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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1: 
Krishnamoorthy Krishnamoorthy 
stated that the governor gave the 
delegation a patient hearing and 
assured them that the issues 
raised in the petition would be 
examined and that appropriate 
action would be taken in 
accordance with the law. 

Guv assured action on 
petition: AIADMK ex-min

MONSOON IN SIGHT 
People wading through a waterlogged road at Pazhavangadi in Kerala’s 

Thiruvananthapuram on Saturday after rainfall  lashed the region |  BP DEEPU 

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE Manufacturer Assessment 
Committee will independently 
evaluate material and equip-
ment costs by consulting origi-
nal equipment manufacturers. 
The Crosscheck Committee will 
then verify estimates from both 
panels, benchmarking proposed 
rates against TNPDCL’s latest 
purchase order rates, procure-
ment rates of  other state utili-
ties and online market prices, 
including those on the GeM 
portal.

On timelines, the Market 
Analysis and the Manufacturer 
Assessment committees must 
submit reports within 15 days 
of  receiving intimation from 
chief  engineers or superintend-

ing engineers on proposed ten-
ders. The Crosscheck Commit-
tee then has seven days to 
submit its findings. TNPDCL 
has also mandated that no offi-
cial should serve on more than 
one of  the three committees.

Under the existing practice, 
estimates were largely prepared 
with inputs from private agen-
cies, after which tenders were 
floated, contracts awarded to 
the lowest bidder and prices ne-
gotiated before finalising pur-
chase orders. “With these com-
mittees, estimates will undergo 
multiple levels of  scrutiny be-
fore tenders are even floated, 
ensuring rates are realistic, 
competitive and in line with 
market conditions,” a senior 
TNPDCL official said.

No official will be on more than 
one committee, states TNPDCL

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

Sources said nine youngsters, 
with their faces covered, at-
tacked six persons, most of  
whom are Dalit Christians, 
with sickles. 

After the attack in Nettur that 
falls under Tenkasi’s Alangu-
lam police limits, the gang at-
tempted to escape via Therkupat-
ti under Manur police limits in 

Tirunelveli. When two passers-
by, identified as Mubarak (30) 
and Abdul Rahman (36), ques-
tioned their reckless driving, 
the gang injured the duo.   

Police said three different 
FIRs were filed against the gang 
in connection with the four at-
tacks. “During the search car-
ried out by Tirunelveli and Ten-
kasi police, eight suspects were 
arrested. Search is on to nab re-

maining accused,” police sourc-
es added.

Meanwhile, Dalit women 
from Nettur were upset that the
police had not revealed the iden-
tity of  the suspects and threat-
ened to resume their blockade 
of  the Alangulam-Reddiarpatti 
Road. 

They had withdrawn the pro-
test on Friday night after police 
promised action. 

Suspects not revealed, Dalits threaten to resume protest

 A 48-year-old man was killed and four others 
were injured in an explosion at a licensed 
fireworks unit near Thirumayam in Pudukkottai 
district on Saturday

MAN 
KILLED

Crowdfunding-backed `60,000 cr 
high-speed rly project in KL pipeline  
As per plan submitted by ‘Metro Man’  to CM, Kerala govt’s share projected at `17,600 crore  
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ KOCHI

THE Kerala High-Speed Rail-
way project proposed by ‘Metro 
Man’ E Sreedharan between 
Thiruvananthapuram and 
Kannur will carry a price 
tag of  `60,000 crore, of  
which Rs 24,000 crore 
(40%) will be mobilised 
through crowdfunding 
and the remainder 
funded jointly by the 
Centre and the state.

The KHSR, submitted to 
Chief  Minister V D Satheesan, 
envisages a 473-km high-speed 
rail corridor connecting the 
two districts in three-and-a-
half  hours. The project cost is 

less than half  the financial im-
plications projected for the 
now-scrapped SilverLine, 
which a NITI Aayog assess-
ment had estimated could even-
tually place a burden of  around 

`1 .26  lakh crore  on 
Kerala.

The report also pitch-
es the corridor as the 
world’s first ‘Green Rail 
Corridor’, with its en-

tire energy requirement 
proposed to be met through 

a captive solar power system. 
A major attraction of  the 

project is its financing struc-
ture. Of  the total cost, `36,000 
crore will be contributed as eq-
uity by the Union and the state 

governments on a 51:49 ratio, 
leaving Kerala’s share at 
around `17,600 crore. The re-
maining `24,000 crore is pro-
posed to be mobilised through 
crowdfunding, significantly re-
ducing the need for large-scale 
debt financing.

Sources close to Sreedharan 
said the crowdfunding compo-
nent could be implemented 
through the issuance of  tax-
free bonds. The KHSR proposal 
also differs substantially from 
SilverLine in its design. It en-
visages a double-line railway 
corridor running largely on el-
evated viaducts, with only a 
short underground stretch in 
Thiruvananthapuram.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tiruchy

CHIEF Minister C Joseph Vijay 
is expected to visit Tiruchy on 
June 1 (Monday) to thank vot-
ers in Tiruchy East following 
his Assembly election victory. 
Preparations are under way for 
a thanksgiving meeting at St 
Joseph’s Higher Secondary 
School grounds.

Addressing media on Satur-
day,  TNUHDB chairman Ku Pa  
Krishnan appealed to party 
cadre and the public not to fol-
low the CM’s convoy from the 
airport to the venue. According 
to cadre, Vijay is scheduled to 
arrive in Tiruchy around 4 pm 
by chartered flight. He would 
undertake an informal road-
show before proceeding to  
the venue.

CM Vijay to visit 
Tiruchy on Mon 
to thank voters

IN A NUTSHELL
Project cost: `60,000 cr

Crowdfunding: `24,000 cr

Centre-state 
equity:  
` 36,000 cr

`17,600 
crore

Route length:  473.2 km

Stations: 23

IAS OFFICER SHUFFLE: 
KIRLOSH KUMAR NAMED  

HOUSING SECRETARY
Chennai: In another bureaucratic reshuffle, the Tamil Nadu 

government on Saturday issued orders for transfer of 10 
IAS officers. In this, five districts get new collectors and 

three municipal corporations get new commissioners

Name Present post New post

R Kirlosh Kumar Principal secretary, 
Lok Bhavan 

Principal secretary, 
housing and urban 
development

Sharanya Ari Additional director, 
social welfare 

District collector, 
Perambalur

N Mirunalini District collector, 
Perambalur 

District collector, 
Ariyalur

S Malathi Helen District collector, 
Chengalpattu 

District collector, 
Chennai

M Sivaguru 
Prabakaran 

Corporation 
commissioner, 
Coimbatore 

District collector, 
Ramanathapuram

S Kavitha 
JMD, TN Milk 
Producers Federation 
Limited 

District collector, 
Tiruvallur

Chitra Vijayan 
Corporation 
commissioner, 
Madurai 

Regional deputy 
commissioner( North), 
GCC

Veer Pratap Singh Deputy secretary, 
public department 

Commissioner, Tiruchy 
corporation

Gaurav Kumar Executive director, 
CMWSSB 

Commissioner, Madurai 
corporation

Katta Ravi Teja 
Regional deputy 
commissioner 
(North), GCC 

Commissioner, 
Coimbatore 
corporation

49%
Kerala’s 

share


