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250KG IVORY
haul leads to arrest of nine suspects in Thailand’s 
biggest smuggled ivory seizure in a decade
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NO PEACE YET, TRUMP PUSHES 
BACK IRAN’S HORMUZ HARDBALL
Rejects offer, says ‘totally unacceptable’ as Tehran seeks release of frozen assets

TEHRAN

IRAN said on Monday it 
had demanded the release 
of  its frozen assets and the 
end of  a US blockade of  its 
ports, after US President 
Donald Trump angrily re-
jected Tehran’s terms for 
starting negotiations to 
halt the West Asia war.

The sharp exchange of  
messages raised the spec-
tre of  a return to open con-
flict in the Gulf, 
sent oil prices 
s o a r i n g  a n d 
dashed hopes that 
a deal could be 
quickly negotiat-
ed to reopen the 
Strait of  Hormuz to com-
mercial shipping.

Trump reacted with fury 
after Iran responded to the 
latest US proposal for 
peace talks with a counter-
offer he deemed, in a brief  
social media post, “totally 
unacceptable”. The ex-
change unnerved global 
energy markets, with 
crude prices rising by 
more than four percent be-
fore dropping back slightly 
in afternoon London trad-
ing and a top executive 

warning the crisis could 
last for years.

“The energy supply 
shock that began in the 
first quarter is the largest 
the world has ever experi-
enced,” the CEO and presi-
dent of  Saudi oil giant Ara-
mco, Amin Nasser, told 
investors. “If  the Strait of  
Hormuz opens today, it will 
still take months for the 
market to rebalance, and if  
its opening is delayed by a 

few more weeks, 
then normalisa-
tion will last 
into 2027,” he 
said. Aside from 
energ y — in 
peacetime a fifth 

of  the world’s oil and LNG 
exports pass through Hor-
muz — the world also faces 
a shorta ge of  fertiliser, 
much of  which comes from 
Gulf  ports, and hence food 
for tens of  millions of  
people.

“We have a few weeks 
ahead of  us to prevent what 
will likely be a massive hu-
manitarian crisis,” Jorge 
Moreira da Silva, executive 
director of  United Nations 
Office for Project Services 
(UNOPS), said. AFP

Smoke rising from the site of an Israeli  airstrike that targeted the village 
of Zawtar al-Gharbiyeh in the southern Lebanese area of Marjeyoun |  AFP

Pak renews diplomacy, 
holds talks with US envoy

ISLAMABAD

US Charge dAffaires Natalie A Baker on Monday held 
discussions with Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister 
Ishaq Dar, focussing on the “regional situation” and 
bilateral ties. According to Pakistan’s Foreign Office 
(FO), Baker called on Dar to “discuss the evolving re-
gional situation and the broader Pakistan-US bilateral 
relationship”. Dar highlighted Pakistan’s role in facili-
tating communication between the US and Iran, and 
expressed hope that ongoing diplomatic efforts would 
contribute to peace and stability in the region and be-
yond, the FO said.

The meeting took place a day after Pakistan, which is 
acting as a mediator in the West Asia conflict, confirmed 
receiving from Iran the response to a US peace proposal. 
But Donald Trump is learnt to have rejected Iran’s re-
sponse to the peace proposal as “totally unacceptable”.

U.S. and French evacuees test hantavirus +ve
GRANADILLA DE ABONA

AN American citizen and a French 
woman evacuated from the cruise 
ship hit by a deadly hantavirus out-
break have tested positive, officials 
said, as the repatriation operation 
continued on Monday. Following the 
positive test results, Spain defended 
the rigour of  its sanitary measures 
during the complex evacuation Sun-
day of  94 people of  19 different na-
tionalities from the MV Hondius, 
which is moored in the Canary 
Islands.

The Dutch-flagged vessel has been 

at the centre of  global concern after 
three passengers died following an 
outbreak of  the rare virus, which 
usually spreads among rodents and 
for which no cure exists. Health offi-
cials have insisted that the risk to glo-
bal public health is rare and dis-
missed comparisons to the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The French woman, one of  five 
evacuees from France placed in isola-
tion in Paris, started to feel unwell on 
Sunday night, and “tests came back 
positive”, Health Minister Stephanie 
Rist said. Late Sunday, the US health 
department said one American na-

tional evacuated from the ship had 
“mild symptoms” and that another 
had tested positive for the Andes vi-
rus, the only hantavirus strain that is 
transmissible between humans.

Spain’s health ministry said “all 
measures” had been taken to stop the 
virus spreading during the evacua-
tions, in which medical teams escort-
ed passengers from the ship to an air-
port on the island of  Tenerife under 
close supervision and following
health checks. It said the French pa-
tient “started to feel unwell during 
the flight and not while she was on 
the ship”.  AFP


