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Lightning strike 
damages house; 
three injured
Guruvayur: Three members of a 
family suffered injuries after a 
portion of the concrete roof of 
their house collapsed following a 
lightning strike at Manathala in 
Chavakkad on Saturday. The 
injured are Manoj, 42, his wife 
Smrithi, 34, a former municipal 
councillor, and their daughter 
Dhwani, 7. All three also suffered 
burns and were admitted to a 
private hospital in Chavakkad. 
Family members said a loud 
thunderclap was first heard, 
followed by electrical appliances 
in the house malfunctioning and 
burning out. Later, a powerful 
lightning strike caused parts of 
the roof to cave in. 

Strict arrangements in place 
for vote counting in Palakkad
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Palakkad

COUNTING OF votes for the as-
sembly elections at all 12 con-
stituencies in the district will 
begin at 8 am on Monday at 
three designated centres — 
Government Victoria College, 
Palakkad; NSS Engineering 
College, Akathethara and 
Mount Seena Public School, 
Pathiripala.

Strong rooms storing elec-
tronic voting machines (EVMs) 
will be opened at 7.30 am in the 
presence of  candidates and 
their agents. Counting will be-
gin with postal ballots, followed 
by votes recorded in EVMs. 

The process will be conduct-
ed under the supervision of  ob-
servers appointed by the Elec-
tion Commission, in the 
presence of  candidates and 
their agents. Micro-observers 
and assistant returning offic-
ers have also been deployed. 
The EVMs are currently kept 
under round-the-clock security 
at the three centres. The voters’ 
mandate is expected to become 
clear by around 11 am.

Strict arrangements have 
been put in place at counting 

venues. Only returning officers 
will be allowed to carry mobile 
phones inside counting halls. 
Special counters will be set up 
at entry points for other offi-
cials to deposit their phones. 

A total of  61 tables have been 
arranged for counting postal 
ballots, 203 tables for EVM 
counting, and 13 tables for 
counting votes received through 
the Electronically Transmitted 
Postal Ballot System, which is 
used by service voters. A total 
of  30 counting halls have been 

set  up across the three 
centres. 

Heavy security has been de-
ployed under the supervision 
of  the district police chief. 
Around 2,150 police personnel 
have been assigned for duty at 
counting centres and for patrol-
ling across the district. Nearly 
100 central force personnel are 
also guarding strong rooms.

Police surveillance will be in 
place at entry points, counting 
halls, surrounding areas, and 
parking zones. 

Ottapalam landslide was a natural 
occurrence, not negligence: Officials
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Palakkad

CONSTRUCTION of  the East 
Ottapalam parallel bridge is 
progressing at a fast pace, with 
officials confirming that the re-
cent soil erosion near the exist-
ing bridge was an unexpected 
natural occurrence and not due 
to any negligence or flaw in 
construction.

The recent landslide oc-
curred on April 25 after PCC 
work for the retaining wall 
foundation had been complet-
ed. Soil was being removed us-
ing machinery to facilitate re-
taining wall construction, 
leading to temporary traffic re-
strictions. Authorities have 
promised that the retaining 
wall will be completed within 
10 days, after which traffic will 
return to normalcy.

Authorities said that similar 
soil erosion had occurred on 
both sides of  the existing bridge 
during last year’s monsoon, 
which was temporarily 
addressed using sheet 
piling to maintain traf-
fic movement. 

At present, nearly 
80% of  the construction 
has been completed, and 
the deck slab work is expected 
to be finished by the end of  
May.

Dismissing misinformation, 
officials emphasised that the 
existing bridge, built in 1965, 

remains structurally sound. 
Unlike typical projects, 
the new bridge is being 
constructed alongside 
the old one without dis-
mantling it. They also 

promised the project will 
be completed within the 

stipulated timeframe and 
opened to the public soon, eas-
ing congestion in the region.

The project began on Febru-
ary 21, 2024, when the agree-
ment was signed and the site 
was handed over to the contrac-
tor on the same day. Foundation 
work had commenced soon af-
ter, but heavy rains in May 2024 
caused the ring bund to col-
lapse, forcing a temporary halt 
to construction.

 Due to strong water flow in 
the eastern canal, work could 
only resume in December 
2024.

A traffic regulatory commit-
tee meeting was held at Otta-
palam municipality to address 
temporary traffic disruptions, 
and necessary measures have 
been initiated. Municipal chair-
person M K Jayasudha and 
Vice-chairperson K Rajesh vis-
ited the site and issued direc-
t ives  to  ensure  smooth 
progress.

‘Only devotees 
aged 70 eligible 
for senior  
citizen darshan’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Guruvayur

THE Guruvayur Devas-
wom has decided to revise 
the age criteria for senior 
citizens availing special 
darshan facilities at Gu-
ruvayur temple. As per 
the new decision, only 
devotees aged 70 and 
above will be considered 
senior citizens. Earlier, 
those aged 60 and above 
were eligible for the sen-
ior citizens’ darshan 
queue. From now on, only 
devotees above 70 will be 
categorised as “super 
seniors.”

The decision has trig-
gered discussions, espe-
cially among regular tem-
ple visitors and local 
representatives. Mean-
while, the devaswom has 
taken steps to ease con-
gestion faced by devotees 
by increasing the number 
of  offering (vazhipadu) 
counters. One additional 
counter each has been set 
up along the southern 
side of  the temple com-
plex for issuing vazhi-
padu receipts and at the 
western entrance for dis-
tributing prasadam.

To improve efficiency, 
security personnel have 
been assigned duties at 
the vazhipadu counters 
along with clerical staff. 
Devotees had earlier com-
plained about long wait-
ing time for booking of-
ferings and collecting 
prasadam, often extend-
ing up to an hour, particu-
larly on public holidays. 

However, the decision 
to raise the senior citizen 
age limit has faced criti-
cism. Councillor Shobha 
Hari Narayanan has de-
manded that the devas-
wom withdraw the deci-
s i o n .  S h e  s a i d  t h e 
retirement age in many 
sectors is 55, while old-age 
pension eligibility begins 
at 60. “In such a context, 
how can the devaswom re-
define senior citizens as 
those above 70?”

60 sub-inspectors join Kerala police 
after passing-out parade in Thrissur
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Guruvayur

A TOTAL OF 60 sub-inspector 
trainees of  the 32-A batch have 
officially joined the Kerala Po-
lice force after successfully 
completing their training at the 
police academy in Thrissur. 
The passing-out parade was 
held at the academy’s main pa-
rade ground in a formal cere-
mony attended by senior police 
officials.

Chief  guest Ravada A Chan-
drasekhar, state police chief, 
received the salute from the ca-
dets.  Academy director 
Sethuraman and other senior 

officers were also present.
During the ceremony, out-

standing performers were hon-
oured with trophies by the state 
police chief. M P Navaneeth 
was adjudged best outdoor 
cadet and best shooter, 
while K P Keerthana 
won the best indoor ca-
det award. The best all-
round cadet title was 
awarded to Basil Paul. 

The training for the batch 
began on April 3, 2025. The out-
door curriculum included pa-
rade drills, physical fitness, 
shield and lathi drill, ceremo-
nial drill, mob operations, ob-
stacle course, field craft, map 

reading, bomb detection and 
disposal, karate, yoga, swim-
ming, and driving. Advanced 
weapons training was also pro-
vided, including handling of  

AK-47, INSAS, SLR, LMG, 
Glock pistols, carbines...

The batch comprises 
47 men and 13 women. 
Many trainees are high-

ly qualified, with 12 post-
graduates, 25 graduates, 

and others with professional 
qualifications like MBA, MTech, 
and BTech. The training aimed 
at enhancing competence and 
public-friendly policing in line 
with the force’s motto, ‘Soft in 
manner, firm in action’.

Nearly 80% of work is completed | Deck slab work expected to be finished by end of May

Retaining wall to be completed in 10 days 

The landslide occurred on April 25 after PCC work for the retaining 
wall foundation had been completed. Soil was being removed using

machinery to facilitate retaining wall construction. Authorities 
promised the retaining wall will be completed within 10 days, after 

which traffic will return to normalcy. They also said similar soil 
erosion had occurred during last year’s monsoon, which was 
temporarily addressed using sheet piling to maintain traffic

Gold theft accused nabbed 
within hours from Chennai
Guruvayur: The Ollur police have arrested 
a man within hours after he fled with 
gold worth over J22 lakh from a jewellery 
manufacturing unit in Ancheri. The 
accused, Barun Jana, a native of West 
Bengal, was taken into custody from 
Chennai. The incident occurred around 
6.30am on April 29. Using modern 
technology and with the assistance of 
the cyber cell, the police traced the 
accused to the Ottapalam area by noon 
and discovered that he was on the 
Gorakhpur Express passing through that 
route. He was later produced before the 
court and remanded.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Fireworks manufacture, sale and use banned
District Collector M S Madhavikutty has imposed 
strict restrictions on the manufacture and sale of 
fireworks in view of the vote counting and result 
declaration on Monday. The restrictions will be in 
force from May 3 to May 5. The order has been 
issued under BNSS Section 163, citing the need 
to safeguard public safety and maintain a 
peaceful atmosphere during the counting period. 
As per the order, all licensed fireworks 

manufacturing and sales units in the district must remain 
completely closed on these days. The sale, storage, or transfer of 
fireworks is strictly prohibited during this period. Bursting of 
fireworks as part of victory celebrations or any public events is also 
been banned. Tahsildars and SHOs have been directed to ensure 
compliance with the order within their respective jurisdictions.

Thomas Isaac @drthomasisaac
In 2016 India’s global ranking in Press Freedom Index was 133 among 
180 countries. Modi has succeeded in taking India 24 ranks down to157 
in 2026. India’s rank is lower than all SAARC countries but Afghanistan. 
Journalism is unsafe, owned by cronies and under political control.
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