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Despite the highest inflow of water into dams in the past three years (8399 million units), Kerala is now 
grappling with power cuts due to a lack of scientific planning. Even with abundant water availability, the 
Pinarayi government’s mismanagement is today pushing Kerala into a severe electricity crisis.
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HC upholds age cap in surrogacy, 
terms it ‘reasonable restriction’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

THE Kerala High Court has 
held that the age limits pre-
scribed for intending parents 
and surrogate mothers are 
meant to ensure safe pregnan-
cies, healthy childbirth, and 
the well-being of  both the sur-
rogate mother and the child. 
The court observed that the age 
criteria under the Surrogacy 
Act are reasonable restrictions 
designed to promote safe medi-
cal practices and minimise 
health risks associated with 
surrogacy procedures for the 
intending couple, surro-
gate mother, and child.

The remarks were 
made while dismissing 
a petition filed by a cou-
ple challenging the con-
stitutional validity of  the 
upper age limit imposed on in-
tending parents. In the present 
case, the wife was aged 44 and 
the husband was aged 57. 
Though married in 2006, they 
had no children. Since the hus-
band had crossed the upper age 

limit of  55 years, the couple 
was not eligible to avail surro-

gacy. The petitioners cur-
rently have three viable 
cryo-preserved embryos 
at a private hospital. The 
only medically viable 

option available to the 
couple is gestational surro-

gacy. However, due to the upper 
age restriction, they are unable 
to proceed with the surrogacy 
procedure on the ground that 
the husband has crossed the 
prescribed age limit.

The Central government sub-

mitted that the upper age limits 
for men and women were fixed 
after consultation, expert stud-
ies, and extensive deliberation. 
The age limits were stipulated 
to balance the interests of  the 
parents and the child, while 
also considering delayed mar-
riages in India.The social im-
pact as well as health aspects 
were also taken into account. 
The restrictions regarding age 
are essential to prevent situa-
tions where the child may be 
exposed to risks associated 
with potential parental age-re-
lated concerns, such as health 
complications or inability to 
provide adequate care, submit-
ted the Central government.

The court observed that un-
regulated reproductive prac-
tices can lead to serious harm. 
It held that the age restrictions 
are not arbitrary and strike a 
careful balance between indi-
vidual choice and public 
health. Reproductive rights, 
though fundamental, are not 
absolute and are subject to rea-
sonable restrictions, it said.

Milma okays `4 hike, 
dairy farmers need to 
wait as rollout stalled
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

MILMA has decided to raise 
milk prices by Rs 4 per litre, but 
dairy farmers waiting for imme-
diate relief  will have to wait 
longer as the cooperative has left 
the implementation date 
hanging.

The Board of  Directors ap-
proved the hike at its meeting on 
Wednesday, formalising a rec-
ommendation that the govern-
ment had recently cleared. How-
ever, Milma chairman and 
managing director K S 
Mani said the exact 
date of  implementa-
tion would only be de-
cided after the current 
election code of  con-
duct ends, adding that 
the incoming governing 
body under the new government 
would take the final call.

The uncertainty drew a sharp 
response from members of  the 
Ernakulam Regional Co-opera-
tive Milk Producers’ Union, who 
had been pressing for immedi-
ate implementation. They 
walked out of  the board meeting 
in protest.

The decision comes after a 
prolonged tussle between Milma 
and the government. The coop-

erative had originally sought 
a hike of  between Rs 4 and 

Rs 6 per litre, with region-
al unions arguing that 
rising costs of  cattle feed, 
labour, and essentials, 

combined with falling 
milk output during sum-

mer, had pushed dairy farmers 
into a serious crisis. The govern-
ment had initially blocked the 
increase citing election timing, 
triggering public protests in-
cluding a demonstration by the 
Ernakulam Regional Union at 
Milma headquarters. It eventu-
ally relented and granted per-
mission following persistent 
pressure.

Trip-off, not loadshedding: Power min
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ T’Puram

CITING the difference in tech-
nical terms, Power Minister K 
Krishnankutty on Wednesday 
commented that the upcoming 
power cuts in the state are pow-
er tripping off, and not load-
shedding. “When overusage of  
power happens, tripping off  
will take place. This cannot be 
called loadshedding,” the min-
ister said in a press meet held 
here on Wednesday. Terming 
climatic shift as the root cause 
of  the ongoing power crisis, 
Krishnankutty also added that 
the Kerala State Electricity 
Regulatory Commission is re-
sponsible for the delay in pur-
chase of   power.

Mentioning that the power 
crisis came as an unexpected 
blow, the minister said that this 
should not be used to allege 
that no developments were 
made during the course of  the 
Left government. “One should 
not blame that we didn’t do a 
thing for power production. 
The hydel project was having 
only 20 megawatt capacity, 
which has now been raised to 
175 megawatt. All of  this was 
done anticipating a surge. Did 
anyone expect such a heat wave, 
or that the crisis in the Middle 
East would happen?” he said.

The minister also comment-
ed that the increased use of  
electric vehicles and people’s 
shift to induction cookers fol-
lowing the LPG crisis also ac-
celerated the current scenario.

In a controversial take, the 
minister also criticised that en-
vironmentalists obstruct major 

development projects in the 
state. “When we somehow get a 
nod for a dam, one person will 
come wearing a bag. If  they say 
that it will be difficult for birds 
to fly because of  this, won’t all 
the media and controversy be 
behind it?” the minister told 
the media.

Mentioning that Kerala buys 
70% power from outside the 
state, he also commented that 
projects like Pooyamkutty had 
to be stalled due to such inter-
ventions. Attacking the media, 
he also commented that the 
press creates unwanted con-
cerns by amplifying such 
issues.

SAFE MEDICAL 
PRACTICES AIM
The court observed that the 
age criteria under the 
Surrogacy Act are reasonable 
restrictions designed to 
promote safe medical 
practices and minimise 
health risks associated with 
surrogacy procedures for the 
intending couple, surrogate 
mother, and child.

Chargesheet soon in 
case against Ranjith
Kochi: The Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) has completed its 
probe into the sexual assault case 
against filmmaker Ranjith and 
will soon file a chargesheet before 
the court. SIT officials said 
sufficient evidence has been 
gathered against Ranjith in 
connection with the alleged 
sexual assault.  Meanwhile, the 
investigation team has given a 
clean chit to actor Bobby Kurien 
and assistant director Shalini. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

A local vendor offers a plate of freshly cut fruits to a tourist unwinding on Kovalam 
beach in Thiruvananthapuram |  B P DEEPU

When we somehow get a 
nod for a dam, one person 
will come wearing a bag. If 
they say that it will be 
difficult for birds to fly 
because of this, won’t all the 
media and controversy be 
behind it

                 K Krishnankutty Power Minister

Election code of conduct
Milma chairman and managing 
director K S Mani said the exact 
date of implementation would 
only be decided after the current 
election code of conduct ends, 
adding that the incoming 
governing body under the new 
government would take the final 
call.

2 Malayalis among 7 dead in B’luru 
following wall collapse due to rain
K’taka CM orders probe; announces compensation of C5 lakh to families of the victims

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Bengaluru 

THE downpour in Bengaluru on Wednesday 
evening claimed the lives of  seven people, includ-
ing a six-year-old girl, and left nine others injured 
when a compound wall of  Bowring and Lady Cur-
zon Hospital on Chandni Chowk Road opposite St 
Mary’s Basilica in Shivajinagar collapsed. 

The deceased included three women and four 
men, while the injured, who are undergoing treat-
ment, are stable. Chief  Minister Siddaramaiah 
has ordered a probe into the incident. 

Deputy Chief  Minister D K Shivakumar said six 
of  the victims were from Kerala who had come to 
the city to conduct an awareness programme on 
nutrition. “I was told that the local residents in-
formed them it would rain and they had gone to 
purchase raincoats when the wall collapsed on 
them,” he said. 

“We will speak to the Kerala government and 
ensure a smooth handover of  the bodies.”  The 
wall collapsed around 5.30 pm when the rain was 
most intense. The 8 ft high and 20 ft wide wall, 
built with cement hollow blocks, collapsed on 
street vendors and others taking shelter from the 
rain. The fire department and civic authorities 
had to use an earthmover to remove the debris and 
retrieve the bodies. 

Mohammed Suhail, elder brother of  deceased 
30-year-old Fayaz Pasha, said that they have been 
selling chappals next to the compound wall for the 
last 15 years. 

“I was just 10 feet away. The wall suddenly col-
lapsed on my brother and many others. My broth-
er who was trapped was rushed to the emergency 
ward of  the hospital, but he was declared dead on 
arrival. My brother has two children --  a three-
year-old and one-year-old,” he added.

Syed Akbar, a local vendor, said people could not 
lift the heavy cement blocks to rescue those 
trapped under. “The wall was almost two decades 
old and was in a dilapidated condition. Those un-
der the debris could be moved only after an earth-
mover was pressed into service,” he added.

City Police Commissioner Seemanth Kumar 
Singh said the police received the information 
around 5.30 pm. 

The wall of Bowring and Lady Curzon Hospital that collapsed due to heavy rain at Shivajinagar in 
Bengaluru on Wednesday |  NAGARAJA GADEKAL 

Deceased Keralites part of study 
tour group of Kudumbashree
R O N N I E  K U R I A K O S E @Kochi

THE Malayalis who died after the wall col-
lapse in Bengaluru have been identified as 
Smita and Latha, natives of  Ramaman-
galam in Ernakulam district. They were 
part of  a Kudumbashree group on a study 
tour to the city. Three other members of  the 
group, Preetha, Siji and Maya suffered inju-
ries and are undergoing treatment. “We are 
connecting with the team and doing the 
needful,” a Kudumbashree staffer told 
TNIE.

“We were a group of  56 members who 
came to Bengaluru for a study tour. We are 
part of  the Kudumbashree’s Nutrimix 
group in Ernakulam. We came to Shivaji-
nagar in the evening for some shopping be-
fore we made our way back. Because of  the 
sudden downpour, the group got separated 
and took shelter wherever they could find. 

Some were near the wall. Because of  the 
intensity of  the wind and rain, the wall of  
Bowring and Lady Curzon Hospital came 
crashing down on them. Rescue efforts 
were under way immediately, and we took 
them to the same hospital. It is an unfortu-
nate incident,” Anoop K M, who was part 
of  the study tour, told TNIE.

“Two died and three suffered minor inju-
ries. The injured are stable. Arrangements 
have been made to send the bodies to Er-
nakulam. We will depart tonight itself. The 
Kerala government and the larger Kudum-
bashree family were very supportive,” he 
said. Following the incident, Congress lead-
er K C Venugopal held talks with Karnata-
ka Chief  Minister Siddaramaiah, seeking 
the best possible treatment for the injured, 
compensation for the victims’ families and 
arrangements to shift the bodies to 
Kerala.

Artist alleges ban on temple 
programmes after IUML entry
L A K S H M I  A T H I R A  @Malappuram

SOPANA musician Njeralath Harig-
ovindan has alleged that he was barred 
from participating in temple pro-
grammes after joining the Indian Union 
Muslim League (IUML). He said he was 
excluded from five temple events he had 
been scheduled to attend in April. While 
maintaining that he has no complaints 
or regrets over the decision 
following his political shift, 
he raised concerns about the 
larger direction of  society.

Harigovindan said he be-
gan receiving phone calls 
from acquaintances associat-
ed with the CPM soon after 
joining the IUML.

“They told me that the Mus-
lim League is a communal party. Later, 
I was trolled online and AI-generated 
images of  me wearing caps associated 
with the Muslim community were cir-
culated. That was the most hurtful ex-
perience. The police should take strict 
action against those creating such con-
tent, as it can fuel communal polarisa-
tion,” he said. He added that several of  

his scheduled performances were can-
celled in the aftermath.  “Many of  my 
bookings were stage programmes 
where I demonstrate sopana music in-
struments and perform poems I have 
written. However, several temple com-
mittees, many of  which are governed 
by CPM and RSS supporters, informed 
me that some members were uncom-
fortable with my participation after I 

joined the Muslim League,” he 
said.

Harigovindan said he views 
the Muslim League as a demo-
cratic party.  “Some even suggest 
that I converted to Islam because 
I joined the party. That is not 
true,” he said.

Citing the housewarming cer-
emony of  the Chooralmala-

Mundakkai landslide survivors, he said 
the event reflected the party’s secular 
approach. “At the township, all benefici-
aries were treated equally, irrespective 
of  their religious background. A sec-
tion of  CPM and RSS supporters is un-
able to accept that the Muslim League 
functions as a secular democratic party. 
This attitude must change,” he said. 

Six months needed to complete 
fireworks blast probe: Justice
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

JUSTICE C N Ramachandran 
Nair, heading the judicial probe 
into the Mundathicode fireworks 
unit blast, on Wednesday said that 
the inquiry would require at least 
six months, citing the need for a 
detailed and comprehensive 
examination.

As part of  the initial steps, he 
will hold discussions with the dis-
trict collector and the police com-
missioner. Underscoring the com-
plexity of  the investigation, 
Justice Nair said the findings 
would have long-term implica-
tions for devaswoms, temple com-
mittees, and religious institu-
tions, all of  whom would be heard 
in detail.

Pointing to the challenges, he 
noted that 16 people died in the 
incident and only a small number 
of  individuals had direct knowl-
edge of  what 

transpired. “Even the person 
who conducted the fireworks dis-
play is among the deceased. These 
are serious limitations,” he said. 

The probe will examine whether 
the blast originated within the 
fireworks storage area or was 
triggered by external factors. It 
will also look into whether the in-
cident occurred during the proc-
ess of  tightly packing and ham-
mering fireworks to enhance 
their sound and explosive impact. 
While the police are already in-
vestigating the cause, the judicial 
inquiry will independently exam-
ine all aspects of  the incident.

Justice Nair observed that re-
ducing the use of  explosive mate-
rials could significantly limit the 
scale of  such accidents. Referring 
to the findings of  the Puttingal 
fireworks tragedy commission, 
he noted that it remains unclear 
whether the government intends 
to impose stricter curbs or a ban 
on fireworks.  “Fireworks are 
used across the world, but the em-
phasis elsewhere is on colours 
and visual display. Here, the focus 
is largely on sound, which re-
quires higher explosive content,” 
he said, highlighting a key safety 
concern.

Eko tops; Mohanlal,  
Kalyani and Anaswara 
adjudged best actors
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ T’Puram

EMERGING the top winner at 
the 49th Kerala Film Critics 
Awards, Eko, directed by Dinjith 
Ayyathan and produced by MRK 
Jayaram  bagged the Best Film 
award for 2025.

Dominic Arun was chosen the 
Best Director for Lokah: Chap-
ter 1 – Chandra, while Mohanlal 
won Best Actor for his perform-
ances in Thudarum and Hri-
dayapoorvam. The Best Actress 
award was shared by Kalyani 
Priyadarshan for Lokah: Chap-
ter 1 – Chandra and Anaswara 
Rajan for Rekhachitram and Mr 
& Mrs Bachelor.

Playback singer and 
composer MG Sreeku-
mar was selected for 
the Chalachitra Rat-
nam lifetime achieve-
ment award.

Filmmaker Priya-
darshan will receive 
the Ruby Jubilee 
Award, instituted to 
mark the 40th year of  
the Kerala Film Crit-
ics Association, in recognition 
of  his contributions to Malay-
alam cinema.

The Chalachitra Prathibha 
honours will be conferred on 
actor-producer TG Ravi, actor-
costumer Indrans, lyricist Kai-
thapram Damodaran Nam-
boothiri, production controller 
Kalliyoor Sasi, actor Urmila 
U n n i ,  a n d  s i n g e r  B 
Arundhathi.

Rekhachitram was named 
Second Best Film.

In acting categories, Prakash 
Varma (Thudarum) and Dileesh 
Pothen (Ronth) shared the Best 
Supporting Actor (Male) award, 
while Honey Rose (Rachel) and 

Subha Vayanad (Santhi: The Re-
flection of  Truth) won Best Sup-
porting Actor (Female).

Special Jury Awards for excel-
lence in acting went to Sangeeth 
Prathap (Hridayapoorvam), 
Sandeep Pradeep (Eko), Manoj 
Govindan (Periyon), Twinkle 

Joby (A Pregnant Wid-
ow), and Meenakshi 
(Private).

Among technical 
categories, Jakes Be-
joy was chosen the 
Best Music Director 
for Narivetta and 
Lokah: Chapter 1 – 
Chandra. Sithara 
Krishnakumar and J 
R Divya Nair shared 
the Best Playback 

Singer (Female) award, while 
Navneeth Unnikrishnan won 
Best Playback Singer (Male).

Sarvam Maya was announced 
as the Best Popular Film. 
Daivathankunnu and Pach-
atheyyam won Best Children’s 
Film. Victoria was recognised as 
Best Film on Women Empower-
ment, while Khidki Gaav won 
for National Integration.

Baby Devananda Jibin won 
Best Child Artiste (female) 
(Kalyanamaram) and G R Indug-
opan won the best story award. 
(Ponman) Awards were also pre-
sented for films focusing on en-
vironmental issues, social rele-
vance, and strong messaging.

Chalachitra 
Ratnam

Playback singer 
M G Sreekumar 

was selected for 
Chalachitra

Ratnam lifetime 
achievement 

award.
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