks. Following 
closely, Ashish Nayak and Amit DK both secured an 
impressive 580 marks. Demonstrating the institute’s 
academic depth, 29 students scored above the 90% 
mark. Mahesh Yadav, Vice President and ALLEN 
South Zone Head, extended congratulations to the 
students and their parents.

Sirsi residents unite against bad 
roads, plan protests and PILs 

A M I T  S  U P A D H Y E  @ Hubballi

FOR the past few weeks, the 
residents of  Sirsi are on a mis-
sion. After being let down by 
the authorities who failed to 
complete the road works, they 
have taken it to social media 
creating memes in anger. 

Under pressure, politicians 
from the district have assured 
early completion of  works but 
the approaching monsoon has 
made the residents worry 
further.

The road stretch leading to 
Hubballi and Haveri from Sirsi 
is in its worst condition and the 
road repair work has been un-
dertaken for the last six years 
with no sign of  completion. 
The stretch between Sirsi and 
Kumta is motorable but the 
work is not completed. The 
state of  Sirsi-Haveri road has 
gone worse, and commuters 
and residents living along the 
highway and shopkeepers are 

blaming the authorities for de-
lay in the road making.

The road stretch from Haveri-
Sirsi-Kumta has been upgraded 
to National Highway (766E) but 
the work is moving at a snail’s 
pace. With the nightmare of  
monsoon last year, the resi-
dents are in no mood to bear 
the slushy roads when it rains. 
With less than a month for 
monsoon to set in, the residents 
are urging the MP and MLAs to 
complete the road.

For the last many years the 
activists in Sirsi have been 
writing to National Highways 
Authority of  India (NHAI), 
Central Vigilance Commission, 

Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral of  India and the Prime 
Minister’s Office. But their eve-
ry letter was referred to special 
officer of  NHAI sitting in Hon-
navar and the same office is 
giving misleading information 
to the Central government. 

“Good road infrastructure is 
a fundamental right of  every 
citizen. We are talking about 
the roads which transport the 
highest GST paying agricultur-
al goods (arecanut) to Hubballi. 
The road stretch falls under the 
NHAI which is not showing 
any interest in speeding up the 
project,” said Ravikumar Pat-
wardhan, an activist and Ay-
urvedic doctor from Sirsi. 

Patwardhan has been writ-
ing letters to the Central au-
thorities for a long time but 
there is no speeding up of  road 
works on NH 766E which is part 
of  Central government’s Sagar-
mala project.

‘The bus conductors while 

reaching Sirsi wear a mask and 
ask the passengers to close the 
windows to protect themselves 
from the dust. The vehicles are 
using headlights during broad 
daylight due to dust pollution. 
Imagine the effect of  such dust 
on the residents and shopkeep-
ers along the highway. Now I 
have written to the NHAI de-
manding N95 masks for all 
commuters on this stretch,” he 
noted. 

The activists are now plan-
ning to send notice and file a 
PIL in the court against the 
slow pace of  the road work. Ad-
vocate Ravindra Naik from Sid-
dapur demanded that the au-
thorities take suo-moto case 
against the contractor and 
NHAI for causing public nui-
sance due to the slow pace of  
work. “We are planning to send 
a notice to the NHAI and also 
file a PIL in the court regarding 
the slow pace of  road work,” he 
said.

The pathetic condition of dust-emitting road between Sirsi and Hubballi | EXPRESS

The mangled remains of the car after the accident | EXPRESS

The defeat of Women’s Reservation Bill is the defeat 
of 70 crore women in the country. The day the bill 
was defeated was a dark day for Indian democracy

Dr K 
Sudhakar, 
BJP MP

KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE STARS, 
AND YOUR FEET ON THE GROUND 
❯ THEODORE ROOSEVELT
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THE ONLY 
CONSTANT  

IN THE 
TECHNOLOGY 
INDUSTRY IS 

CHANGE
MARC BENIOFF


