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S L I \ l ) \‘ X OF THE Dijo Kappan was a rare public servant who gave “social service” its true meaning. A tireless
] DAY advocate for farmers & consumers, he was a brotherly figure to me for decades. His sincerity
‘k I I{ I“ Sq & commitment to the people, even beyond power politics, will always be remembered.
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HOTELS INSTATE TODOWN SHUTTERS ONMAY 6

As Centre raises prices, cost of LPG cylinder crosses 33,000 in state | Eateries warn of 50-60% hike in menu prices
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S BeSULEEISHER Instead of increasing EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE life through student politics
THE steep rise in commercial vo& Wa. 1200 Recent trend of commercial LPG gﬁ?i’risﬂfrgz.ﬁ:’stﬂ}?te o @Kottayam and served as state president

LPG prices has jolted Kerala’s
restaurant industry, with eater-

ies warning of a 50-60% hike in Dec 2025 ¥1,587 collections for the government beyond party politics to pro- In 1998, he quit active poli-
menu prices. On Friday, the _ while oil companies also maintain tect the rights of consumers tics to focus on championing
central government increased April 2026 32,090 profits and farmers and was an ac- consumer and farmer rights.
the price of 19kg commercial May 2026 23,085 — G Jayapal, KHRA state prez tive presence in the public Through the organisation,

LPG cylinders by %993, with the
cost of a cylinder crossing

Z3,000 in the state. The decision of LPG usage is domestic and against the steep hike in com- 69. tained verdicts ben-
has come as a further blow to only 15% is commercial. Yet, mercial LPG prices, alleging He was undergoing eficial to the public
food-business operators who instead of increasing domestic that the move would trigger in- treatment following a in at least two dozen
are already on the verge of clo- prices, the entire burden is flation and ultimately burden car accident in Thiru- cases through public

sure due to the LPG crisis trig-
gered by tensions in West
Asia.

Warning of job losses and a
spike in food prices, the Kerala
Hotel and Restaurants Associa-
tion (KHRA) has called for a
statewide shutdown on May 6,
while demanding immediate
relief measures from the Cen-
tre and state governments.

KHRA state president G Jaya-
pal said the sector is already
under severe stress and will not
be able to absorb the latest LPG
price hike.

He said that the situation is
grave and the cumulative rise
in cost of LPG, milk, vegeta-
bles, pulses, and cooking oil has
made operations unsustaina-
ble. “Prices of essentials have
skyrocketed. Coconut oil that

A small hotel near the Setretanat in Thiruvananthapuram puts up a revised price
list, reflecting the hike in the cost of LPG cylinders | B pbeepu

once cost 100 is now nearing
Z300. Pulses are around %150
per kg, chickpeas have crossed
%100, and even small lentils are
touching %170. Along with this,
LPG prices have shot up drasti-
cally. To stay viable, we may
have to raise menu prices by 50-
60%,” he said.

At the same time, operators
fear reduced footfall and de-
cline in sales if the menu rates

are hiked. “A steep hike is not
practical. Even increasing the
price of acup of teafrom<I12-14
to %18-20 overnight is not feasi-
ble. A %2 increase itself is dif-
ficult to sustain customers,”
said Sasidharan, a restaurant
owner in the state capital.
KHRA said the burden of
LPG price hikes is dispropor-
tionately borne by commercial
cylinder users. “Around 85%

prices in Ernakulam, per cylinder

shifted to the commercial seg-
ment. This results in higher
GST collections for the govern-
ment while oil companies also
maintain profits,” Jayapal
alleged.

The association has urged
both the Centre and the state
government to intervene and
offer relief measures such as
subsidies, waiver or extension
of loan repayment deadlines,
reduction or deferment of 1li-
cence fees, and relaxation of
various taxes.

The Kerala Vyapari
Vyavasayi Ekopana Samithi
and political parties have an-
nounced solidarity with
KHRA'’s statewide strike on
Wednesday.

The CPM state secretariat
called for widespread protests

the commercial segment.
This results in higher GST

the public. In a statement, the
party accused the Union gov-
ernment of prioritising corpo-
rate interests and imposing an
unprecedented increase in cyl-
inder prices.

The hike in LPG prices right
after the latest series of assem-
bly elections also raises ques-
tions about the legitimacy of
the central government’s
claims denying any shortage in
the country. “Many of our busi-
nesses are now spending close
to ¥1 lakh a month on LPG
alone, said K T'Rahim, Ernaku-
lam secretary of the KHRA.
“Moreover, there is a limit to
how much we can recover this
amount by increasing the price
of food items,” he said.

— With inputs from Kochi
bureau

Expatriate’s death: Tribunal awards 39-cr reparation

Dejo Kappan dies at 69

DEJO Kappan, who worked

sphere of Kerala,
passed away. He was

vananthapuram on
October 16, 2025 and
passed away at 9.30
am on Friday at a private
hospital in Cherpunkal. The
body was brought to his resi-
dence at Palakad near
Edamattom in Pala on Satur-
day. Funeral services are
scheduled to commence at
hisresidence at 2 pm on Sun-
day, followed by interment at
the Cherupushpam Church
Cemetery, Palakad.

Kappan began his public

Consumer activist

of the Kerala Congress stu-
dents’ wing and Youth Front.

Centre for Consumer
Education, he ob-

interest litigations
filed in the Supreme
Court and the High
Court.

He was a relentless advo-
cate for improving the serv-
ices of the KSRTC and the
KSEB for the benefit of the
public.

Kappan has held the posi-
tions of president of Public
Transport Protection Com-
mittee, and president of
Sabari Railway Central Ac-
tion Council, among others.

210 lakh aid announced
for Valparai victims’ kin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @TPuram

THE state Cabinet on Saturday announced a compensation of ¥10

Unni S Nair lakh each to the families of those who died in the Valparai
Kochi: Journalist and _ , accident. . e . .
former secretary of EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE salary, his age at the time of The Cabinet decided to provide financial assistance from the

the Ernakulam Press
Club, Unni S Nair, 53,
passed away on
Sunday. A journalist
with 25 years of
experience, he has
worked with The New Indian
Express, Manorama News, PTI,
Jeevan TV and NTV. The funeral
will be held at his residence,
Krishnavilasam, at Perumpara
Junction, Cherthala, at 11am on
Sunday. Unni is survived by wife
Preetha G Panickar (secretary,
Merchant’s Association
Co-operative Society) and
children Ananda Padmanabhan
and Achuthan Unni.

Couple kills
labourer,
buries body
in grove

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Coimbatore

@Kozhikode

IN A significant verdict, the
Kozhikode Motor Accidents
Claims Tribunal (MACT) has
awarded a record-breaking
compensation of 9,01,67,500 to
the family of an expatriate
killed in a road accident. Deliv-
ered by Principal Judge K
Rakesh on April 25, the judg-
ment directs the New India As-
surance Company to pay the
sum, marking one of the high-
est compensation amounts
ever granted by a tribunal in
Kerala.

The victim, Shijin, a native

STARING at the possibility of a hung As-
sembly once the poll results are out on
May 4, TN parties are bracing themselves
for the infamous ‘resort politics’ as Vi-
jay’s Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
has made arrangements to corral its vic-

Historic settlement

In determining the historic settlement, the tribunal factored in the
victim’s high overseas salary, his age at the time of death, and the
financial dependency of his young family

of Thiruvangoor, was employed
as a senior operator for Abu
Dhabi Polymers in the UAE.
The tragic incident occurred
on March 28, 2023, at Malikka-
davu, Kozhikode, while Shijin
was home on leave. He was
travelling on his motorcycle
around 1 am when he was hit
by a lorry that was reportedly
being driven in a rash and neg-
ligent manner. Though he was

TVK prepares resort to corral
winning candidates in TN polls

PRABHAKAR TAMILARASU @Chennai

taken to the Kozhikode Medical
College Hospital immediately,
his life could not be saved.

The compensation petition
was filed by Shijin’s wife,
Nikhila Karunakaran, their
two children, Ishan and
Parthiv, and his mother,
Radha.

In determining the historic
settlement, the tribunal fac-
tored in Shijin’s high overseas

death, and the financial de-
pendency of his young family.

Legal experts noted that the
court also considered the
loss of various international
allowances, such as education-
al support for his children and
free accommodation provided
by his employer in Abu
Dhabi.

The case was represented by
advocates P M Ramesh Babu,
Shameem Ahamed, and Ani-
lesh. Shijin’s family’s advocate
Ramesh Babu responded, “It
was a historic court verdict and
the family of the victim de-
serves the compensation.”

Chief Minister’s Disaster Relief Fund (CMDRF) to the families of
five victims who did not have insurance coverage. The beneficiar-

~les are the relatives of school bus driver Noushad
= Ali, noon meal worker Sajida, Rukhiya, Shakeela,
and student Muhammed Hisham.

The government will also bear the treatment
expenses of the injured, including Muhammed
Shahadin and Masneen — children of a deceased

teacher — and driver Muhammed Fahis. In addi-
tion, those with insurance coverage will be eligible

for CMDREF support if their medical expenses exceed the insured

limit.

The accident occurred on April 17, when teachers of Govern-
ment UP School, Pang, in Malappuram, along with their family
members, were on a tour. Ten people were Killed in the accident.

The Cabinet also approved the creation of 14 additional posts
for the smooth functioning of the 12th Pay Revision
Commission.
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Stray dog killed as storage cylinder explodes at gas filling station in Hosur

Krishnagiri: A storage cylinder at a CO2 gas filling station near Hosur exploded on Saturday morning, killing a stray dog
and damaging two electricity poles. According to police sources, R Ragu (42) of Hosur operated a CO2 gas filling
station for fire extinguishers at Marachandiram village near Hosur. On Saturday, gas was being filled in a 10 tonne
cylinder when it exploded. On impact, the filling station building and two electricity poles were also damaged.

ning candidates. “After the meeting with

party candidates on Thursday, Vijay
asked the functionaries to book the resort
toaccommodate the winning candidates,”
a source privy to the developments told

TNIE.

According to sources, TVK usually ar-
ranges state-level functionaries’ meet at

Gurbur Diskrict - 532237, Andhra Pradesh
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ANAMALAI police ar-
rested a couple on charg-
es of murdering a labour-
er and burying him at a
grove in Kaliyapuram,

the private resort at Poonjeri. The
resort could accommodate more
than 100 people. The source also
added that Vijay had sarcastical-
ly told the candidates at the meet-

torious candidates at a resort at -
Poonjeri near Mahabalipuram. It e =
is pertinent to note that hours af-

ter the exit poll results were de- |

clared last Wednesday, Vijay is- |

wwiw.apaprocuremant gov.in and www.crda.ap.gov.in, of Lakshadweap, Kavaratti invites competitive opan Tandar Enguiry

in single bid system for the supply of tems for the setting up of
Cataring Lab al Governmeani College of Arts & Sclence, Kadmal
Tender documents are avallable from the website
www.lakshadweep.gov.in. The interested party can download and
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near Anamalai, on  suedastatementaskinghis party ing “not to go anywhere after win- Ofo Chief General Manager (Enga), Transmission Circle, Khalratabad, Hyderabad-04. [ SIS SN RUUNIIIEELSHE LU

Saturday. candidates to rush to the party ning the seat”. *o'-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTIFICATION Sd/- M BHARANI, DANICS
The arrested have been =~ headquarters at Panaiyur without Vijay has also asked his party’s le- “a"-Tender Ranging |Bid Gocument JOITER TR OF B

identified as M Chandran, delay if they are declared the winnerson gal wing to be prepared for all eventuali- No. & Dats Name of Work [apgrax.) mﬂ‘:

50, and his wife C Ka-  May 4. ties and advised party’s general secretary EP Mo, 14 Refurbishiment of 27 MGD raw walter condul K ARNATAKA NEERAVARI NIGAM LIMITED

leeswari, 48, residents of With different exit poll surveys giving (election campaign management), Aad- CGM(E}/TC/ |from Osmansagar lo Asifnagar fller beds 1o| Rs. | 06.05.2026

Narikkalpathi. The cou- the upper hand to different parties—-DMK hav Arjuna, to give a representation to THTONo.A [ |amest leakages and frequent breakdowns| 198.61 & (A government of Karnataka Enterprises)

ple had been working as alliance, TVK, and AIADMK bloc—TVK the Election Commission of India to bol- ?;;ﬂ;.“mw ngr;:embf ;E-Li';: %Eﬁ"”ﬁﬂﬁ”ﬁfﬁr crores | 4.00 pm Office of the Executive Engineer, Karnataka Neeravari

labourers at a grove chief and actor C Joseph Vijay had asked  ster security to prevent disturbance to Dtdl: 02052026 Himaya:‘:glagar. S Lo, Nigam Limited, No.4 BRLBC Division, Bhadravathi.

i)yvned by KathirvelinKa-  his party functionaries to keep theresort law and order on the counting day, sourc- [The Tenderers are requested to upioad the informabon on the Zip format preferably. | | No: EE/ KNNL/ BON-4/TA/PB-1/4701 Bhadra /Sth Call Tender

iyapuram for three ready for accommodating atleast 100 win-  es said. Further details can be seen on www.eprocurement.gov.in

months. The deceased has
been identified as N
Karuppusamy, 44, a resi-
dent of Aliyarpathi.
Chandran was a friend of
Karuppusamy, and the
latter had asked Chan-
dran to inform him if he
came across work in any
grove. Subsequently,
Karuppusamy visited
Chandran’s grove and the
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night, Karuppusamy al- SEP 20034, RESIDING AT MAYAPURI Guarantors/ encumbronces, if any Money |jnenection invited by the undersigned on behalf of Managing Director,
: . ; TRIVANDRUM PONETTUR. THALASSERY, KAMNUR || LoonAccount e | ik | . |Depost - - :
legedly tried to misbe- s canaun Sl OT KERALA PR 670105 HAVE T8 B i©) o) IE] ) M KNNL, Bangalore from the eligible Contractor under the Head
have with Chandran’s i, o BEEN CHANGED MY ‘-i-';-'.;'.EE TO 1. | Mr, Muhammod | 4 BHEK House With Land Area 4_-?'3'0 Hs s May May of Account 4701 Bhadra. The No. of work is 01. The

wife, Kaleeswari, at the

1 i ; '|F.;]F| al'r' Hipgeenic, A/ & Mom-R/C rogems - e S ks Mrs. Asmao 4.44 Ares [11 Cents) In Re Sy No. 216 = | 00Qy- | from from :
?ﬂ‘g%ﬂﬂg;ﬂfgﬁﬁi& Pho0471- 313960, 1331040 il B, (Co- Borrower) |yl e Tholassery Taluk, | ASOn —pe—(10:00 AMI1030 AM| | | Lakhs. The amount of EMD is Rs.42.25 Lakhs (Rs.1.00 lakhs
h I¥ = E 1 LAl SN SACCOUNE Mo, r |
lted hi, : NO. 48 Dt- (2 DECEMBER 005 THS | BRNROOGDSE4 173/ | Kannur District - 670101, Bounded O | z;fj'fmﬁ,, T O - e-cash balance amt e-BG Rs.41.25 lakhs) (by kpp portal)
assaulte Im using a ot H i e LBKNROODOGS47 199/ | The North: Property of Jaseela | 00Oy [** '

wooden log and he fell to
the ground.

Chandran later con-
fessed that soon after,
with Kaleeswari’s help,
he took Karuppusamy’s
body and buried it 30 me-
tres away from their
grove house under a coco-

nut tree. GuoteExpress Kuthiravattom P.O. Kozhikode submit hisl her! their offer through the website, then the signed copy of tender documents may be completion of work is 18 Months (Including monsoon).
b BT ’ : submitted ot ICICI Bank Ltd., Pushpomangalom Estate, MH Bye poss rood, Edapally, Cochin - 682024 Bronch on s : 5. b . _

After a foul smell ema- necka E'”'J:I__'_E'_hei_em_':hﬂ?ae or before Moy 25, 2026, before 05:00 PM, Earnest Money Deposit DD/PO should be from o Nationalised/ For more conditions and details visit website http://
natledbfrom the grove, oth- KEEP YOUR EYES m;::;‘;ﬂ‘ﬂﬂ;:::l‘:ﬁi; ;;E Selissisled Bankin lovoural WCICI Gack Limbiod pyabletoenin, smiceion of | |KPPP-Karnataka.gov.in. OR at undersignedin all working days
er labourers irrigatin ST o or any further clarifications in terms of inspection, Terms and Conditions of the E-Auction or submission o !
th infi gd thg ON THE A“S, vide affidavit dated 30-04-2026 tenders, coptact ICIC] Bank Emploves Phone No, 96552255632/8 138023587, during office hours on telephone No. 8660573513,

€ sTove 1niore . € ﬁHn Ynun' FEET Hencelorth | shall be known as The Authorised Officer reserves the right to rejact any or all the bids without Turnishing ony further reasons, Edf* Executive Engineer KNNL. No.4 BRLBC Division
grove owner, who in- - .I-'II wa i ARAVAMAT For detoiled Terms and Conditions of the sale, please visit wwwlclcibonkcomind pds £ : g i
formed Anamalai police. ON THE GROUND SHRUT NOJ KATE Date : May 03, 2026 Authorized Officer Bhadravathi.
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USED CARS
WANTED USED CARS Spol paymend any

make any model all Kerala SB46017T72

New Theatre, Thampandor, Traandrum

ADARA RESIDENCY, Near Patizn Eaiway
Station Trvandrum, Cean & Hygienic
A Rooms (el ; &2ET70591, 904897361

ERMAKULAM
ANADIYIL LEELA KRISHNA INN, Near
Vakangamibaiam, Kalathiparambel (ross Road,
tmakuiam South, Uean & Hygeemic, AL §
Non-AC moms. Ph 0434-2570080, 1375080,

__CLASSIFIEDS

CHANGE OF NAME
|, PRADEEP KUMAR MEETHALE
MAYOTH, HOLDER OF PASSPORT
NUMBER C 2353560 ISSUED AT

PRADEEP MAYOTH AS PER

CHANGE WILL COME IN TO EFFECT

INALL RECORDS RELATED TOME

CHANGE OF NAME

|, SHRUTH! MANCJ ARAYAKKATE
Do Manoj Kumar Arayakkate
holder of Indian Passport
Mo. K5727224, residing at
‘Shreyas’, Areekkara Paramba

Sdi- Chief General Manager (Engg), Transmission Circle, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-0d.

Notification No: 11/2025-26: Dated: 27.04.2026
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION - Call-5

(@1CICI Bank

which hios been token by the

Bronch Office; ICICI Bank Limited, Pushpomangolom Estote, Mh Bye Poss
Road, Edapally, Cochin- BE2024

PUBLIC NOTICE-TENDER CUM E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF SECURED ASSET

[Gee proviso to rule Bi6)]

Motkce for

golg |_|'_f immayable assets
E-Auction Sole Motice for the sole of immavable asset(s) under the Secuntisotion and Reconstruction of Financeal
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (&) of the Securnty Interest
(Enfarcement | Rules, 2002
This notice ks hereby given to the public In general and In particular to the Borrower{e) and Guarantor(s) that the
below described immovoble property mortgoged/ chorgad to the Secured Creditor, the Physicol possession of
uthorised Officer of ICICI Bank Limited will be sold on 'As |5 where 5", "As s what [5'
and "Whotever there (' os per the brief particulors given hereunder;

(THROUGH KPP PORTAL ONLY)

Ref. 1) No: EE/ KNNL/BDN-4/TA/PB-14701 Bhadra / Tender
Notification No: 11/2025-26: Dated: 06.10.2025 2) No: EE/
KNNL/ BDN-4/TA/PB-1/4701 Bhadra / 2nd Call Tender
Notification No: 11/2025-26; Dated: 28.11.2025 3) No: EE/
KNNL/BDN-4/TA/PB-1/4701 Bhadra / 3rd Call Tender
Notification No: 11/2025-26Dated: 28.01.2026 4) No; EE/
KNNL/ BDON-4/TA/PB-1/4701 Bhadra /4th Call Tender

Notification No: 11/2025-26 Dated: 23.03.2026

Irshod [Borrower)

LEBENROODOSE02922) | South: Property of Saru East: Foot
|LE|".'N ROODOGE02962 | Poth. West Property of Fothima

Sq.ft And Built-up Areg 2700 Sg. Ft In

108,12, | 54,00,

18, 2026. |26, IDEE

approximate cost of amount put to tender is Rs.4225.15

contactors can access and submission of completed e-
tendering documents from 29.04.2026 to 15.05.2026 upto

schedule.

The online ouction will be conducted on the website [ossets motexouctions.com), of our auction agency s
Motex Technologies Pyt Lid. Tha Mortgagors! Moticees are given a last chance to pay the totol dues with
further interest by Moy 25 2026, before 05:00 PM else the secured asset(s) will be sold as per

The prospective bidder{s) must submit the Earnest Money Deposit (EMO] Demand Draft (DD} (Refer
Column Ej at 1CIC) Bonk Ltd., Pushpomangalam Estate, MH Bye pass road, Edapally, Cochin - 682024 Bronch
on or before Moy 25, 2026, before 05:00 PM Thereafter, they hove to submit their offer thraugh the website
mentioned above on or before Moy 25, 2026, before 05:00 PM olong with the scanned imoge of the Bank
ocknowledged DD towards proof of payment of EMD. In cose the prospective bidder(s) ie/ are unable to

17.30 hours in the website http://kppp.karnataka.gow.in.
Technical Bid will be opened on 16.05.2026 at 17.30 hours
and Financial Bid will be opened on after obtaining approval
of technical bid from competent authority. Pre-Bid Meeting
on dated: 12.05.2026 @ 11.00 Hrs at Olo Executive Engineer,
No.4 BRLBC Division, Bhadravathi. Stipulated period for the

epaper.newindianexpress.mm.




