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1,80,000
fewer prisoners in Russia over five years as 
convicts fight in Ukraine, says prison chief
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LONDON

UK Health Secretary Wes 
Streeting resigned from 
the Cabinet on Thursday, 
declaring that he had lost 
confidence in the leader-
ship of  Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer.

As a frontrunner to re-
place Starmer at 10 Down-
ing Street, Streeting is ex-
pected to launch his bid to 
be elected Labour leader if  
he can secure the backing 
of  the party’s requisite 81 
members of  Parliament.

It piles further pressure 
on Starmer, who has been 
attempting to quell an in-
ternal rebellion over the 
devastating results for the 
governing party in last 
week’s local elections.

“It is now clear that you 
will not lead the Labour 
Party into the next general 
election and that Labour 
MPs and Labour unions 
want the debate about 
what comes next to be a 
battle of  ideas, not of  per-
sonalities or petty faction-
alism,” Streeting said in 
his resignation letter ad-
dressed to Starmer.

“It needs to be broad, 
and it needs to be the best 
possible field of  candi-
dates. I support that ap-
proach and I hope you will 
facilitate it,” he said.

The former minister ac-
cused his boss of  lacking 
any vision  and also went 
on to highlight his own 
record of  leading the De-
partment for Health and 

Social Care and state-fund-
ed National Health Serv-
ice. Streeting added: “The 
National Health Service is 
the embodiment of  all that 
is best about Britain and 
our values. Thanks to our 
Labour government, it is 
on the road to recovery. 

“These are all good rea-
sons for me to remain in 
post, but as you know from 
our conversation earlier, 
having lost confidence in 
your leadership, I have con-
cluded that it would be dis-
honourable and unprinci-
pled to do so.”  

His words are being in-
terpreted as paving the 
way for a Labour leader-
ship contest, with former 
deputy prime minister An-
gela Rayner, Mayor of  
Greater Manchester Andy 
Burnham and Energy Sec-
retary Ed Miliband among 
his other expected rivals. 

While the process may 
not begin soon, Starmer’s 
future as Labour leader 
looks uncertain if  the  
NEC triggers a formal elec-
tion. PTI

UK Health Secy quits, 
set to join PM race

British Health Secretary  
Wes Streeting

� Xi said China and the US 
should be “partners rather than 
rivals”

� Chinese leader invoked the 
“Thucydides Trap”, warning 
against conflict between a rising 
and established power

� Trump invited Xi to visit the 
White House in September

� White House said both sides 
discussed expanding market 
access for US businesses in China

� Leaders discussed possible 
cooperation in agriculture, 
aircraft and investment sectors

� US officials said Trump sought 
China’s support in easing the 
Iran crisis

� Both sides agreed the Strait 
of Hormuz must remain open for 
global energy supplies

� China will order 200 Boeing 
jets, Trump tells Fox News. 
Analysts reckon the order would 
include best-selling 737 Max

� Nvidia chief Jensen Huang and 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk were part of 
the US business delegation

� Trump’s Beijing visit is 
scheduled to conclude on Friday 
after additional engagements 
and meetings

Xi pushes new framework, 
Trump backs ‘stable’ ties
US President calls counterpart a friend amid Beijing warning on Taiwan

BEIJING

CHINESE President Xi Jin-
ping and his US counterpart 
Donald Trump agreed to build 
a “constructive, strategically 
stable relationship” as they 
met in Beijing on Thursday at 
a superpower summit.

The new strategic position 
should be led by cooperation 
and “measured competition 
with healthy stability”, Xi said, 
according to the South China 
Morning Post. He also said Bei-
jing would treat the new frame-
work as a guide for the relation-
ship for the next three years 
and beyond, though the 
White House made no 
reference to the phrase 
in its comments.

Trump arrived in 
China with accolades for 
his host, calling Xi a “great 
leader” and “friend” and ex-
tending an invitation to visit the 
White House in September. Be-
yond the pomp as he welcomed 
Trump, Xi in less effusive tones 
said the two sides “should be 
partners and not rivals”, and 
highlighted the issue of  Taiwan 
— which Beijing claims as its 
territory — straight off  the bat.

“The Taiwan question is the 
most important issue in China-
US relations,” Xi said, according 
to remarks published by Chi-
nese state media shortly after 
the start of  the talks, which last-
ed two hours and 15 minutes. “If  
mishandled, the two nations 

could collide or even come into 
conflict, pushing the entire Chi-
na-US relationship into a highly 
perilous situation,” Xi added. Xi 
greeted Trump with a red-carpet 
welcome at the opulent Great 
Hall of  the People, with military 
band fanfare, a 21-gun salute and 
a host of  schoolchildren jump-
ing and chanting “welcome!”. 

Seemingly enjoying the cere-
mony, Trump said “the relation-
ship between China and the 
USA is going to be better than 
ever before”. Xi instead refer-
enced a political theory about 
the risks of  war when a rising 

power rivals a ruling one, in-
spired by an ancient 

Greek historian.  At a 
state banquet in the 
evening, the Chinese 
leader insisted it was 

possible. “Achieving the 
great rejuvenation of  the 

Chinese nation and making 
America great again can totally 
go hand in hand... and advance 
the wellbeing of  the whole 
world,” Xi said, in reference to 
Trump’s MAGA movement. 

Iran overshadows
The White House said the lead-
ers talked about the Iran war, an
issue which analysts have said 
could weaken Trump’s position, 
having already forced him to 
postpone this trip. The two sides 
“agreed that the Strait of  Hor-
muz must remain open to sup-
port the free flow of  energy”, 
the White House said.  AFP

OTHER KEY 
DEVELOPMENTS

President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping arrive for a state dinner at the Great Hall  of the People in Beij ing |  AP
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HAVANA

CUBA’s national energy grid 
suffered a major failure early 
Thursday that severed power to 
the island’s eastern provinces, 
authorities said, as residents in 
the capital Havana faced ongo-
ing blackouts. Cuba’s aging pow-
er grid has eroded in recent 
years as it faces a prolonged eco-
nomic crisis, recently made 
worse by a US energy blockade 
of  the island, where daily life 
can be an ordeal for many of  the 
country’s 10 million people.

The state-run Electric Union 
said the collapse had stripped 
power from all eastern prov-
inces from Guantanamo to 
Ciego de Avila, and that crews 
were working to restore power, 
but it did not give an estimate 
for how long it would take.

The previous day, Cuban 
President Miguel Diaz-Canel 
had described the energy situa-
tion as “tense” after supplies of  
oil delivered by a Russian ves-
sel in late March ran out. Cuba 
produces barely 40% of  the fuel 
it needs to power its economy.

Russia announced plans to 
send a second fuel ship to Cuba 
in early April. According to 
Russian news reports, the oil 
tanker left the Russian Baltic 
port of  Vysotsk in January, but 
has been stuck in the same 
place in the Atlantic Ocean for 
the last several weeks. Power 
outages in Havana, where au-
thorities have been rationing 
power, stretched to 24 hours 
Thursday. On Wednesday, Asso-
ciated Press journalists saw res-
idents banging pots and pans 
and setting fire to trash cans to 
protest the blackouts.  AP

Power outages, 
protests after 
Cuba runs out 
of oil reserves

DUBAI

An Indian-flagged cargo ship 
sank off  the coast of  Oman af-
ter an attack sparked a fire 
aboard the vessel while it was 
travelling from Somalia to 
Sharjah in the UAE, Indian au-
thorities said on Thursday, as 
tensions escalated near the 
Strait of  Hormuz. Officials said 
all 14 Indian crew members 
aboard the Haji Ali were res-
cued by Oman’s coast 
guard and were safe.

A ship anchored 
off  the United Arab 
Emirates was also 
seized and taken to-
ward Iran, authori-
ties said. It wasn’t im-
mediately clear who was behind 
the incidents, but they hap-
pened as a senior Iranian offi-
cial reiterated his country’s 
claim of  control over the water-
way and another said it had a 
right to seize oil tankers con-
nected to the US.

The turmoil in the strait, 
which a fifth of  the world’s oil 

passed through before the war, 
has been a sticking point for 
weeks in talks between the US 
and Iran to end the conflict. 
Iran’s grip on the vital water-
way has jolted the world econo-
my and spiked fuel prices far 
beyond West Asia.

The United Kingdom Mari-
time Trade Operations centre 
said it received reports that the 
ship seized on Thursday was 
taken by unauthorised person-

nel while anchored 38 
nautical miles north-
east of  the UAE port 
of  Fujairah, an im-
portant oil export ter-
minal that has been 
repeatedly attacked 
during the war with 

Iran.
The UK maritime center did 

not name the ship seized Thurs-
day and said it is investigating. 
The British military said the 
vessel is heading toward Irani-
an waters. India’s foreign min-
istry condemned the attack on 
commercial shipping and civil-
ian mariners.  AP

Lebanon, Israel hold 
fresh peace talks in US 

WASHINGTON: Lebanon and 
Israel held fresh peace talks in 

Washington on Thursday as their 
latest ceasefire neared its end 
amid continuing Israeli strikes. 

Israel said it targeted Hezbollah 
sites in south Lebanon after 

warning residents to evacuate, 
while Lebanese media reported 

attacks beyond those areas. 
More than 400 people have 

reportedly been killed during the 
truce. Lebanon is seeking a 
lasting ceasefire and Israeli 

withdrawal, while Washington 
continues pressing Beirut to 

disarm Hezbollah.

Iran lets Chinese ships 
pass through Hormuz

TEHRAN: Iranian media on 
Thursday said Tehran had allowed 
Chinese ships to pass through the 

strategic Strait of Hormuz under 
Iranian-managed transit protocols. 

Reports said the passage began 
after a request from Beijing and 

involved more than 30 ships. Iran 
has largely restricted shipping 

through the waterway since the 
outbreak of war with the US and 

Israel in February. 

UAE denies Netanyahu 
secretly visited country

JERUSALEM: Israel said Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

secretly visited the UAE during 
the Iran war and met President 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, calling it a “historic 

breakthrough” in ties. The UAE 
later denied reports of any secret 

visit, insisting relations with 
Israel are conducted publicly 
under the Abraham Accords. 

Tensions escalate as Indian cargo ship 
sinks off Oman, vessel seized near UAE

Israeli  military flares descend over Lebanon’s village of Arnoun as Lebanon and 
Israel prepare for fresh peace talks in Washington |  AFP

ICC-wanted Philippine senator flees Senate
MANILA: Philippine senator Ronald dela Rosa, wanted by the 
International Criminal Court for alleged crimes against 
humanity linked to former president Rodrigo Duterte’s anti-
drug crackdown, fled the Senate where he had sought refuge 
to evade arrest, officials said Thursday. His escape came 
after gunshots were fired during an argument between 
Senate security personnel and a government agent, causing 
chaos in the heavily guarded complex. President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. urged calm as police launched an investigation. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

ODISHA MINING CORPORATION LTD 
(A Gold Category State PSU)
Registered Office: OMC House, Bhubaneswar-751 001
CIN:- U13100OR1956SGC000313

NIT No.16/OMC/CIVIL/2026
Tender for the following works are invited on-line through e-procurement portal of Govt. of Odisha.

SI. 
No Name of the work

Estimated 
cost (In 

lakh)

Time period 
of the work 
(in month)

Class of 
Contrac-

tor

EMD
online (In
Rupees)

Cost of Bid 
document 

(Rs.)

1
Repair of Block-B Out Gate Dispatch 
Road at Guali Mines in the District of 
Keonjhar.

113.37 09
(Nine) ‘B & A’ 1,13,400/- 10,000/-  

+18% GST 

2
Construction of RCC gate (2nos) with 
Security Room (1no) at South Kaliapani 
Mines in the district of Jajpur.

16.00 04 (Four) ‘D & C’ 16,000/- 6,000/-  
+18% GST 

1. Availability of Bid document in Govt. portal from dt 20.05.2026 to dt.03.06.2026 up to 5.00 PM.
2. Last date of on-line submission of tender in the portal is dt.03.06.2026 up to 5.00 PM.
3. Date of opening of Technical Bid is dt.04.06.2026 at 11.00 AM.
All other details can be seen from bid documents available at Govt. web site www.tendersodisha.gov.in. 
Odisha Mining Corporation Ltd. reserves the right to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason 
thereof.
OIPR- 30001/30005/1/26-27/0020 Sd/- GM (Civil)

30001/20/2627


