
09 KOTTAYAM THURSDAY  30�04�2026

$ $100 million
will be provided by the United States to 
repair Chernobyl dome after Russian attack

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

TEHRAN

US President Donald Trump 
warned Tehran on Wednesday 
that it should “get smart soon” 
and capitulate to Washington’s 
demands for tight controls on 
its nuclear programme, as a US 
naval blockade turned the 
screws on Iran’s economy.

Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth said congressional Demo-
crats are “the biggest adversary 
we face” as he parried question-
ing from lawmakers  onWednes-
day for the first time since the 
launch of  the war against Iran. 
And the Pentagon’s chief  finan-
cial officer released a detail 
Democrats have been demand-
ing, saying the war has cost an 
estimated $25 billion and count-
ing. However, US press reports 
suggested Trump has already 
decided to reject Iran’s latest 
proposed deal to reopen the 
Strait of  Hormuz.

The news sent oil prices 
higher once again. At around 
1335 GMT, a barrel of  Brent 
crude for June delivery was up 
5.16 per cent at $117, its highest 
level since the fragile ceasefire 
between the United States and 
Iran came into effect on April 8. 
According to the Wall Street 
Journal, Trump intends to pur-
sue the blockade of  Iranian 
ports until Tehran is forced to 
d i s m a n t l e  i t s  n u c l e a r 

programme.“Iran can’t get 
their act together... They better 
get smart soon,” Trump posted 
on his social media platform, 
above a mocked-up 
picture of  himself  
toting a rifle in front 
of  explosions wreck-
ing a desert fortress 
and the slogan: “No 
more Mr Nice Guy.”

US may extend Iran blockade
The United States could extend 
its naval blockade of  Iran for 
months more, oil executives 
were told in a meeting with 
Donald Trump, a White House 
official said on Wednesday.

Participants at a White 

House meeting, which took 
place Tuesday and was first re-
ported by Axios, discussed “the 
steps President Trump has 

taken to alleviate 
global oil markets 
and ste ps  we 
could take to con-
tinue the current 
b l o c k a d e  f o r 
months if  needed 
and minimise im-

pact on American consumers,” 
said the official, speaking on 
condition of  anonymity.

On Wednesday, the Iranian 
rial fell to historic lows against 
the dollar, while Tehran resi-
dents speaking to AFP jour-
nalists in Paris reported a 

sense of  despair.  
“Every time in recent years 

that negotiations have taken 
place, the economic situation of  
the people has only gotten worse. 
Sanctions have either started or 
intensified,” a 52-year-old archi-
tect told AFP, speaking on condi-
tion of  anonymity. 

“They go to negotiate and 
come back with even more 
sanctions, and the issue is al-
ways nuclear. There’s no talk 
about people, the economy, or 
freedom...,” he said.

Iran warns war not over
Iranian army spokesman told 
state TV on Tuesday that “we do 
not consider the war to be over”, 
saying Tehran had “no trust in 
America”. “We have many cards 
that we have not yet used... new 
tools and methods of  fighting 
based on the experiences of  the 
past two wars, which will defi-
nitely allow us to respond to the 
enemy more decisively” should 
the fighting resume, Amir 
Akraminia said in an interview.  
Efforts to end the war have 
stalled in recent days. 
The latest Iranian proposal, 
passed along by Pakistan and 
studied by Trump administra-
tion officials in a meeting Mon-
day, laid out red lines including 
on nuclear issues and Hormuz, 
according to Iran’s Fars news 
agency. AFP

Trump warns Iran better ‘get smart 
soon’, accept proposed nuclear deal

COLOMBO

A SRI LANKAN court has or-
dered the recommencement of  
excavation work on a mass 
grave in Chemmani, on the out-
skirts of  Jaffna, which first 
came into focus during the 
LTTE conflict in the 1990s, sev-
en months after it was halted.

The excavation work in 
Chemmani in the Northern 
Province came to a halt in Sep-
tember last year due to the 
pending new allocation of  
funds by the Ministry of  Jus-
tice. The Jaffna magistrate’s 
court was told on Tuesday that 
LKR 2.1 million allocation has 
been made available so that 
work can be resumed.

The court granted permis-
sion for diplomatic representa-
tives from the EU, France, Ger-
many, Italy and Romania to be 
present for observations at the 
excavation site. When the sec-
ond stage of  work was halted 
after 45 days, 240 skeletal re-
mains had been excavated.

Apart from the skeletons, 14 
piles of  bones and items such as 
feeding bottles for infants, a doll, 
toys and children’s bags and 
shoes were dug out. The work 
was to be carried out over eight 
more weeks as per the August 14 
report submitted by the judicial 
medical officer of  Jaffna to Jaff-
na magistrate.  PTI

Tehran signals defiance amid stalled negotiations as rial plunges and economic strain deepens

Protocol breached, 
private talk with 
Charles revealed 
LONDON

In the world of  diplomatic 
faux pas, it could have been a 
lot worse. At Tuesday’s state 
dinner honouring King 
Charles III and Queen Camilla, 
Donald Trump said that dur-
ing a private meeting earlier 
in the day the British monarch 
had agreed with him that Iran 
should never be allowed to 
have nuclear weapons.

“We’re doing a little West 
Asia work right now … and 
we’re doing very well,” Trump 
told the audience. “We have 
militarily defeated that par-
ticular opponent, and we’re 
never going to let that oppo-
nent ever — Charles agrees 
with me, even more than I do 
— we’re never going to let that 
opponent have a nuclear weap-
on.” While many Britons 
would agree with the presi-
dent’s sentiment, the comment 
triggered mild consternation 
among pundits in the UK.

In Britain, this just isn’t 
done. By convention, people 
aren’t supposed to relay pri-
vate conversations with the 
monarch. That is partly be-
cause the king has to remain 
above the political fray, but 
also because the sovereign 
doesn’t have the ability to wade 
into a public debate and cor-

rect the record if  he’s misquot-
ed. “Generally, as a matter of  
protocol, I think I would expect 
discussions between heads of  
state to be sort of  behind the 
scenes, in those closed meet-
ings, for those to be sort of  kept 
private,” said Craig Prescott, 
an expert on constitutional law 
and the monarchy at Royal 
Holloway, University of  Lon-
don. “And, you know, this was 
something that the UK govern-
ment wanted to avoid.”

There had been a fair 
amount of  jitters before the 
king’s trip to the US, which 
comes amid Trump’s very 
public frustration with UK 
Prime Minster Keir Starmer 
over his failure to support US 
actions in the Iran war. Like 
all royal visits, this is a care-
fully choreographed diplo-
matic event carried out at the 
r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  U K 
government.

SL court orders 
resumption  
of mass grave 
excavation

Britain’s King Charles II I  toasts with 
President Donald Trump | AP

Israeli  tanks and military vehicles standing along the road between destroyed 
houses in southern Lebanon near the border with Israel. Lebanon’s army said an 
Israeli  strike killed a soldier and another person in the south, despite a ceasefire |  AFP

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001. 
Corporate Identity Number: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website : www.pspcl.in

(Contact No. 9646118773)
Tender Enquiry No.:  QQ-4039/PO-T/26-27/CE-MM
Chief Purchase Officer / MM, Central Purchase Organization, PSPCL, 2nd Floor,  
Multi Storey Building, The Mall, PSPCL invites E-Tender of 2000 No. Single 
Phase 16kVA & 2000 No. Single Phase 25KVA, EEL-1, ISI Marked, oil immersed,  
CRGO/Amorphous core, Aluminium wound, distribution transformers complete with 
fittings as per PSPCL specification & conforming to IS 1180 Part-1 (2014) & IS 2026  
(with latest amendments). For detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 30.04.2026 onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

682/C-546/26/29/04/2026 
1079/12/2026-27/11027

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001) 
Corporate Identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813  Website : www.pspcl.in

Mobile No. 96461-55525
E-Tender Enq. No. 7801/P-3/EMP-13308  Dated: 28.04.26
Dy. Chief Engineer / Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTP, Roopnagar invites 
E-Tender ID No. 2026_POWER_167174_1 for Procurement of M.S. Pipe of size 200 NB 
and 250 NB installed at dry fly ash handling system GGSSTP, Rupnagar.  For detailed 
NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 
29.04.2026 / 03.00 PM onwards.

Note: - Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

683/RTP-47/26/29/04/2026 
1079/12/2026-27/11028


