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300 families 
evacuated after massive amounts of ash billowed 
from Philippines’s Mayon volcano over weekend
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A drone strike caused a fire at 
an energy installation in the 
emirate of  Fujairah, UAE on 
Monday,  and left three Indian 
workers injured hours after 
President Donald Trump said 
US guided-missile destroyers 
crossed the Strait of Hormuz. 

“Three Indian nationals sus-
tained moderate injuries and 
have been transferred to the 
hospital to receive necessary 
treatment,” the Fujairah media 
office said in a post on social 
media. The UAE’s defence min-
istry and state news agency 
said a fresh Iranian barrage 
had targeted the country.

“Four cruise  missi les 
launched from Iran were de-
tected toward various areas 
across the country. Three were 
successfully engaged over the 
country’s territorial waters, 
while one fell in the sea,” the 
defence ministry said.

In Oman, two people were in-
jured when a residential build-
ing was targeted in Bukha 

along the coastline of  the Strait 
of Hormuz, state media report-
ed. The US military said it has 
opened a passage through the 
Strait of  Hormuz and 
reached out to dozens 
of  shipping companies 
to encourage naviga-
t i o n  t h ro u g h  t h e 
waterway. 

Admiral Brad Cooper, com-
mander of  US Central Com-
mand, told reporters during a 
phone news conference that US 

military helicopters have sunk 
six Iranian small boats that 
were targeting civilian vessels 
in the Strait of  Hormuz.  It is 

the latest test of  the 
ceasefire between 
Iran and the US.

Earlier, the US mil-
itary said two Ameri-
can-flagged merchant 

ships had successfully transit-
ed the strait. 

The military’s Central Com-
mand said the two American-

flagged merchant ships were 
“safely headed on their jour-
ney” after transiting the Strait 
of  Hormuz. It said Navy guid-
ed-missile destroyers in the 
Persian Gulf  were helping to 
restore traffic.  Agencies

Hezbollah says fighters  
clashed with Israel forces
BEIRUT

HEZBOLLAH said its forces 
clashed with Israeli soldiers on 
Monday in south Lebanon near 
the border where the troops are 
still operating, despite a cease-
fire since April 17.

Hezbollah said in a statement 
that after Israeli troops at-
tempted to advance near the 
town of  Deir Seryan—which is 
inside the Israeli-declared “yel-
low line” where Lebanese resi-
dents have been told not to re-
turn—its fighters “opened fire 
on the enemy force and engaged 
in heavy clashes with them”.

The Israeli military con-
firmed there were clashes with 
Hezbollah fighters in south 
Lebanon. “Earlier today, two 
IDF soldiers were moderately 
injured as a result of  a close-
quarters encounter with Hez-
bollah terrorists in southern 
Lebanon,” the military said in 

a statement. “The soldiers were 
evacuated to receive medical 
treatment at a hospital.”

Lebanese President Joseph 
Aoun on Monday said a secu-
rity deal and an end to Israeli 
attacks were needed before any 
meeting with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
sought by Washington.

Aoun’s office said in a state-
ment that the president “reiter-
ated his view that the timing is 
not appropriate now for a meet-
ing” with Netanyahu. AFP

Iran hits UAE, Oman after US warships enter Hormuz
Missiles, drones fired at UAE as US says it opened passage in Strait of Hormuz, 3 Indians injured

A container ship sits at anchor as a small motorboat passes in the foreground in the 
Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas, Iran on Monday |  AFP

Negotiations break down 
Tehran: Iran’s latest proposal for 
ending the war calls for the US 
lifting sanctions, ending the 
blockade, withdrawing forces 
from the region and ceasing all 
hostilities, including Israel’s 
operations in Lebanon, according 
to the semiofficial Nour News and 
Tasnim agencies, which have 
close ties to Iran’s security 
apparatus. Iranian officials said 
they were reviewing the US 
response, though Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Esmail Baghaei 
told reporters Monday that 
changing demands made 
diplomacy difficult. He did not 
give details. Iranian leadership 
has claimed its proposal does not 
include nuclear program and 
enriched uranium

Smoke rises after Israeli  airstrike in 
south Lebanon  |  AFP

Rudy Giuliani

WASHINGTON 

FORMER New York mayor 
Rudy Giuliani is hospitalized 
in “critical but stable condi-
tion,” his spokesman said on  
Sunday, without disclosing 
what ails the 81-year-old former 
politician.

“Mayor Giuliani is a fighter 
who has faced every challenge 
in his life with unwavering 
strength, and he’s fighting with 
that same level of  strength as 
we speak,” spokesman Ted 
Goodman said in an X post.

Goodman did not say where 
Giuliani was receiving care or 
how long he had been there, but 
he asked “that you join us in 
prayer for America’s Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani.”

The New York Times reported 
that Giuliani was hospitalised 
in Florida. Giuliani earned the 
moniker of  “America’s mayor” 
for leading New York City 
through the aftermath of  the 
9/11 terrorist attacks on the 
World Trade Center buildings.

Earlier in his career, he 
gained fame as the fearless Ma-
fia-busting prosecutor whose 
aggressive use of  racketeering 
laws brought down New York’s 
organized crime families.

But Giuliani experienced a 
stunning fall from grace in re-
cent years, including in 2023 
when a federal jury ordered 
him to pay $148 million to two 
election workers after defam-
ing them by falsely tying them 
to alleged fraud in the 2020 
presidential election.

Giuliani, a Republican, be-
came a fierce defender of  Presi-
dent Donald Trump, joining his 
personal legal team in Trump’s 
first White House term. AFP
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GameStop makes $56 bn 
bid to take over eBay 
Washington: US video game 
retailer GameStop made a 
takeover bid on Sunday to buy 
eBay for about $55.5 billion in 
an attempt to turn the online 
marketplace into a competitor 
to e-commerce giant Amazon. 
Gamestop is offering $125 per 
share in a combination of 
stock and cash, a 46% 
premium over the average 
stock price since it began 
acquiring shares in eBay on 
February 4, it said in a release. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Amid US threats, Europe, 
Canada pledge closer ties
YEREVAN

EUROPEAN leaders talked up inde-
pendence on defence and closer ties 
with Canada Monday, as they gath-
ered in Armenia for a summit cloud-
ed by US threats to cut military 
support.

US President Donald Trump loomed 
large over the meeting of  the Europe-
an Political Community (EPC) in Yer-
evan, which was for the first time at-
tended by a non-European leader: 
Canada’s Mark Carney.

“We don’t think that we’re destined 
to submit to a more transactional in-
sular and brutal world and gatherings 
such as these point to a better way for-
ward,” the Canadian prime minister 
told fellow leaders.

Trump’s go-it-alone policies on trade 
and defence have pushed Canada and 
Europe closer together, with both now 
confronting the economic fallout from 
the US-Israeli war on Iran which has 
further strained transatlantic ties.

The Armenia gathering comes days 

after Washington announced it would 
pull 5,000 US troops from Germany, 
whose leader, Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz, has sparred with Trump over 
the Middle East conflict.

“We have to step up our military ca-
pabilities to be able to defend and pro-
tect ourselves,” EU chief  Ursula von 
der Leyen told reporters in Yerevan. 
The bloc needed “more independence” 
in security matters, she added. Like 
Europe, Canada’s economy has been 
hurt by Trump’s tariffs—but Carney 
has remained defiant, emerging as 
something of  a figurehead for coun-
tries looking to stand up to the Repub-
lican president. He has urged middle 
powers to join forces in the face of  a 
new reality defined by great power 
competition and a “fading” rules-based 
order.

Moving to diversify away from its 
southern neighbour, Ottawa has be-
come the first non-European country 
to join the EU’s defence financing 
scheme, while seeking to increase co-
operation on trade.


