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Kalathil Chandrasekharan Nair

Alappuzha: Kalathil Chandrasekharan 
Nair, 93, former Samooha Periyon of the 
Ambalapuzha Pettathullal Sangam died 
due to age-related illnesses on 
Wednesday. The funeral was held on his 
residential premises. He was also the 
patron of Sreekrishnaswamy Temple 
Development Trust. Chandrasekharan 
Nair had led the Ambalapuzha group for 

the Erumeli Pettathullal and the annual Sabarimala Sree 
Ayyappa Temple pilgrimage for 21 years. A devout Ayyappa 
devotee, he had visited Sabarimala more than 350 times 
and served as the chief priest for over 200 Aazhi Poojas. He 
had stopped undertaking the Sabarimala pilgrimage since 
the Covid period and had been leading a retired life. He was 
a former teacher at SKVNSS school, Karuvatta. He was also 
well known for delivering spiritual discourses at several 
temples and for writing spiritual columns in periodicals. He 
had served as secretary of the advisory committee of the 
Ambalapuzha Sree Krishna Swamy Temple and as president 
of the Ayyappa Bhakta Sangham. His wife, Sukumari Amma, 
predeceased him. He is survived by his sons, K C Harikumar, 
and K C Krishnakumar (Assistant Editor at Mathrubhumi, 
Kozhikode). The daughters-in-law are S Manjusha, and T R 
Jayadevi.

Kanjirappally bypass work set to 
resume as UDF returns to power
Initial phase to focus on constructing piers for the flyover | Road traffic blockages in place

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kottayam

AFTER prolonged delay, the 
Kanjirappally bypass project is 
set to receive significant mo-
mentum with the UDF return-
ing to power. A meeting of  the 
officials held in the presence of  
MLA-designate Rony K Baby 
has decided to resume the work 
without further delay.

The initial phase will focus 
on constructing the piers for 
the flyover. Traffic on the Kan-
jirappally-Manimala Road will 
be diverted for two months. 
Given that the foundation of  
the pillars will extend to the 
middle of  the Manimala Road 
along the Chittar River, traffic 
will be regulated from Kurishu-
kavala Junction to Mannar-
akayam on the Kanjirappally-
Manimala Road.

 The 1.62-km bypass begins at 
the Kanjirappally panchayat of-
fice and connects to the NH at 
Poothakuzhy, near Rani hospi-
tal. Initially, the project was 
awarded to Gujarat-based Back-
bone Construction Pvt Ltd for 
an amount of  `26.16 crore. As 
per the contract executed on 
August 3, 2023, the work was to 

be completed within 18 months. 
However, despite an extension 
until June 30, 2025, only 36% of  
the work has been completed. 
Following this, the authorities 
terminated the contract and re-
tendered by December, 2025.

While land acquisition and 
earth levelling work has 
been completed, the con-
struction of  bridge 
across Kanjirappally-
Manimala road and 
Chittar river near Kan-
jirappally panchayat of-
fice remains unfinished. 
The 85-m flyover will be built 
using precast concrete support-
ed by four piers. Officials said 
the work of  the flyover, the ma-
jor portion of  the bypass project 
which alone costs `6.90 crore. 

Key components such as cul-
verts, retaining walls, and road 
levelling have been finished in 

a significant portion of  the 
project. However, completion 
of  the remaining work may be 
delayed as construction on 
Kanjirappally-Manimala road 
requires traffic blockage.

The project had received ad-
ministrative sanction in 2016 

with an initial budget of  
`20 crore, including for 
land acquisition. 

However, the project 
was delayed due to var-
ious resons, including 

land acquisition. 
Later, the estimate was 

revised in 2018 allocating ̀ 80.42 
crore including for land 
acquisition. 

The Roads and Bridges De-
velopment Corporation is en-
trusted with its implementa-
tion and RITES Ltd is the 
p r o j e c t  m a n a g e m e n t 
consultant. 

Woman accused in acid attack case 
surrenders in P’thitta after 25 years
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Pathanamthitta 

A 65-year-old woman sur-
rendered before the police 
in connection with an acid 
attack on her neighbour 
that took place 25 years ago 
i n  P a t h a n a m t h i t t a 
district.

The accused, Ponnamma 

of  Thulappally near Ve-
choochira, was formally 
arrested by the police years 
after the incident that oc-
curred on July 30, 2000. Her 
neighbour, Shashidharan 
had suffered partial loss of  
vision after acid attack. 

In 2023, the court sen-
tenced Ponnamma to three 
years’ imprisonment and 

imposed a fine of  Rs 50,000. 
However, after securing re-
lief  in the High Court ap-
peal, she went absconding 
and had been hiding for 
several months.

With the special squad 
strengthening the search 
operations, Ponnamma 
eventually surrendered be-
fore the police. 

Writer Sajini Pavithran 
passes away at 84 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Alappuzha

MALAYALAM writer and 
NCERT National Chil-
dren’s Literature Award 
winner Sajini Pavithran 
(P C Sarojini Amma), 84, 
passed away on Wednes-
day. The funeral was held 
at her residence 
at Sandhya in 
Keezhcherimel 
on Wednesday. 
She was a retired 
p r i n c i p a l  o f  
Chengannur Vo-
cational Higher 
S e c o n d a r y 
School

Sajini made 
significant contributions 
to Malayalam literature 
through stories, poems, 
children’s literature, ra-
dio dramas, screenplays, 
and telefilms. She also 
wrote stories for three 
films, including the Na-
tional Award-winning 
movie ‘Thinklazhcha  

     Nalla Divasam’. She re-
ceived the NCERT Nation-
al Award for Children’s 
Literature in 1991. In 1997, 
she won the Kerala State 
Award for adaptation and 
also received several other 
honours, including the 
Keltron Recreation Club 
Award for drama and the 

Uroob Award.
Her husband, 

late N K Pavi-
thran, was a re-
tired principal 
of  Ala Higher 
S e c o n d a r y 
School. She is 
survived by her 
children, N P 
Baiju, retired 

Senior Complaint Inspec-
tor of  Southern Railway, 
and Dr Lakshmi Pavi-
thran. Her daughter-in-
law is N P Minu of  PS 
Surgicals, Chengannur. 
Her son-in-law, late Dr A 
P Sreekumar, was a re-
t i r e d  D M O  f r o m 
Alappuzha.

Overdue Kavalam-Thattassery 
bridge construction kicks off 
B I J U  E  P A U L  @Alappuzha

A DECADE after it was proposed, construc-
tion of  the Kavalam-Thattassery bridge 
has kicked off  finally, bringing relief  to 
residents.

A sum of  `63.59 crore has been sanc-
tioned for the bridge, which is expected to 
significantly reduce the travel time be-
tween Alappuzha and Kottayam. The 
bridge is expected to be completed within 
18 months.

The fund was sanctioned under the Ker-
ala Infrastructure Investment Fund Board 
(KIIFB) for land acquisition, service roads, 
and the construction of  the bridge itself. 
Of  this, `43.5 crore was allocated specifi-
cally for the bridge construction. 

Though the contracting company had set 
up camp and initiated preliminary activi-
ties at the site over a month ago, actual con-
struction commenced only two days ago. 
Piling work, considered a major phase, be-
gan on Wednesday.

In view of  the work, traffic regulations 
have been introduced in the area. The bus 
stop for services arriving from Alappuzha 
and Changanassery to Thattassery Junc-
tion on the Kunnumma side has been shift-
ed to Pulikkal Junction. The autorikshaw 
stand has been shifted aswell.

Uncertainty over ferry services

Meanwhile, uncertainty continues over 
the operation of  the ferry, which is expect-
ed to face disruptions once construction 
activities get into full swing. Once major 
work begins, only autorickshaws and two-
wheelers may be transported through the 
service.  
Though the authorities had considered 
shifting the ferry service near the Nal-
pathil Road junction close to Lisieux jetty, 
no step has been taken to implement the 
move, much to the annoyance to the 
residents. 

Traffic regulations  
for initial phase
�Traffic on the 
Kanjirappally-Manimala 
Road will be diverted for two 
months

�Traffic will be regulated
from Kurishukavala Junction 
to Mannarakayam on the 
Kanjirappally-Manimala 
Road

A NEET ATTACK
The protest march taken out on Wednesday to the Kottayam head post office led by the district committee of Students 

Federation of India against alleged NEET exam paper leak |  VISHNU PRATHAP

Piling work for Kavalam-Thattassery bridge begins at 
Kunnumma village in Kuttanad on Wednesday |  EXPRESS

Sabarimala temple to open 
today for Idavam pooja
Sabarimala: The Sabarimala temple will be opened on 
Thursday for the five-day monthly pooja for the Malayalam 
month of Idavam. Melsanthi Prasad Nampoothiri will open 
the sreekovil of the temple at 5pm. No rituals will be 
performed at the sreekovil in the evening. The entry of the 
devotees for darshan will be restricted to those who possess 
virtual queue pass numbering 70,000 and spot pass holders 
with a cap of 10,000 a day. 

Kullar dam to be opened from  
today for Sabarimala poojas
Pathanamthitta: The Kullar Dam will be opened from May 14 
to 19 to ensure adequate water availability at Pampa Triveni 
for the monthly poojas at Sabarimala. District collector  
Prem Krishnan granted permission to the KSEB dam safety 
division executive engineer at Seethathode to open the dam. 
A total of 25,000 cubic metres of water will be released daily 
till May 19. 

Agricultural drone spraying  
fungicide for rubber growers
Kottayam: Rubber growers can contact Rubber Board call 
centre to know about using agricultural drones for spraying 
fungicides against leaf diseases. Principal scientist at the 
Rubber Research Institute of India will answer the queries on 
Friday from 10 am to 1 pm. Contact 0481-2576622.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

OBITUARY

Pinarayi Vijayan @pinarayivijayan
The repeated #NEET paper leaks are deeply disturbing. Millions of students 
are being pushed into severe mental stress because of the failure of an over-
centralised examination system and the nexus of corrupt interests behind it. 
The National Testing Agency has completely lost credibility. 
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