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42 Brazilian
Senators voted against Lula da Silva’s Supreme 
Court nominee, leading to first rejection in 132 years

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY
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DUBAI

IRAN’S supreme leader said Thursday that the Is-
lamic Republic will protect its “nuclear and missile 
capabilities” as a national asset, likely seeking to 
draw a hard line as US President Donald Trump 
seeks a wider deal to cement the shaky ceasefire 
now holding in the war. 

Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, speaking in a 
written statement read by a state television anchor 
as he has since taking over as Iran’s supreme lead-
er, struck a defiant tone, insisting the only place 
Americans belonged in the Persian Gulf  is “at the 
bottom of  its waters” and that a “new chapter” was 
being written in the region’s history.

However, his remarks come as Iran’s oil industry 
has begun to be squeezed by a US Navy blockade 
halting its oil tankers from getting out to sea. Mean-
while, benchmark Brent crude for June delivery 
reached as much as USD 126 a barrel in trading on 
Thursday as Iran maintains its chokehold on the 
Strait of  Hormuz, the narrow mouth of  the Per-

sian Gulf  through which a 
fifth of  all crude oil and nat-
ural gas traded passes. 

All this is putting addi-
tional pressure on the 
world’s economy as Trump 
likely weighs how to re-

spond. “By God’s help and power, the bright future 
of  the Persian Gulf  region will be a future without 
America, one serving the progress, comfort and 
prosperity of  its people,” Khamenei said in the 
statement, read like all others since he reportedly 
was wounded in the Feb 28 attack that killed his 
father, the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei. “We and our neighbours across the waters of  
the Persian Gulf  and the (Gulf) of  Oman share a 
common destiny. Foreigners who come from thou-
sands of  kilometers away to act with greed and 
malice there have no place in it - except at the bot-
tom of  its waters.” 

ATHENS 

ORGANISERS of  a Gaza-bound 
aid flotilla on Thursday said Is-
rael’s army had “kidnapped” 
211 activists including a Paris 
city councillor in a raid in in-
ternational waters off  Greece.

Helene Coron, a spokeswom-
an for the Global Sumud France, 
told an online news conference 
that the operation had taken 
place near the Greek is-
land of  Crete, at an “un-
precedented” distance 
from the Gaza coast.

Yasmine Scola, an 
activist on board the 
flotilla, said her col-
leagues had been “kid-
napped” by Israel. Israel’s for-
eign ministry had earlier put 
the number of  those detained at 
175. Coron said those intercept-
ed included Paris Communist 
local councillor Raphaelle 
Primet and another 10 French 
nationals.

“We don’t have the informa-
tion for the other nationalities, 
but the boats were mixed in 

terms of  nationality, so there 
were crew members from all 48 
delegations,” she said.

Rome, in a government state-
ment, called for the immediate 
release of  “all the unlawfully 
detained Italians”.

The organisers of  the latest 
flotilla of  pro-Palestinian activ-
ists seeking to break Israel’s 
blockade on Gaza announced 

early on Thursday that their 
boats had been surround-

ed by Israeli military 
ships while off  the 
coast of  Crete.

“At the time of  pub-
lishing this statement 

(06.30 am Paris time, 04:30 
GMT), at least 22 of  the flo-

tilla’s 58 boats have been 
stormed by Israeli forces in 
complete violation of  interna-
tional law,” the Global Sumud 
Flotilla said.

According to an AFP verifica-
tion, based on tracking data 
from the organisers, the boats 
were intercepted in the Greek 
exclusive economic zone  
(EEZ). AFP

No compromise on nuclear, missile 
capabilities: Iran’s supreme leader
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei signals Iran wants to maintain its grip over Strait of Hormuz

Trump warns 
he may cut US 
troop count in 

Germany
US President 

Donald Trump on 
Wednesday

levelled a new 
threat against 

NATO ally 
Germany, 

suggesting he 
could soon reduce 

the American 
military presence 

there as he 
continues to feud 

with Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz over 

the US-Israel war 
against Iran. 

Trump made the 
threat after Merz 
earlier this week 
said that the US 

was being 
“humiliated” by 

the Iranian 
leadership and 

criticised 
Washington’s lack 

of strategy in the 
war. Trump has 
also repeatedly 

railed against 
NATO for the 

alliance’s refusal 
to assist the 

United States in its 
two-month-old 

war with  
Iran 

211 activists ‘kidnapped’ 
by Israeli forces, Gaza  
flotilla organisers say

NEW YORK

NEW York City Mayor Zohran 
Mamdani said he would en-
courage King Charles III to re-
turn the Koh-i-Noor diamond.

“If  I was to speak to the King 
separately from that, I would 
probably encourage him to re-
turn the Koh-i-Noor diamond,” 
Mamdani said at a press confer-
ence before he met the British 
m o n a r c h  i n  t h e  c i t y  
on Wednesday.  

Mamdani was asked what he 
would say to the King, who vis-
ited New York City on the sec-
ond day of  his State Visit to the 
United States.

Hours later, Mamdani met 
King Charles at the 9/11 memo-
rial, but it was not confirmed 
whether he discussed the Koh-
i-Noor issue with the visiting 
British monarch.

King Charles and Queen 
Camilla visited the 9/11 Memo-
rial to pay their respects to the 
victims of  the terror attack.

King Charles addressed a 
joint meeting of  the US Con-

gress Tuesday, as he and Queen 
Camilla were honoured at a 
state dinner hosted by Presi-
dent Donald Trump and First 
Lady Melania Trump in the 
White House.  

They also visited Harlem 
Grown, a network of  urban 
farms supporting children and 
f a m i l i e s  i n  U p p e r  
Manhattan.

The 105.6-carat Koh-i-Noor 
diamond was given to Queen 
Victoria in 1849 by Maharajah 

Duleep Singh. It was worn by 
the Queen Mother on her 
crown in 1937.  

India has indicated that it 
will continue to explore ways 
to bring back the Koh-i-noor 
from the United Kingdom.

The country has been rais-
ing the matter from time to 
time with the UK government 
and said it will continue to ex-
plore ways and means for ob-
taining a “satisfactory resolu-
tion of  the matter”.   

Mamdani wanted to ask King Charles 
to return Koh-i-Noor. Did he?

New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani greets Britain’s King Charles III  on Wednesday |  AFP
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Mobile No. 96461-55525
E-Tender Enq. No. 7800/P-3/EMP-13307  Dated: 28.04.26
Dy. Chief Engineer / Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTP, Roopnagar invites 
E-Tender ID No. 2026_POWER_167167_1 for Procurement of Spares for ID Fans 
(Exchangeable vane).  For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to 
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 29.04.2026 / 03.00 PM onwards.

Note: - Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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