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Court douses neighbour dispute 
over burning plastic and waste
J O S E  K  J O S E P H  @Kochi

A RECENT judgment by the Ju-
dicial First Class Magistrate 
Court in Angamali captured a 
neighbourhood standoff, where 
the alleged weapon was not just a 
stick but smoke from burning 
plastic waste drifting across a 
disputed boundary.

The case dates back to January 
2025, around 7 pm, when the ac-
cused neighbour allegedly set fire 
to plastic and other garbage near 
a compound wall at the centre of  
a long-running boundary dispute. 
According to the complainant, 
the wall had been constructed in 
violation of  court orders, and the 
burning of  waste had become 
routine — in morning and 
evening — sending smoke into 
his house where his mother-in-
law lay bedridden after a stroke. 
When he objected to this, the situ-
ation, he claimed, escalated into 
verbal abuse, a stick attack and 
threats.

He told the court that he was 
beaten with a wooden stick. In 
the blow, a surgically implanted 
screw in his hand was dam-
aged and he suffered a seri-
ous eye injury. Fear, he said, 
kept him from seeking treat-
ment that night. He went to 
the Government Hospital, 
Angamali, the next day and 
was referred to Aluva. He 
eventually filed a private 
complaint in court.

But in court, the case began 
to unravel. A key claim —  that 
the blow damaged a surgical 
screw in his hand — was weak-

ened by his own admission that 
the issue came to light only after 
six months. The court found this 
delay significant. “If  such a seri-
ous internal injury had occurred, 
immediate medical attention and 
documentation would have been 
expected,” it observed, noting the 
absence of  supporting medical 
records. 

The eye injury claim fared 
worse. The complainant de-
scribed a severe injury — a blow 
beneath the eyelid causing con-
tinuous bleeding — yet he did not 
seek treatment for nearly 16 
hours. The court found this ver-
sion “exaggerated and medically 
improbable”, noting that medical 
records showed only swelling. 

The charge of  criminal intimi-
dation also failed. While threats 
were alleged, the court reiterated 
that “mere threats, not intended 
to cause alarm, do not constitute 
criminal intimidation”, finding 
no evidence of  real intent to in-
stil fear.

With only the complainant and 
his wife as witnesses and no inde-
pendent corroboration, the court 
held that the prosecution had not 
met the standard of  proof  re-
quired in criminal law and ac-

quitted both the accused neigh-
bour and his co-accused.

Lawyers say such disputes 
are becoming increasingly 
common. “These are classic 
tit-for-tat cases,” said senior 
advocate George Thomas, 
recalling a similar dispute 
occurred in Ernakulam 
where one neighbour justi-
fied smoke coming from 

burning waste as a “law of  na-
ture”, only for the other to 

douse the fire by throwing wa-
ter from terrace citing gravity — 
a “scientific” argument that soon 
turned into a fight and litigation. 
“Earlier, people resolved such is-
sues through dialogue. Now they 
become prestige battles,” he 
said.

2 students 
drown in 
Periyar 
Valley Canal

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kochi

TWO nursing students 
drowned in the Periyar 
Valley Canal at Asha-
mannoor near Perum-
bavoor, on Tuesday. The 
deceased are Ajmal 
Habeeb, of  Malappuram, 
and Ajsal of  Kollam – 
both students of  KMP 
Nursing Institute in 
Ashamannoor. Another 
youth, Emil Sunil of  
Vaikom in Kottayam, was 
rescued and admitted to 
Mar Baselios Medical 
Mission Hospital in Ko-
thamangalam, where he 
remains in critical condi-
tion, said an officer with 
the Kothamangalam Fire 
and Rescue Station.

The incident occurred 
around 11 am when the 
trio entered the canal for 
a bath to escape from the 
intense heat. They were 
soon caught in the cur-
rents and swept away. Lo-
cal residents initiated 
rescue efforts and alerted 
the fire and rescue de-
partment. One of  the 
youths was pulled out 
and rushed to the hospi-
tal, while the bodies of  
the other two were later 
recovered during a joint 
operation by fire and res-
cue personnel from Pe-
rumbavoor and Kotha-
mangalam. A Scuba team 
also participated in the 
rescue operation, said 
the officer. The bodies
have been shifted to the 
Perumbavoor Taluk Hos-
pital mortuary and will 
be handed over to rela-
tives after postmortem 
examination and legal 
formalities, he added. 

8-month-old garbage heap inside 
Subash Park turns safety hazard
R O N N I E  K U R I A K O S E  @Kochi

SUBASH Bose Park, sand-
wiched between Park Avenue 
and the backwaters, is reputed 
to be the most scenic public 
green space in Kochi. However, 
of  late, its reputation has taken 
a hit.

For nearly eight months, a 
heap of  waste and debris has 
been lying unattended within 
the park premises, covered only 
with a flimsy green sheet. Visi-
tors, especially those coming 
with children, are upset by this 
gross negligence on the part of  
the officials.

“It’s a disturbing sight to see 
such garbage piled up in a 
park,” said C J Thomas, a resi-
dent who frequents the park for 
his walks.

Another visitor, Vasundara, 
told TNIE that she has specifi-
cally asked her daughter not to 
go to that end, for the heap has 
also raised safety concerns.

“We are worried about 
snakes. The past few days, there 
have been numerous reports of  
snakebite deaths. Several peo-
ple have lost their lives. Gar-

bage lying unattended like this 
could potentially become a hab-
itat for snakes and rodents.” 

The concern comes at a time 
when reports of  snakes enter-
ing cooler, shaded areas to es-
cape the intense summer heat 
are on the rise across the state. 

The conditions at the park, 
visitors said, make it an ideal 

spot for such reptiles, increas-
ing the risk of  straying onto 
areas where children play.

And with the summer holi-
days on, a lot of  children are 
frequenting the park during 
evening hours, Vasundhara 
said, adding, “The officials 
should act fast.”

Even as it is, snake sightings 

are common in the park, regu-
lar park-goers said.

“This garbage heap, which 
has already attracted a lot of  
rodents, will invariably bring 
snakes too,” Thomas chipped 
in, just as a giant rat scooted 
away from beneath a trash 
bag.

“With so many children play-
ing here every evening, it’s 
worrying,” he added.

As to how the garbage came 
to be piled up here, another vis-
itor has a plausible theory.

“This heap has been here for 
the past eight months and that 
timeline coincides with an in-
auguration that was done here 
by Public Works and Tourism 
Minister P A Mohamed Riyas. 
The garbage is likely from that 
event and whatever was accu-
mulated from the park sur-
roundings since,” he said.

Jayarajan, another visitor 
who had come with his family, 
had a pertinent point to make: 
“If such a mess can go unno-
ticed in Subash Park, it raises 
questions about waste manage-
ment practices elsewhere in 
the city.”

The garbage heap inside Subash Bose Park |  EXPRESS

Oncologist  
Dr K Pavithran 
passes away
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi 

Dr K PAVITHRAN, 63, head of  
the department of  medical on-
cology at Amrita Hospital, died 
on Tuesday. 
A senior oncologist who served 
the institution for over two dec-
ades, he was widely regarded 
as a leading fig-
ure in cancer 
care and men-
tored genera-
tions of  students. 
“His profound 
knowledge, dedi-
cation to  re -
search and commitment to 
teaching were exemplary,” a 
hospital release said. 

In 2023, he received the Life-
time Achievement Award from 
the Indian Society of  Medical 
and Paediatric Oncology, 
among other honours.

He died while undergoing 
treatment for abdominal ail-
ment. Hospital sources said he 
continued to attend to patients 
during his illness.

He is survived by wife Dr See-
thalakshmi, head of  the depart-
ment of  pathology at Amrita 
Hospital; daughters Dr Shruthi 
and Sandra; and son-in-law Dr 
Vishnu Vazhoor.  The crema-
tion will be held at Changam-
puzha Crematorium, Edappal-
ly, at 10 am on Wednesday.

Police to enforce strict 
deadlines for DJ parties; 
events to end by 11 pm
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

KOCHI city police on Tuesday 
reinstated restrictions on DJ 
parties in bars, stressing that 
events must end by 11 pm and 
establishments must close by 
midnight, in line with existing 
government orders. The direc-
tive was reinforced through a 
notice issued by the Ernaku-
lam central assistant commis-
sioner on April 28, citing the 
need to maintain law and order. 
The notice applies to all 
bars under the central 
police subdivision.

“Rather than a new 
circular, this is a notice 
served to bar owners 
and operators. The deci-
sion to issue the notice 
was taken during a meeting 
held on Tuesday to reinforce 
compliance with existing rules. 
We have observed delays in 
winding up DJ parties before 
the permitted deadline,” said C 
Premanandakrishnan, assist-
ant commissioner of  police, Er-
nakulam Central sub division.

He said that the notice is a re-
minder of  the earlier instruc-
tions issued by the city police 
commissioner, and similar 
steps may be taken in other 
subdivisions as well. During 

the meeting, bar owners were 
directed to adhere to the 3 am 
closing time permitted for bars 
in five-star hotels. 

Meanwhile, Disc Jockeys 
(DJs) that TNIE spoke to do not 
see this purported change as a 
big deterrent to their business. 
“If  anything, it is only bringing 
clarity to existing rules,” said 
DJ Arnold, a popular artist.

“Earlier, clubs were instruct-
ed to wind up DJ parties at 11 
pm. However, following the ex-

tension of  liquor serving 
hours in bars till mid-

night,  and till 3 am for 
bars in five-star hotels, 
the parties continued 
at most places past the 

allotted deadline (11 
pm), partly due to a lack 

of  clarity on rules,” he said.
A club proprietor said earlier 

when DJ programmes contin-
ued till 12 am, it was difficult to 
disperse the crowd afterwards. 
“They would hang around even 
past 2 am, and sometimes re-
quired a police patrol car to 
zoom this way to see them dis-
banded. Closing the ‘party’ ear-
ly brings a ‘resolution’ to the 
night,” she highlighted. “This 
change is definitely not a wrong 
move. It’s only a re-emphasis of  
existing rules,” she added.

Rahul Gandhi @RahulGandhi
Election relief over, inflation’s heat is on its way! After April 29th, watch out - petrol, 
diesel, everything will get expensive. When oil was cheap, the Modi government 
pocketed the profits. Now that it’s expensive, it’ll dump the burden on you. A gov-
ernment that loots when it’s cheap - leaving the public to bear the brunt of inflation.
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Concern comes at a time when reports of snakes entering cooler areas are on the rise

It’s a disturbing sight to see such garbage piled up in a park. This 
garbage heap, which has already attracted a lot of rodents, will 
invariably bring snakes too — C J Thomas, a resident

‘OVER THE TOP’
A man on a scooter carrying boxes stacked in an unsafe manner during a drizzle at Thoppumpady on Tuesday |  T P SOORAJ

Ajmal Habeeb and Ajsal

Burnt plastic, garbage
� Accused neighbour allegedly set 
fire to plastic and other garbage 
near a compound wall 

� According to the complainant, the 
wall had been constructed in 
violation of court orders, and the 
burning of waste sent smoke into 
his house where his mother-in-law 
lay bedridden after a stroke

2 die in separate 
road accidents
Kochi: Two bike riders died 
in separate road accidents 
in Kochi on Tuesday. The 
deceased are Ranith 
Suresh, 30, a resident of 
Girinagar, and Sebin 
Stephen, 32, of 
Konthuruthy. Ranith was 
riding a two-wheeler when 
he was allegedly knocked 
down by a speeding car and 
run over by a lorry. Sebin 
was killed after being hit by 
a lorry in front of the 
KUFOS campus, Panangad. 
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