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PM 2.5 level recorded at Coimbatore 
on Wednesday. Nitrogen dioxide 
level was at 6 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3
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Applications 
open for UG, 
diploma courses
COIMBATORE: Applications 
for undergraduate programmes 
offered by the Tamil Nadu Ag-
ricultural University (TNAU) 
and Annamalai University 
(Faculty of  Agriculture) for the 
2026-27 academic year is now 
open. B.Sc Agriculture and 
B.Sc Horticulture are among 
the 14 UG programmes offered 
at the constituent and affiliated 
colleges of  TNAU, while An-
namalai University is offering 
three courses. The common on-
line application facility is avail-
able on tnau.ucanapply.com un-
til June 8. The application fee is 
`600 for General, BC, BCM, and 
MBC/DNC students, and `300 
for SC, SCA, and ST students. 
Constituent and affiliated pri-
vate colleges will admit 2,516 
and 4,736 candidates, respec-
tively, under government and 
management quotas. 

As many as 340 seats are 
available in the Annamalai 
University, states a TNAU re-
lease. TNAU also invited appli-
cations for diploma courses. 
Students can apply on the offi-
cial website until May 8. Appli-
cation fee is `200 for General,
BC, BCM, and MBC/DNC stu-
dents, and `100 for SC, SCA, 
and ST students. For more de-
tails contact on: 9488635077 or 
9486425076.  ENS

Man attacks 
estranged wife, 
held in Annur
COIMBATORE: A 33-year-old 
man was arrested by the rural 
police after he allegedly at-
tacked his estranged wife with 
a sickle, inflicting serious inju-
ries on her head and hands.

The suspect, K Soundarara-
jan of  Molakalipalayam near 
Sulur, works at a powerloom in 
Kaduvettipalayam. He was 
married to Deepika (28) 10 
years ago and the couple has 
two children, a 9-year-old 
daughter and a 7-year-old son.

Due to a family dispute, they 
had been living separately for 
the past six months. Deepika 
was residing with her children 
at AM Colony near Annur.

On Monday, Soundararajan 
visited his wife’s house and got 
into a heated argument. En-
raged, he allegedly attacked 
Deepika with a sickle, slashing 
her head and hands. Upon hear-
ing her screams, neighbours 
reached the spot, forcing the ac-
cused to flee. Deepika was im-
mediately rushed to Annur GH 
for first aid and later shifted to 
CMCH. Annur police registered 
a case and arrested Soundara-
rajan. He was produced before 
the court and remanded in judi-
cial custody. Further investiga-
tion is on.  ENS

Man kills 72-yr-old after tussle over dumping garbage
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore 

A 72-year-old woman was mur-
dered in broad daylight, alleg-
edly by a 47-year-old man fol-
lowing a long-standing dispute 
over garbage dumping in a 
s h a r e d  c o m p o u n d ,  o n 
Wednesday.

The deceased, Jessy Vincent, 

a widow from Kanniyakumari 
district, was residing alone 
in Karunya Nagar for the 
past 26 years. The sus-
pect, Noble Watson 
Thangadurai from Kan-
niyakumari, was also 
living in the same 
compound. 

According to preliminary 
investigation by Karunya Na-

gar police, frequent quarrels 
erupted between the vic-

tim and the suspect over 
the issue of  dumping 
garbage in the com-
mon area. 

O n  We d n e s d a y 
morning, a verbal al-

tercation escalated when 
Jessy allegedly abused No-

ble’s mother, which provoked 

him.
In a fit of  rage, he allegedly 

took a sickle from his house 
and struck Jessy on the back of  
her head. Jessy collapsed and 
died on the spot.

Karunya Nag ar police 
reached the spot and conducted 
an investigation, and Noble 
was arrested. Jessy is survived 
by two sons and a daughter. 

Motorists demand 
green shade nets at 
signals to beat heat

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

AMID the rising summer heat, 
motorists in Coimbatore have 
demanded the Coimbatore City 
Municipal Corporation (CCMC) 
to install green shade nets at 
major traffic signals to shield 
commuters from the harsh 
sun.

Over the past few years, 
the installation of  green 
nets at busy junctions 
had provided much-
needed relief  to motor-
ists and pedestrians 
waiting at signals. How-
ever, the absence of  such 
measures this year has left 
many exposed to rising 
temperatures.

“Afternoon travel has become 
unbearable. Even waiting for a 
minute at signals feels exhaust-
ing,” said R Karthik, a daily 
commuter from Gandhipuram. 
Echoing similar concerns, S 
Maheshwaran, a college stu-
dent, added, “The green nets 

made a real difference. It’s a 
simple step, but it protects 
thousands of  people every 
day.”

Earlier, several councillors 
had urged the civic body to take 
proactive measures, including 
the installation of  green nets 
across key intersections. In 
previous years, such initiatives 
were implemented in coordina-

tion with NGOs as part of  
broader summer prepar-
edness efforts.

CCMC Commission-
er M Sivaguru Pra-
bakaran told TNIE, “In 

previous years, the Rev-
enue and Disaster Man-

agement Department issued 
instructions to undertake pre-
cautionary measures ahead of  
summer. These included set-
ting up free buttermilk and wa-
ter distribution stalls, as well 
as installing shades at traffic 
signals in collaboration with 
NGOs. However, this year, we 
have not received any such in-
structions so far.”

Motorists waiting at the Women’s Polytechnic College signal on a hot day in 
Coimbatore on Wednesday |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

Three injured as car  
hits two-wheeler in 
RS Puram
Coimbatore;Three persons 
sustained injuries after a 
car allegedly rammed a 
two-wheeler at TV Samy 
Road in RS Puram on 
Tuesday. According to 
police, V Thangaraj (40), 
a resident of SITRA 
Junction was driving his 
car when he hit a two-
wheeler carrying Vishnu 
(22), Mohammed Adhil 
(24) and Anuthosh, all 
from RS Puram.The 
impact of the collision 
threw the riders off the 
vehicle, resulting in serious 
injuries to all three. They 
were immediately rushed 
to a private hospital for 
treatment. Traffic 
Investigation Wing West 
registered a case against 
the car driver, and an 
investigation is on.  ENS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

DIRT TRACK-TORS 
 A farmer prepares his land to sow seeds using a tractor, as large clouds of dust rise from the dry soil  on a hot summer day  

at Pachapalayam in Coimbatore on Wednesday |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

Nagercoil-Coimbatore train 
to short terminate at Erode
Coimbatore: The Nagercoil-
Coimbatore Express train (No.16321), 
which is scheduled to leave Nagercoil 
at 08.00 am, will be short-terminated 
at Erode Junction railway station on 
May 10 in view of track renewal works 
at the Uthukuli Railway Yard in the 
Erode- Tiruppur sector. After 
completion of the works, the train will 
run as an Unreserved Special Train 
from Erode Junction to Coimbatore 
Junction with the same stoppages of 
Train No. 16321.  ENS

Mobile application to address plaints on 
accessibility issues in government offices

Coimbatore: The commissioner for PwDs, A 
Govindaraj, said that differently-abled 
persons facing accessibility issues in 
government offices can register complaints 
through the online app and action will be 
taken in a fixed timeframe. Speaking at an 
awareness event organised by Sevabharathi 
South Tamil Nadu here on Tuesday, 

Govindaraj said, “Under this, PwDs can file complaints 
regarding lack of accessibility in government offices through 
the online app. Complaints received will be verified by the 
commission’s office and forwarded to respective collectorate 
for resolution within a specific timeframe,” he said.  ENS

TNSTC mandates refresher 
training for bus crew
Coimbatore: TNSTC bus crew of 
Coimbatore region have been warned 
that failure to participate in refresher 
training will result in action being 
taken against them. This warning 
has been issued since some bus crew 
failed to participate in the training 
conducted by TNSTC. Official sources 
said TNSTC conducts refresher 
training for drivers and conductors 
once every six months. “Some drivers 
and conductors skip it due to 
lethargy,” sources added.  ENS

TRY TO LEAVE THE EARTH A BETTER PLACE THAN WHEN YOU ARRIVED ❯ SIDNEY SHELDON


