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X OF THE Dijo Kappan was a rare public servant who gave “social service” its true meaning. A tireless
DAY advocate for farmers & consumers, he was a brotherly figure to me for decades. His sincerity

HOTELS INSTATE TODOWN SHUTTERS ONMAY 6

As Centre raises prices, cost of LPG cylinder crosses 33,000 in state | Eateries warn of 50-60% hike in menu prices

SHAINU MOHAN @ T’Puram

THE steep rise in commercial
LPG prices has jolted Kerala’s
restaurant industry, with eater-
ies warning of a 50-60% hike in
menu prices. On Friday, the
central government increased
the price of 19kg commercial
LPG cylinders by %993, with the
cost of a cylinder crossing
Z3,000 in the state. The decision
has come as a further blow to
food-business operators who
are already on the verge of clo-
sure due to the LPG crisis trig-
gered by tensions in West
Asia.

Warning of job losses and a
spike in food prices, the Kerala
Hotel and Restaurants Associa-
tion (KHRA) has called for a
statewide shutdown on May 6,
while demanding immediate
relief measures from the Cen-
tre and state governments.

KHRA state president G Jaya-
pal said the sector is already
under severe stress and will not
be able to absorb the latest LPG
price hike.

He said that the situation is
grave and the cumulative rise
in cost of LPG, milk, vegeta-
bles, pulses, and cooking oil has
made operations unsustaina-
ble. “Prices of essentials have
skyrocketed. Coconut oil that

Unni S Nair

Kochi: Journalist and
former secretary of
the Ernakulam Press
Club, Unni S Nair, 53,
passed away on
Sunday. A journalist
with 25 years of
experience, he has
worked with The New Indian
Express, Manorama News, PTI,
Jeevan TV and NTV. The funeral
will be held at his residence,
Krishnavilasam, at Perumpara
Junction, Cherthala, at 11am on
Sunday. Unni is survived by wife
Preetha G Panickar (secretary,
Merchant’s Association
Co-operative Society) and
children Ananda Padmanabhan
and Achuthan Unni.
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A small hotel near the Secretariat in Thiruvananthapuram puts up a revised price

list, reflecting the hike in the cost of LPG cylinders | B pbeepu

once cost 100 is now nearing
Z300. Pulses are around %150
per kg, chickpeas have crossed
%100, and even small lentils are
touching %170. Along with this,
LPG prices have shot up drasti-
cally. To stay viable, we may
have to raise menu prices by 50-
60%,” he said.

At the same time, operators
fear reduced footfall and de-
cline in sales if the menu rates

are hiked. “A steep hike is not
practical. Even increasing the
price of acup of teafrom<I12-14
to %18-20 overnight is not feasi-
ble. A %2 increase itself is dif-
ficult to sustain customers,”
said Sasidharan, a restaurant
owner in the state capital.
KHRA said the burden of
LPG price hikes is dispropor-
tionately borne by commercial
cylinder users. “Around 85%

Feeling the heat

Recent trend of commercial LPG
prices in Ernakulam, per cylinder

Dec 2025 21,587
April 2026 2,090
May 2026 Z3,085

of LPG usage is domestic and
only 15% is commercial. Yet,
instead of increasing domestic
prices, the entire burden is
shifted to the commercial seg-
ment. This results in higher
GST collections for the govern-
ment while oil companies also
maintain profits,” Jayapal
alleged.

The association has urged
both the Centre and the state
government to intervene and
offer relief measures such as
subsidies, waiver or extension
of loan repayment deadlines,
reduction or deferment of 1li-
cence fees, and relaxation of
various taxes.

The Kerala Vyapari
Vyavasayi Ekopana Samithi
and political parties have an-
nounced solidarity with
KHRA’s statewide strike on
Wednesday.

The CPM state secretariat
called for widespread protests

Instead of increasing
domestic prices, the
entire burdenis shifted to

the commercial segment.

This results in higher GST
collections for the government
while oil companies also maintain
profits — G Jayapal, KHRA state prez

against the steep hike in com-
mercial LPG prices, alleging
that the move would trigger in-
flation and ultimately burden
the public. In a statement, the
party accused the Union gov-
ernment of prioritising corpo-
rate interests and imposing an
unprecedented increase in cyl-
inder prices.

The hike in LPG prices right
after the latest series of assem-
bly elections also raises ques-
tions about the legitimacy of
the central government’s
claims denying any shortage in
the country. “Many of our busi-
nesses are now spending close
to ¥1 lakh a month on LPG
alone, said K T'Rahim, Ernaku-
lam secretary of the KHRA.
“Moreover, there is a limit to
how much we can recover this
amount by increasing the price
of food items,” he said.

— With inputs from Kochi
bureau

Expatriate’s death: Tribunal awards I9-cr reparation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Kozhikode

IN A significant verdict, the
Kozhikode Motor Accidents
Claims Tribunal (MACT) has
awarded a record-breaking
compensation of 9,01,67,500 to
the family of an expatriate
killed in a road accident. Deliv-
ered by Principal Judge K
Rakesh on April 25, the judg-
ment directs the New India As-
surance Company to pay the
sum, marking one of the high-
est compensation amounts
ever granted by a tribunal in
Kerala.

The victim, Shijin, a native

Historic settlement

In determining the historic settlement, the tribunal factored in the
victim’s high overseas salary, his age at the time of death, and the
financial dependency of his young family

of Thiruvangoor, was employed
as a senior operator for Abu
Dhabi Polymers in the UAE.
The tragic incident occurred
on March 28, 2023, at Malikka-
davu, Kozhikode, while Shijin
was home on leave. He was
travelling on his motorcycle
around 1 am when he was hit
by a lorry that was reportedly
being driven in a rash and neg-
ligent manner. Though he was

taken to the Kozhikode Medical
College Hospital immediately,
his life could not be saved.

The compensation petition
was filed by Shijin’s wife,
Nikhila Karunakaran, their
two children, Ishan and
Parthiv, and his mother,
Radha.

In determining the historic
settlement, the tribunal fac-
tored in Shijin’s high overseas

salary, his age at the time of
death, and the financial de-
pendency of his young family.

Legal experts noted that the
court also considered the
loss of various international
allowances, such as education-
al support for his children and
free accommodation provided
by his employer in Abu
Dhabi.

The case was represented by
advocates P M Ramesh Babu,
Shameem Ahamed, and Ani-
lesh. Shijin’s family’s advocate
Ramesh Babu responded, “It
was a historic court verdict and
the family of the victim de-
serves the compensation.”

& commitment to the people, even beyond power politics, will always be remembered.

Consumer activist
Dejo Kappan dies at 69

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Kottayam

life through student politics
and served as state president
of the Kerala Congress stu-
dents’ wing and Youth Front.
In 1998, he quit active poli-
tics to focus on championing
consumer and farmer rights.
Through the organisation,
Centre for Consumer
Education, he ob-

DEJO Kappan, who worked
beyond party politics to pro-
tect the rights of consumers
and farmers and was an ac-
tive presence in the public
sphere of Kerala,
passed away. He was

69. tained verdicts ben-

He was undergoing eficial to the public
treatment following a in at least two dozen
car accident in Thiru- cases through public

vananthapuram on
October 16, 2025 and
passed away at 9.30
am on Friday at a private
hospital in Cherpunkal. The
body was brought to his resi-
dence at Palakad near
Edamattom in Pala on Satur-
day. Funeral services are
scheduled to commence at
hisresidence at 2 pm on Sun-
day, followed by interment at
the Cherupushpam Church
Cemetery, Palakad.

Kappan began his public

interest litigations
filed in the Supreme
Court and the High
Court.

He was a relentless advo-
cate for improving the serv-
ices of the KSRTC and the
KSEB for the benefit of the
public.

Kappan has held the posi-
tions of president of Public
Transport Protection Com-
mittee, and president of
Sabari Railway Central Ac-
tion Council, among others.

%10 lakh aid announced_
for Valparai victims’ kin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @TPuram

THE state Cabinet on Saturday announced a compensation of ¥10
lakh each to the families of those who died in the Valparai
accident.

The Cabinet decided to provide financial assistance from the
Chief Minister’s Disaster Relief Fund (CMDRF) to the families of
five victims who did not have insurance coverage. The beneficiar-
~les are the relatives of school bus driver Noushad

= Ali, noon meal worker Sajida, Rukhiya, Shakeela,
and student Muhammed Hisham.

The government will also bear the treatment
expenses of the injured, including Muhammed
Shahadin and Masneen — children of a deceased

teacher — and driver Muhammed Fahis. In addi-

tion, those with insurance coverage will be eligible
for CMDREF support if their medical expenses exceed the insured
limit.

The accident occurred on April 17, when teachers of Govern-
ment UP School, Pang, in Malappuram, along with their family
members, were on a tour. Ten people were Killed in the accident.

The Cabinet also approved the creation of 14 additional posts
for the smooth functioning of the 12th Pay Revision
Commission.

TVK prepares - Dog dies as cylinder explodes at gas filling stn Burnt body of woman found in Bannerghatta Couple kills labourer, buries body in grove, arrested
'-“2 Krishnagiri: A storage cylinder at a CO2 gas filling station near Bengaluru: The burnt body of an unidentified woman was found on Coimbatore: Anamalai police arrested a couple on charges of murdering
resort tO :.,.,. Hosur exploded on Saturday morning, killing a stray dog and the Kaggalipura Road near Bilwaradahalli on Saturday morning a labourer and burying him at a grove in Kaliyapuram on Saturday. The
¢ damaging two electricity poles. On Saturday, gas was being around 9.30 am. Police said it is suspected that miscreants killed the arrested have been identified as M Chandran, 50, and his wife C
1 . . - filled in a 10 tonne cylinder when it exploded. On impact, the woman in her late sixties, and in a bid to destroy evidence, poured Kaleeswari, 48. The couple had been working as labourers at a grove in
corral w lnnlng station building and two electricity poles were also damaged. petrol on the body and set it on fire. Kaliyapuram for three months. The deceased is as N Karuppusamy, 44.
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ODISHA MINING CORPORATION LTD ODISHA MINING "sﬁ‘ """“ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ?!ﬂﬂﬁIEE;E%E.FH.[.EUE.E!HH”"' ' LﬂkEhEﬂWEEp Administration
PRABHAKAR TAMILARASU (A Gold Category State PSU) CORPORATION LTD. Guntur District - 522237, Anchra Pradesh ' Directorate of Education, Kavaratti- 682 555
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o s 'NAME OF THE WORK: APCADA-Request for Froposal (RFP) far *Sefection of Strategic Support F Mo LD-08003/5/2025-Est-Dir of Edn - Part(1) Dated; 30.04 2026
STARfIN% at th2p0881gil- NIT No.15/0MC/CIVIL/2026 Agency |S54) for Preparation of the Ameravat Economic Regian Plen [(AERF)", AD VER TIEEMENT
1ty of a hung Assembly Tender for the following works is invited on-line through e-procurement portal of Govt. of Odisha The bid may be downisaded on AP e-procuresnent pertal rom a day aMer appeoval of NIT wah
once the poll results are . - ’ - 40 days schedude (02-05-2026 to 11-08-2028). For Furiher delails plesse rafar o The Department of Education, Administration of the Union Territory
out on May 4, TN parties sl No Name of the work Esggt]?}ﬁd -I;fn,:ﬁ epeg(:s Class of | EMD online %git (r)r]:eE;:? WAL DEPrOCUINEME Nt Govin Bnd WWWLETBA.AR.OEVIN. o oueeiurs asenns ANARAVT) of Lakshadwesp, Kavaratti invites competitive open Tender Enguiry
are bracine themselves . w _ w Contractor | (In Rupees u in single bid system for the supply of items for the setting up of
for the infa%nous ‘resort . lakh) (in month) ( pees) (Rs.) — GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA Catering Lab at Government College of Arts & Science, Kadmat
olitics’ as Viiav’s Tami- Integrated Tourism @ HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN #. Tender documents are available from the website
b viay Development of Raghura- , , 10,000/- www.lakshadweep.gov.in. The interested party can download and
laga Vettri Kazhagam 1 Ve 0 | 1396.23 | 16 (Sixteen) | A & Special | 13,96,230/- ) WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD .
TVK)h d jpur in the district of Purl +18% GST Ofo Chief General Manager (Engg), Transmission Circle, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-04 apply within the sltipulated time,
(T'VK) has made arrange- (Retender) "e’-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTIFICATION ST M TIPSO
ments to %91("11”31 Its victo- | 4 "availability of Bid document in Govt. portal from dt.04.05.2026 to dt.18.05.2026 up to 5.00 PM. T pging [F1 Gocumer (DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION)
gt)orlis ;?nPéoillt'eesr?tI?egeI: 2. Last date of on-line submission of tender in the portal is dt.18.05.2026 up to 5.00 PM. No. & Date Name of Work approx ) ﬁh‘f;
Mahabalipura IJn Tt is per- 3. Date of opening of Technical Bid is dt.19.05.2026 at 11.00 AM. | | | EPio. 94 |Refubimanior 2l MeD ramwatereandatl 1 KARNATAKA NEERAVARI NIGAM LIMITED
tinent to note tHat hours All other details can be seen from bid documents available at Govt. web site www.tendersodisha.gov.in. CGM(E)ITC/! [from Osmansagar to Asifnagar filter beds fo| Rs. | DE.D5.2026 (A government of Karnataka Enterprises)
. Odisha Mining Corporation Ltd. reserves the right to reject any or all tenders without assigning any T TD.No.A ! |amest leakages and frequent breakdowns| 198.61 @ :
after the exit poll results reason thereof. o Refurblshment/ |and thereby reduce UFWINRW under| crores | 4,00 pm Office of the Executive Engineer, Karnataka Neeravari
were declared last Sd/- GM (Civil) o E;:g?&?ﬂ;;;ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂ- 8O-, Trans.Div. Nigam Limited, No.4 BRLBC Division, Bhadravathi.
nggiiiig tvalljsalzirllﬁlﬁeig : No: EE/ KNNL/ BDON-4/TA/PB-1/4701 Bhadra /5th Call Tender
WITHOUT HARD WORK, NOTHING GROWS Further delails can b seen on www.eprocurement.gov.in Notification No: 11/2025-26: Dated: 27.04.2026

party candidates to rush
to the party headquarters
at Panaiyur without de-
lay if they are declared
the winners on May 4.
With different exit poll
surveys giving the upper
hand to different parties

Sdi- Chief General Manager (Enga), Transmission Circle, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-04 SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION - Call-5

‘ The: Tenderers are requested to upload the information on the Zip format preferably.
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~ (THROUGH KPP PORTAL ONLY)

Ref. 1) No: EE/ KNNL/BDN-4/TA/PB-14701 Bhadra / Tender
Notification No: 11/2025-26: Dated: 06.10.2025 2) No: EE/
KNNL/ BDN-4/TA/PB-1/4701 Bhadra / 2nd Call Tender
Notification No: 11/2025-26; Dated: 28.11.2025 3) No: EE/

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Limited, Pushpamangalom Estote, Mh Bye
Pass Road, Edapally, Cochin- BE2024

PUBLIC NOTICE-TENDER CUM E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF SECURED ASS5ET
=B proviso to Hule 8{6)
Notice for sale of immovable osset{s)
E-Auction Sole Motice for the sole of immevable assetis) under the Securitisotion ond Reconstruction of Financial

(@I1CICI Bank

—DMK alliance, TVK, and USED CARS CHANGE OF NAME ft'-.:rﬂnlur: gﬂ?lﬁﬂﬁhﬂmg&lh?l Security Interest Act, 2002 reod with proviso to Rule B {6) of the Security Interest KNNL/BDON-4/TA/PB-1/4701 Bhadra / 3rd Call Tender
AIADMK bloc — TVK | WANTED USED CARS Spol paymerl & || pRaDEEP KUMAR MEETHALE ;hll-n “"’élf-“'f:_'h"t'l'f_‘hb'-':'l'“?“b'llﬂ'l'“‘ public in gfenrdnilj;m:! In particular ;nfhe E::l’nérmé.f_w[-'-}rr:gd'l';luqm;:\tm (5) that the Notification No: 11/2025-26Dated: 28.01.2026 4) No: EE/
] T Al o = GRALMITTIT) T r r —\.:ﬂ.—hﬁ-r 2OV OESCTIOe0 iImmovoDie H:IFIEH.}' mart age charged o the Securo reditor, T PAYSECOl DDESESSH0m O . §
Ch.lef and actor C.Joseph make any model all herala Fdo0li/: MAYOTH HD‘_?'_R, C PASS i which hios been token by ll1t}Eu1hﬂri1.i::d Erf!:';ll:nr of ICIC] I-Elgnr.lnhc Limited will b sold an 'As s where (5", "As is whot is' KENN LJ'll BDON-4/TA/PB-1/4701 Bhadra /ath Call Tender
Vl]ay had aSked hlS party r‘q._'ME-EH E. FELYL S ESEILJEJ Al |.1r|.|:|'Wl'u:ll:r'.h-_.r1|1.:-r|_=4:.'u'..F:|E|"1||r kit F:l]r!tl'ulnla. ql-..l::-n|u-|1-|.||1dw_ . 3
. . = : ] _ : 2 Notification No: 11/2025-26 Dated: 23.03.2026
functionaries to keep the MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA ON 0 &r. Name of Detalls of the Amount |[Reserve| Date and | Daote &
resort ready for accom- NART NG OCT 2024 AND WILL EXPIRES ON 10 Nol cﬂugﬂn:;;ﬁfhﬁ-; Secured osset(s) IDutstanding|_FPrice F‘I;irnE of ETAm-thf Percentage Tenders by kpp portal in the prescribed form Is
modating at least 100 win- EED: ‘E;;f'r" SFE':EEE,TQMQAP;Q; “"jl:::JE:E:I:Eﬂ[?IHu E;E:}R-,:'::.-ﬂ';g Eriqjé?ﬁ.' mgﬁﬁﬁn e invited by the undersigned on behalf of Managing Director,
ning candidates. — EHHTM e of "‘:;.:*';l 4 r"p,_\_ ':'HL *;aff._ 0 i ) ”E;"F 5 DE::EDE" & & KNNL, Bangalore from the eligible Contractor under the Head
“After the meeting with | SAF 2 rn: “::D, i ;_d::f BEEN CHANGED MY NAME TO CHf PSS P 15*665 PR -L-; -n;f- e Riog of Account 4701 Bhadra. The No. of work is 01. The
A . 3 i1 Tids - s e e | B, ; . : g, ! ; :
party Can.(.hdates on (loani ﬁ,.,: H1'-; ﬂ.."rm;:_-:.. N .r_.l,l O ) PRADEEFP MAYOTH, AS PER qg.:,,-.-.;ﬁ:,;, H?? Nu;f&z‘;" BC. pmnkun:f,‘;'ﬂn ¥ 7.86,065/- | 25,50, | 22, 2026. | 28, 2026, approximate cost of amount put to tender is Rs.4225.15
’ Fai L HE GOVERNMENT OF KERALA, {Anjona Ninan Apartments, Appartment No. BC with S on ail :
Thursday, Vijay asked the | -* 5% " WIALIONE. | THE GOVERNMENT OF KERA (A it R LR PR o khs. Th f EMD is Rs.42.25 Lakhs (Rs.1.00 lakh
. . Ph0dT1- 2373960, 7531040 h et iyl Py ;i : Anril 12:00 PM | 10:30 AM Lakns. Ine amount o 15 R5.4.4. akhs (Rs.1, akns
functionaries to book the a INDIA. GAZETTE NOTIFICATION {{Co-Borrowers) built-up Area 1050 in Ayyanthole p Rs.2,55, . o
o AR (-1 T TR W TLaG: |Loan Account No. | Village, Thrissur Toluk, Thrissur District| 27, 2026) | 000/ . e-cash balance amt e-BG Rs.41.25 lakhs) (by kpp portal)
resort to accommodate oo |NO.48 Dt 02 DECEMBER 2025. THIS |LBTHROOOD2063523 |- GRO0G2. Bounded on the Nerth ' | .
the winning candidates,” !.B.!.II..I. RESIDENCY, Hfar PE['[B:'I: Tf.:.ma-. ETAH&_-;:_L_:?ME IHT—G ETET |LBTHRO0002063524 | Properties, of saidy moulavi, pathumma & | cnntaclturs can access and submission of completed e-
a source privy to the de- alra..:m .r:.-a.ﬂd[un~;1r-;LE1an_ Eﬁ,i@,'e'r"l' IN ALL RECORDS RELATED TO ME EchTmlr %zgdmmﬂ siugxdhdﬂbnm, tendering documents from 29.04.2026 to 15.05.2026 upto
velopments told T'NIE. Al Rooms (ell: GZBZMI34, S0ASTOTEL it el Ui Ty 17.30 hours in the website http://kppp.karnataka.gow.in.

According to sources,
TVK usually arranges
state-level functionaries’
meet at the private resort
at Poonjeri. The resort
could accommodate more
than 100 people. The
source also added that Vi-
jay had sarcastically told
the candidates at the
meeting “not to go any-
where after winning the
seat”.

ERMAKULAM
ANADIYIL LEELA KRISHNA INN, Near
Vakangamibaiam, Kalathiparambel (ross Road,
tmakuiam South, Uean & Hygeemic, AL §
Non-AC moms. Ph 0434-2570080, 1375080,
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KEEP YOUR EYES
ON THE STARS,
AND YOUR FEET
ON THE GROUND
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CHANGE OF NAME

I, SHRUTH! MARC) ARAYAKEATE

Do Manoj Kumar Arayakkate

holder of Indian Passport
Mo. K5727224, residing at
‘Shreyas’, Areekkara Paramba

Kuthiravattom P.O, Kozhikode

Kerala- 673016, hereby change
my name from SHRUTHI MANQJ
io SHRUTHI MANOJ ARAYAKKATE
vide affidavit dated 30-04-2026

Hencelorth, | shall be known as
SHRUTHI MAND) ARAYAKKATE
for all purposes

The onling auction will be conducted on the website (URL Link- https:/ossets. motexouctions.com) of our
auction agency M/s Matex Technologies Pvt Ltd. The Mortgagors! Noticees ore given a lost chonce to
pay the total dues with further interest by Moy 26, 2026, before 05:00 PM else the secured osset(s) will be
sold os perschedule.
The prospective bidder|s) must submit the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) Demand Draft (DD} (Refer Column E) ot
ICICI Bonk Lid., Pushpamongolam Estote, Mh Bye Poss Road, Edopally, Cochin-682024 Branch on or before
May 26, 2026, before 05:00 P.M Thereofter, they hove to submit their offer through the websibe mentioned
obove on or before May 26, 2026, before 05:00P.M. olong with the scanned imoge of the Bonk acknowledged DD
towaords proof of poyment of EMD. In cose the prospective bidder{s) is/ are unable to submit his/ her/ their offer
through the website, then the signed copy of tender documents moy be submitted ot CIC] Bonk Ltd.,
Pushpomangolam Estote, Nh Bye Poss Road, Edapally, Cochin-882024 Branch on or before Moy 26, 2026 before
0500 P4, Earnest Maney Deposit DDYPO should be fram a Mationalised’ Scheduled Bank in fowaur of 'TCHCI
Bank Limited' poyoble ot Cochin
Far any further clarificotions [n terms of inspectlan, Terms and Conditions of the E-Auction ar submilgsion of
tenders, contoct ICHC] Bank Employes Phone Mo, B129601439/96552 25632,

The Awuthorised Officer reserves the nght to reject any or all the bids without furndshing amy further reasons.
For detaled Terms ond Conditions of the sole, please visit wwwiicicibank.comindpds

Diote | Moy 03, 2026
\Ploce: Kozhikode

Adthorized Officer,
ICICI Bonk Limited.#

Technical Bid will be opened on 16.05.2026 at 17.30 hours
and Financial Bid will be opened on after obtaining approval
of technical bid from competent authority. Pre-Bid Meeting
on dated: 12.05.2026 @ 11.00 Hrs at Olo Executive Engineer,
No.4 BRLBC Division, Bhadravathi. Stipulated period for the
completion of work 15 18 Months (Including monsoon).
For more conditions and details visit website http://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in. OR at undersigned in all working days
during office hours on telephone No. 8660573513,
Sd/- Executive Engineer, KNNL, No.4 BRLBC Division,
Bhadravathi.
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