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1,80,000
fewer prisoners in Russia over five years as 
convicts fight in Ukraine, says prison chief
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� Xi said China and the US should be “partners 
rather than rivals”

� Chinese leader invoked the “Thucydides Trap”, 
warning against conflict between a rising and 
established power

� Trump invited Xi to visit the White House in 
September

� White House said both sides discussed 
expanding market access for US businesses in 
China

� Leaders discussed possible cooperation in 
agriculture, aircraft and investment sectors

� US officials said Trump sought China’s support 
in easing the Iran crisis

� Both sides agreed the Strait of Hormuz must 
remain open for global energy supplies

� China will order 200 Boeing jets, Trump tells 
Fox News. Analysts reckon the order would 
include best-selling 737 Max

� Nvidia chief Jensen Huang and Tesla CEO Elon 
Musk were part of the US business delegation

� Trump’s Beijing visit is scheduled to conclude 
on Friday after additional engagements and 
meetings

Xi pushes new framework, 
Trump backs ‘stable’ ties
US President calls counterpart a friend amid Beijing warning on Taiwan

BEIJING

CHINESE President Xi Jin-
ping and his US counterpart 
Donald Trump agreed to build 
a “constructive, strategically 
stable relationship” as they 
met in Beijing on Thursday at 
a superpower summit.

The new strategic position 
should be led by cooperation 
and “measured competition 
with healthy stability”, Xi said, 
according to the South China 
Morning Post. He also said Bei-
jing would treat the new frame-
work as a guide for the relation-
ship for the next three years 
and beyond, though the White 
House made no reference to the 
phrase in its comments.

Trump arrived in China with 
accolades for his host, calling Xi 

a “great leader” and “friend” 
and extending an invitation to 
visit the White House in 
September. 

Beyond the pomp as he wel-
comed Trump, Xi in less effusive 
tones said the two sides “should 
be partners and not rivals”, 
and highlighted the issue 
of  Taiwan — which Bei-
jing claims as its terri-
tory — straight off  the 
bat.

“The Taiwan question 
is the most important issue 
in China-US relations,” Xi said, 
according to remarks published 
by Chinese state media shortly 
after the start of  the talks, which 
lasted two hours and 15 minutes. 
“If  mishandled, the two nations 
could collide or even come into 
conflict, pushing the entire Chi-

na-US relationship into a highly 
perilous situation,” Xi added. Xi 
greeted Trump with a red-carpet 
welcome at the opulent Great 
Hall of  the People, with military 
band fanfare, a 21-gun salute and 
a host of  schoolchildren jump-

i n g  a n d  c h a n t i n g 
“welcome!”. 

Seemingly enjoying 
the ceremony, Trump 
said “the relationship 
between China and the 

USA is going to be better 
than ever before”. Xi in-

stead referenced a political the-
ory about the risks of  war when 
a rising power rivals a ruling 
one, inspired by an ancient 
Greek historian.  

At a state banquet in the 
evening, the Chinese leader in-
sisted it was possible.  AFP

OTHER KEY DEVELOPMENTS

LONDON

UK Health Secretary Wes 
Streeting resigned from 
the Cabinet on Thursday, 
declaring that he had lost 
confidence in the leader-
ship of  Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer.

As a frontrunner to re-
place Starmer at 10 Down-
ing Street, Streeting is ex-
pected to launch his bid to 
be elected Labour leader 
if  he can secure the back-
ing of  the party’s requi-
site  81  members of  
Parliament.

It piles further pressure 
on Starmer, who has been 
attempting to quell an in-
ternal rebellion over the 
devastating results for the 
governing party in last 
week’s local elections.

“It is now clear that you 
will not lead the Labour 
Party into the next gener-
al election and that La-
bour MPs and Labour un-
ions want the debate about 
what comes next to be a 
battle of  ideas, not of  per-
sonalities or petty faction-
alism,” Streeting said in 
his resignation letter ad-
dressed to Starmer.

“It needs to be broad, 
and it needs to be the best 
possible field of  candi-
dates. I support that ap-
proach and I hope you will 
facilitate it,” he said.

The former minister ac-
cused his boss of  lacking 
any vision and overseeing 
a power “vacuum” and 
also went on to highlight 

his own record of  leading 
the Department for Health 
and Social Care and state-
funded National Health 
Service (NHS). Streeting 
added: “The National 
Health Service is the em-
bodiment of  all that is 
best about Britain and our 
values. Thanks to our La-
bour government, it is on 
the road to recovery: lots 
done, but so much more to 
do. “These are all good rea-
sons for me to remain in 
post, but as you know from 
our conversation earlier 
this week, having lost con-
fidence in your leadership, 
I have concluded that it 
would be dishonourable 
and unprincipled to do 
so.” 

His words are being in-
terpreted as paving the 
way for a Labour leader-
ship contest, with former 
deputy prime minister 
Angela Rayner, Mayor of  
Greater Manchester Andy 
Burnham and Energy  
Secretary Ed Miliband 
among his other expected 
rivals. PTI 

UK Health Secy quits, 
set to join PM race

British Health Secretary  
Wes Streeting

ICC-wanted Philippine senator flees Senate
MANILA: Philippine senator Ronald dela Rosa, wanted by the 

International Criminal Court for alleged crimes against 
humanity linked to former president Rodrigo Duterte’s anti-

drug crackdown, fled the Senate where he had sought refuge 
to evade arrest, officials said Thursday. His escape came 
after gunshots were fired during an argument between 

Senate security personnel and a government agent. 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr urged calm as police launched 
a probe. An ICC warrant accuses dela Rosa of murder linked 

to deadly anti-drug operations between 2016 and 2018.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

HAVANA

CUBA was hit by worsening power out-
ages on Thursday as the island’s commu-
nist government said oil reserves had run 
out and rare protests broke out around the 
capital Havana.

Eastern Cuba was plunged Thursday 
into the latest of  regular electricity shut-
downs affecting the whole country, while 
people protested against power outages in 
neighbourhoods around Havana, in the 
west of  the island. Oil reserves sent by 
Russia have now “run out,” Energy Min-

ister Vicente de la O Levy told state televi-
sion, describing the situation as “very 
tense.” “The heat continues to rise, and 
the impact of  the blockade is indeed caus-
ing us significant harm... because we are 
still not receiving fuel.” US Secretary of  
State Marco Rubio renewed an offer of  
$100 million in aid on the condition that 
the assistance be distributed by the Catho-
lic Church, bypassing the government. 
“We are ready to hear the details of  the 
proposal and how it would be implement-
ed,” said Cuba’s top diplomat, Bruno Rod-
riguez, on social media. AFP

Power outages, protests after 
Cuba runs out of oil reserves

Reference : This office Tender Notification No : 77/2026-27 Dated : 28-04-2026

On behalf of the Managing Director, VJNL, Bangalore, ‘‘Percentage Basis’’ Tenders are invited 
by the Executive Engineer, VJNL, UBP Division No.1, Kadur - 577548 from eligible tenderers 
for the work Indent No: VJNL/2025-26/OW/WORK_INDENT467/CALL-2 and VJNL/2025-26/
OW/WORK_INDENT472/CALL-2 through KPPP portal vide above mentioned reference. Now 
due to technical reasons the last date for submission of completed tender documents and Date 
& Time of Opening of Technical Bid (Cover-1) by Executive Engineer, VJNL, UBP, Division No-
01, Kadur through KPP-Portal is postponed and rescheduled as mentioned below.

Sl No Particulars First KPP Portal Now to be read as

D The last date for submission of completed 
tender documents through e-portal

08-05-2026 
Upto 17.30 hrs

16-05-2026 
Upto 17.30 hrs

E Date & time of opening of Technical Bid 
(cover-1) by Executive Engineer, VJNL, 
UBP, Division No-01, Kadur

11-05-2026 
At 11.00 hrs

18-05-2026 
At 11.00 hrs

Registered Office:  #148, Ground Floor, Embassy Square, Infantry Road, 
Bangalore - 560001.  Ph: 080-22289966/22256688, Fax: 080-22264477, 

E-mail: mail@vjnl.in       Website: www.vjnl.in      CIN No: U41000KA2016SGC097260

Office of the Executive Engineer, Visvesvaraya Jala Nigama Limited, 
Upper Bhadra Project Division No.1, Kadur-577548, Chikkamagaluru District, 

Phone No: 08267-295207, Email: eeupbdvn1@gmail.com 

No.EE/VJNL/UBP/D-1/Kadur/Tender-1 Corrigendum/2026-27/122 Date: 08-05-2026

VISVESVARAYA JALA NIGAMA LIMITED
(A GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA ENTERPRISE)

CORRIGENDUM NOTIFICATION - TWO COVER SYSTEM
(Through KPPP Portal Only)

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
VJNL, UBP Division No.1, 

Kadur - 577548

Note: All other terms and conditions of tender mentioned in the reference shall remain 
unchanged except the calendar of events.


