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Unni S Nair
Kochi: Journalist and 
former secretary of 
the Ernakulam Press 
Club, Unni S Nair, 53, 
passed away on 
Sunday. A journalist 
with 25 years of 
experience, he has 

worked with The New Indian 
Express, Manorama News, PTI, 
Jeevan TV and NTV. The funeral 
will be held at his residence, 
Krishnavilasam, at Perumpara 
Junction, Cherthala, at 11 am on 
Sunday. Unni is survived by wife 
Preetha G Panickar (secretary, 
Merchant’s Association 
Co-operative Society) and 
children Ananda Padmanabhan 
and Achuthan Unni.

Ramesh Chennithala @chennithala
Dijo Kappan was a rare public servant who gave “social service” its true meaning. A tireless 
advocate for farmers & consumers, he was a brotherly figure to me for decades. His sincerity 
& commitment to the people, even beyond power politics, will always be remembered.

POST
OF THE 

DAY

OBITUARY

E
X

P
R

E
S

S 
R

E
A

D

Stray dog killed as storage cylinder explodes at gas filling station in Hosur
Krishnagiri: A storage cylinder at a CO2 gas filling station near Hosur exploded on Saturday morning, killing a stray dog 
and damaging two electricity poles. According to police sources, R Ragu (42) of Hosur operated a CO2 gas filling 
station for fire extinguishers at Marachandiram village near Hosur. On Saturday, gas was being filled in a 10 tonne 
cylinder when it exploded. On impact, the filling station building and two electricity poles were also damaged. 

TVK prepares resort to corral 
winning candidates in TN polls
P R A B H A K A R  T A M I L A R A S U  @Chennai

STARING at the possibility of  a hung As-
sembly once the poll results are out on 
May 4, TN parties are bracing themselves 
for the infamous ‘resort politics’ as Vi-
jay’s Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) 
has made arrangements to corral its vic-
torious candidates at a resort at 
Poonjeri near Mahabalipuram. It 
is pertinent to note that hours af-
ter the exit poll results were de-
clared last Wednesday, Vijay is-
sued a statement asking his party 
candidates to rush to the party 
headquarters at Panaiyur without 
delay if  they are declared the winners on 
May 4.     

With different exit poll surveys giving 
the upper hand to different parties – DMK 
alliance, TVK, and AIADMK bloc — TVK 
chief  and actor C Joseph Vijay had asked 
his party functionaries to keep the resort 
ready for accommodating at least 100 win-

ning candidates. “After the meeting with 
party candidates on Thursday, Vijay 
asked the functionaries to book the resort 
to accommodate the winning candidates,” 
a source privy to the developments told 
TNIE.

According to sources, TVK usually ar-
ranges state-level functionaries’ meet at 

the private resort at Poonjeri. The 
resort could accommodate more 
than 100 people. The source also 
added that Vijay had sarcastical-
ly told the candidates at the meet-
ing “not to go anywhere after win-

ning the seat”. 
Vijay has also asked his party’s le-

gal wing to be prepared for all eventuali-
ties and advised party’s general secretary 
(election campaign management), Aad-
hav Arjuna, to give a representation to 
the Election Commission of  India to bol-
ster security to prevent disturbance to 
law and order on the counting day, sourc-
es said.

Couple kills 
labourer, 
buries body 
in grove
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Coimbatore

ANAMALAI police ar-
rested a couple on charg-
es of  murdering a labour-
er and burying him at a 
grove in Kaliyapuram, 
n e a r  A n a m a l a i ,  o n 
Saturday.

The arrested have been 
identified as M Chandran, 
50, and his wife C Ka-
leeswari, 48, residents of  
Narikkalpathi. The cou-
ple had been working as 
labourers at a grove 
owned by Kathirvel in Ka-
liyapuram for three 
months. The deceased has 
been identified as N 
Karuppusamy, 44, a resi-
dent of  Aliyarpathi. 
Chandran was a friend of  
Karuppusamy, and the 
latter had asked Chan-
dran to inform him if  he 
came across work in any 
grove. Subsequently, 
Karuppusamy visited 
Chandran’s grove and the 
duo consumed liquor.

However, on Tuesday 
night, Karuppusamy al-
legedly tried to misbe-
have with Chandran’s 
wife, Kaleeswari, at the 
grove while intoxicated. 
In retaliation, Chandran 
assaulted him using a 
wooden log and he fell to 
the ground.

Chandran later con-
fessed that soon after, 
with Kaleeswari’s help, 
he took Karuppusamy’s 
body and buried it 30 me-
tres away from their 
grove house under a coco-
nut tree.

After a foul smell ema-
nated from the grove, oth-
er labourers irrigating 
the grove informed the 
grove owner, who in-
formed Anamalai police.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kottayam

DEJO Kappan, who worked 
beyond party politics to pro-
tect the rights of  consumers 
and farmers and was an ac-
tive presence in the public 
sphere of  Kerala, 
passed away. He was 
69.

He was undergoing 
treatment following a 
car accident in Thiru-
vananthapuram on 
October 16, 2025 and 
passed away at 9.30 
am on Friday at a private 
hospital in Cherpunkal. The 
body was brought to his resi-
dence at Palakad near 
Edamattom in Pala on Satur-
day. Funeral services are 
scheduled to commence at 
his residence at 2 pm on Sun-
day, followed by interment at 
the Cherupushpam Church 
Cemetery, Palakad.

Kappan began his public 

life through student politics 
and served as state president 
of  the Kerala Congress stu-
dents’ wing and Youth Front. 
In 1998, he quit active poli-
tics to focus on championing 
consumer and farmer rights. 
Through the organisation, 

Centre for Consumer 
Education, he ob-
tained verdicts ben-
eficial to the public 
in at least two dozen 
cases through public 
interest litigations 
filed in the Supreme 
Court and the High 

Court. 
He was a relentless advo-

cate for improving the serv-
ices of  the KSRTC and the 
KSEB for the benefit of  the 
public. 

Kappan has held the posi-
tions of  president of  Public 
Transport Protection Com-
mittee, and president of  
Sabari Railway Central Ac-
tion Council, among others.

Expatriate’s death: Tribunal awards `9-cr reparation
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode 

IN A significant verdict, the 
Kozhikode Motor Accidents 
Claims Tribunal (MACT) has  
awarded a record-breaking 
compensation of  ̀ 9,01,67,500 to 
the family  of  an expatriate 
killed in a road accident. Deliv-
ered by Principal Judge  K 
Rakesh on April 25, the judg-
ment directs the New India As-
surance  Company to pay the 
sum, marking one of  the high-
est compensation amounts  
ever granted by a tribunal in 
Kerala.

The  victim, Shijin, a native 

of  Thiruvangoor, was employed 
as a senior operator for Abu
Dhabi Polymers in the UAE. 

The tragic incident occurred 
on March 28, 2023, at Malikka-
davu, Kozhikode, while Shijin 
was home on  leave. He was 
travelling on his motorcycle 
around 1 am when he was hit 
by a lorry that was reportedly 
being driven in a rash and neg-
ligent  manner. Though he was 

taken to the Kozhikode Medical 
College Hospital immediately, 
his life could not be saved.

The compensation  petition 
was filed by Shijin’s wife, 
Nikhila Karunakaran, their 
two  children, Ishan and 
Parthiv, and his mother, 
Radha. 

In determining the historic 
settlement, the tribunal fac-
tored in Shijin’s high overseas  

salary, his age at the time of  
death, and the financial de-
pendency of  his young family. 

Legal experts noted that the 
court also considered the  
loss of  various international 
allowances, such as education-
al support  for his children and 
free accommodation provided 
by his employer in Abu  
Dhabi.

The case was  represented by 
advocates P M Ramesh Babu, 
Shameem Ahamed, and Ani-
lesh.  Shijin’s family’s advocate 
Ramesh Babu responded, “It 
was a historic court verdict and 
the family of  the victim de-
serves the compensation.”

`10 lakh aid announced  
for Valparai victims’ kin
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram 

THE state Cabinet on Saturday announced a compensation of  ̀ 10 
lakh each to the families of  those who died in the Valparai 
accident.

The Cabinet decided to provide financial assistance from the 
Chief  Minister’s Disaster Relief  Fund (CMDRF) to the families of  
five victims who did not have insurance coverage. The beneficiar-

ies are the relatives of  school bus driver Noushad 
Ali, noon meal worker Sajida, Rukhiya, Shakeela, 
and student Muhammed Hisham. 

The government will also bear the treatment 
expenses of  the injured, including Muhammed 
Shahadin and Masneen — children of  a deceased 

teacher — and driver Muhammed Fahis. In addi-
tion, those with insurance coverage will be eligible 

for CMDRF support if  their medical expenses exceed the insured 
limit. 

The accident occurred on April 17, when teachers of  Govern-
ment UP School, Pang, in Malappuram, along with their family 
members, were on a tour. Ten people were killed in the accident. 

The Cabinet also approved the creation of  14 additional posts 
for the smooth functioning of  the 12th Pay Revision 
Commission.

Historic settlement
In determining the historic settlement, the tribunal factored in the 
victim’s high overseas salary, his age at the time of death, and the 

financial dependency of his young family

Consumer activist 
Dejo Kappan dies at 69As Centre raises prices, cost of LPG cylinder crosses C3,000 in state | Eateries warn of 50-60% hike in menu prices

S H A I N U  M O H A N  @ T’Puram

THE steep rise in commercial 
LPG prices has jolted Kerala’s 
restaurant industry, with eater-
ies warning of  a 50-60% hike in 
menu prices. On Friday, the 
central government increased 
the price of  19kg commercial 
LPG cylinders by ̀ 993, with the 
cost of  a cylinder crossing 
`3,000 in the state. The decision 
has come as a further blow to 
food-business operators who 
are already on the verge of  clo-
sure due to the LPG crisis trig-
gered by tensions in West 
Asia. 

Warning of  job losses and a 
spike in food prices, the Kerala 
Hotel and Restaurants Associa-
tion (KHRA) has called for a 
statewide shutdown on May 6, 
while demanding immediate 
relief  measures from the Cen-
tre and state governments.   

KHRA state president G Jaya-
pal said the sector is already 
under severe stress and will not 
be able to absorb the latest LPG 
price hike.

He said that the situation is 
grave and the cumulative rise 
in cost of  LPG, milk, vegeta-
bles, pulses, and cooking oil has 
made operations unsustaina-
ble. “Prices of  essentials have 
skyrocketed. Coconut oil that 

once cost `100 is now nearing 
`300. Pulses are around `150 
per kg, chickpeas have crossed 
`100, and even small lentils are 
touching `170. Along with this, 
LPG prices have shot up drasti-
cally. To stay viable, we may 
have to raise menu prices by 50-
60%,” he said. 

At the same time, operators 
fear reduced footfall and de-
cline in sales if  the menu rates 

are hiked. “A steep hike is not 
practical. Even increasing the 
price of  a cup of  tea from ̀ 12-14 
to `18-20 overnight is not feasi-
ble. A `2 increase itself  is dif-
ficult to sustain customers,” 
said Sasidharan, a restaurant 
owner in the state capital. 

KHRA said the burden of  
LPG price hikes is dispropor-
tionately borne by commercial 
cylinder users.  “Around 85% 

of  LPG usage is domestic and 
only 15% is commercial. Yet, 
instead of  increasing domestic 
prices, the entire burden is 
shifted to the commercial seg-
ment. This results in higher 
GST collections for the govern-
ment while oil companies also 
maintain profits,” Jayapal 
alleged.

The association has urged 
both the Centre and the state 
government to intervene and 
offer relief  measures such as 
subsidies, waiver or extension 
of  loan repayment deadlines, 
reduction or deferment of  li-
cence fees, and relaxation of  
various taxes. 

T h e  K e r a l a  Vy a p a r i 
Vyavasayi Ekopana Samithi 
and political parties have an-
nounced solidarity with 
KHRA’s statewide strike on 
Wednesday. 

The CPM state secretariat 
called for widespread protests 

against the steep hike in com-
mercial LPG prices, alleging 
that the move would trigger in-
flation and ultimately burden 
the public. In a statement, the 
party accused the Union gov-
ernment of  prioritising corpo-
rate interests and imposing an 
unprecedented increase in cyl-
inder prices. 

The hike in LPG prices right 
after the latest series of  assem-
bly elections also raises ques-
tions about the legitimacy of  
the central gover nment’s 
claims denying any shortage in 
the country.  “Many of  our busi-
nesses are now spending close 
to `1 lakh a month on LPG 
alone, said K T Rahim, Ernaku-
lam secretary of  the KHRA. 
“Moreover, there is a limit to 
how much we can recover this
amount by increasing the price 
of  food items,” he said.

— With inputs from Kochi 
bureau

A small hotel near the Secretariat in Thiruvananthapuram puts up a revised price 
list, reflecting the hike in the cost of LPG cylinders |  B P DEEPU

HOTELS IN STATE TO DOWN SHUTTERS ON MAY 6
Feeling the heat

Recent trend of commercial LPG 
prices in Ernakulam, per cylinder

Dec 2025 K1,587

April 2026 K2,090

May 2026 K3,085

Instead of increasing 
domestic prices, the 
entire burden is shifted to 
the commercial segment.  

This results in higher GST 
collections for the government 
while oil companies also maintain 
profits   
— G Jayapal, KHRA state prez


