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Queueing vessels force Adani to
fast-track Vizhinjam expansion

KERALA/SOUTH

Tuesoay 12.05.2026

Signs MoU with Bharat Petroleum to launch India’s first ship-to-ship LNG bunkering ops

RAJESH RAVI @Kochi

OPERATING at full capacity
and witnessing vessels queue-
ing outside during the height of
the West Asia crisis, Adani
Ports and Special Economic
Zone (APSEZ) has moved to fast-
track the phase II expansion of
the Vizhinjam International
Seaport, highlighting the port’s
rapidly growing strategic rele-
vance along global shipping
routes.

The accelerated expansion
comes at a time when disrup-
tions in the Gulf region and
congestion across parts of West
Asia are reshaping maritime
trade flows and pushing ship-
ping lines to scout for alterna-
tive transshipment hubs.
Vizhinjam, located barely 10
nautical miles from the busy in-
ternational East-West shipping
corridor connecting Europe, the
Gulf and Asia, has emerged as
a major beneficiary.

During the company’s Q4
FY26 earnings call, Adani Ports
CEO Ashwani Gupta said the
firm had decided not to wait for
the originally planned timeline
for the second phase after the
port handled heavy transship-
ment traffic during the regional
crisis.

“We are at 100% capacity at
Vizhinjam already,” Gupta said
while responding to an analyst.
“In the West Asia crisis, we had
many vessels waiting outside.
So we are not waiting for phase
2, and we have kicked it off.”

Gupta said the port benefited
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A fisherman rows through the waters off Vizhinjam port as the Phase-I|

construction work progresses at a rapid pace in the background | ALBIN MATHEW

from “transshipment overflow”
during the crisis even as opera-
tional disruptions affected some
regional facilities. “So we are
accelerating the Vizhinjam
space too, and soon we will also
start working on the exit cargo
as there’s a huge potential in the
catchment area,” he said.

The second phase is expected
to expand the port’s annual ca-
pacity sharply from the current
1.6 million TEUs to around 5.7
million TEUs. Under the expan-
sion, the existing container
berth will be extended to a con-
tinuous 2-km-long berth, mak-
ing it the longest in India. The
breakwater will be expanded to
3.88km while additional con-
tainer yards will be created
through large-scale sea recla-
mation works.

The project will also strength-
en Vizhinjam’s capability to
handle next-generation mega
container ships. Additional
ship-to-shore cranes and yard
cranes are planned, enabling

eThe second phase is expected to

expand the port’s annual capacity

sharply from the current 1.6 million
TEUs to around 5.7 million TEUs

eUnder the expansion, the existing
container berth will be extended to a
continuous 2-km-long berth, making it
the longest in India

eo0nce completed, the port will be
capable of simultaneously handling
five mother vessels

the terminal to accommodate
vessels carrying up to 28,000
TEUs. Once completed, the port
will be capable of simultane-
ously handling five mother
vessels.

During the company’s Q3 and
nine-month FY26 earnings call
in February, Gupta had outlined
the scale of the proposed invest-
ment. “This 16,000 crore is as a
Phase II development. This will
take the capacity (to) more than

detenues in
India: NCRB

RAJALAKSHMI SAMPATH
@Chennai

ONE in every three prison-
ers held in preventive de-
tention in India is in Tamil
Nadu, according to the Na-
tional Crime Records Bu-
reau’s (NCRB) Prison Sta-

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @TPuram

SUMMER showers have intensi-
fied in the state, with many
places receiving signifi-
cant rain on Monday.
Many areas in the Kan-
nur, Thrissur,
Kozhikode, Thiru-
vananthapuram, Er-
nakulam, and Kottayam
districtsreceived widespread
rain.

According to India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD), the

rain is likely to intensify from
Thursday. It has forecast isolat-
ed heavy rain in the state on
Thursday and Friday follow-
ing the formation of alow-
pressure area over the
southwest Bay of Ben-
gal. It stated that the
system is likely to inten-
sify over the next 48
hours.

With the state expected to
receive heavy rain on May 14
and 15, the IMD has issued yel-
low alerts for Malappuram,

5 million because with the tech-
nology and with the efficiency,
we are delivering 20% to 30%
more than the nameplate capac-
ity,” he had said.

In a major strategic move,
Adani Ports has already signed
an MoU with Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd to launch In-
dia’s first ship-to-ship LNG bun-
kering operations at Vizhinjam.
“Today, the LNG bunkering at
Jebel Ali and Colombo is still
struggling,” Gupta noted earli-
er. “Because on this internation-
al channel, there are not many
competitive LNG bunkering fa-
cilities, shipping lines are not
bringing their LNG-capable ves-
sels on this channel. The ship-
to-ship bunkering facility in
Vizhinjam, which is just 10 nau-
tical miles from international
waters, is boosting shipping
lines and motivating them to
bring their LNG-capable
vessels.”

While Vizhinjam is currently
positioned largely as a trans-
shipment hub, the company is
also preparing for future EXIM
cargo growth.

Chief financial officer D
Muthukumaran in the Q3 con-
ference call said the port already
has road connectivity for cargo
evacuation and plans for rail
connectivity are under evalua-
tion. “As the market develops,
we’ll be able to handle EXIM
cargo quite easily,” he said, indi-
cating that hinterland connec-
tivity would gradually strength-
en the port’s role beyond
transshipment operations.

Rain to intensity in Kerala from May 14

Kozhikode, Kannur and Kasara-
god districts on Thursday, and
yellow alerts for Malappuram,
Kozhikode and Wayanad dis-
tricts on Friday.

The IMD has forecast thun-
derstorms accompanied by
lightning and strong winds with
speeds ranging from 30 kmph to
50 kmph at isolated places in
Kerala till Saturday.

It also predicted thunder-
storms accompanied by light-
ning at one or two places over
Kerala till Wednesday.
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NEET Question paper leaked again. In the exam conducted last week. A “guess paper”
circulated among students in Rajasthan’s Sikar allegedly matched a large number of
questions asked in the actual exam. We demand appointing Gyanesh Kumar as NTA

Chairman s the only way to conduct the exam without leak and in all fairness.

PM’s plea to skip overseas travel jolts
thriving outbound tourism sector

SHAINU MOHAN @T’Puram

PRIME Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s appeal to Indians to avoid
overseas leisure trips and desti-
nation weddings to help con-
serve foreign exchange has trig-
gered concern among Kerala’s
fast growing outbound tourism
industry. Tour operators are
warning that such statements
could dampen the sector, which
has seen explosive growth since
the pandemic.

According to industry esti-
mates, there are thousands of
agencies organising group
tours, family vacations, destina-
tion weddings and vacations in
destinations across Asia, Eu-
rope and West Asia to meet the
growing demand and preferenc-
es of Malayali travellers.

The operators fear that the
PM'’s remarks would adversely
impact the travel and hospitali-
ty sector, which is still recover-
ing from back-to-back setbacks
caused by the pandemic, geopo-
litical tensions and
uncertainties.

“Tourism did not receive any

meaningful support from the
Centre even during the pandem-
ic. For us, the current situation
feels like a second pandemic,”
said Sheik Ismail, president of
the Tourism Professionals Club
(TPO).

He said that overseas vaca-
tions were earlier largely con-
fined to affluent families.

“Today, a five-day package to
Thailand, Malaysia, Bali or Vi-
etnam is often cheaper than a
domestic trip to Goa, Rajasthan
or Maharashtra. With the same
budget, travellers get a much
better experience abroad,” he

added.

Many foreign tour- -
ism boards are now .’Tj
carrying out aggres- .4
sive marketing and
conducting road-
shows and trade
meetings to pro-
mote their desti-
nations in Kerala
and India.

Before the pan-
demic, outbound
tourism accounted
for just 2-5% of lei-

sure travel. But operators now
estimate that around 30-50% of
travellers from Kerala now pre-
fer overseas destinations to do-
mestic holidays. The industry is
demanding measures to make
domestic tourism more afford-
able, to encourage people to hol-
iday within the country.
However, some feel that Mo-
di’s plea to avoid non-essential
foreign travel may provide a sig-
nificant boost to domestic tour-
ism, particularly in Kerala.
“People are unlikely to stop
travelling altogether. Instead,
many Malayalis are expected to
opt for destinations within the
state. This trend is already vis-
ible, with tourists from north-
ern Kerala increasingly visiting
Kochi, Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Kumara-
+» kom and Munnar,
- while travellers
from the south are
exploring destina-
tionssuch asKozhikode
and Kannur,” said Jose
Pradeep, president of the
Kerala Travel Mart Society
(KTM).
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With

No. 2212 /GMU/2026
RECRUITMENT NOTICE

Date- 11.05.2026

reference

to Recruitment

Closing Date of Online application- 14.06.2026

Notice no.648/GMU/2026 dated
27.02.2026 and 855/GMU/2026 dated 27.02.2026 regarding appointment to
the post of Assistant Professor/Associate Professor/Professor against regu-
lar sanctioned posts in various departments of Gangadhar Meher University,
Sambalpur, it is hereby informed that the online application form, details
of terms and conditions, etc., is available in the University website (www.
gmuniversity.ac.in).

Opening Date of Online application -14.05.2026

Sd/- Registrar
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of this notice. Else a ceriified copy

preventive detention laws.
The trend is not new, if data
submitted by all states to
the NCRB is accurate.
India’s total prison popu-
lation stood at 5,11,542 in
2024, including 1,36,138 con-
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The filled in application, should be submitted Online in the HIMS portal- on the link https://himsrecruitment.odis-
ha.gov.in/ available from 12.05.2026 onwards, complete in all respect along with supporting documents by 10.06.2026
11:59PM and signed printout of the downloaded application with all the certificates, mark sheets documents should
be sent only through Registered/ Speed Post to The Registrar, Vikram Dev University, Jeypore, Dist- Koraput,
Odisha, PIN- 764001 so as to reach on or before 20.06.2026 by 5.00 P.M.

For other details, please visit www.vikramdevuniversity.ac.in.
Application Processing Fee (Non-Refundable) to be paid online along with the online submission of application
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tenders, contact ICICI Bank Employes Phone No 9655226532 /129501439
The Authorised Officer reserves the right to reject any or all the bids witheut furmishing any further reasons
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\‘f’lﬂcﬂ: Ernakulom

end detenue count, the state
has consistently released
more than 3,300 detenues
annually, suggesting a high
yearly turnover in deten-
tion orders.

Vishnu Soman, Advocate, Important Dates
Wisdom Law Chambers i.  Opening of online application portal :12.05.2026 (10:00 AM)
4th Fioor, Fort Peari Building, ii. Closing of online application portal :10.06.2026 (11 :59 PM)
Church Landing Road, Emakulam iii. Closing date of receiving the hard copy of the application 20.06.2026 (05:00PM)
Mob: 9855303535, Corrigendum, if any, shall be posted on the university website: www.vikramdevuniversity.ac.in only. The can-
Off : 04544020804 didates are advised to visit the university website from time to time and remain updated.
wisdomiawchamben@gmail.com OIPR- 11001/11133/1/26-27/0002

Authorized Officer
ICIC] Bank Lim |mrL_..'

Sd/- REGISTRAR

epaper.newindtanexpress.mm.




