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FARMER KILLED IN JUMBO ATTACK; 
PROTEST MOUNTS IN ATHIRAPPILLY

People lay siege to road, seek 
solution to elephant menace

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kochi/Thrissur

THE DEATH OF a farmer in 
wild elephant attack at Vetti-
lappara near Athirappilly in 
Thrissur district has brought 
to fore the ever escalating hu-
man-wildlife  conflict  in 
Kerala. 

Three persons have lost their 
lives in wild elephant attacks in 
the state during the past week 
putting pressure on Forest Min-
ister Shibu Baby John to ad-
dress the grievances. The min-
ister who promised concrete 
steps was guarded in his reac-
tion while saying there is no 
simple solution for the conflict. 
It is to be noted that the escalat-
ing conflict was one of  the 
prime issues that made the pre-
vious LDF government unpop-
ular in the state.

Mohanan, 62, of  Pullarkatt in 
Vaissery near Athirappilly, had 
stepped outside the house hear-
ing the trumpeting of  an ele-
phant. According to local resi-
dents, an elephant was roaming 
the area for the past one week. 
Though they had alerted the 
Rapid Response Team (RRT), 
no action was taken to drive the 
animal away.

“The incident occurred 
around 2.45 am. Mohanan lit a 
torch to scare away the ele-
phant which was feeding on a 
coconut tree that it uprooted 
near his brother Girish’s house. 
The elephant charged at Mo-

hanan who was standing on the 
courtyard of  his house. The el-
ephant hit Mohanan with its 
trunk and trampled him in no 
time. He died on the spot,” said 
Athirappilly panchayat presi-
dent K Satheesh Kumar. 

“I was present at the spot and 
was recording the elephant on 
my mobile phone. It 
turned around and 
charged at us. Mohanan 
didn’t get the time to es-
cape. We took him to 
the hospital, but he was 
already dead,” said 
Stephen, a neighbour.  

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Satheesh, the rogue el-
ephant had attacked three peo-
ple during the past one week. It 
had attacked two people riding 
a two-wheeler three days back. 
They escaped with injuries. Lo-
cal residents staged a road 
blockade on the Chalakudy-
Valparai interstate highway at 
10 am demanding to translocate 
the elephant which was posing 
a threat to their lives. Cha-
lakudy MLA Saneesh Kumar 
Joseph also joined the protest 
and contacted the forest minis-

ter demanding immediate steps 
to reduce the conflict.

“The minister has promised 
to reach Chalakudy on Monday 
and hold a meeting to discuss 
the issue. Thrissur chief  con-
servator of  forest R Adalarasan 
has promised to translocate the 
elephant. We ended the road 

blockade after receiv-
ing the promise. If  the 
government fails to find 
a permanent solution, 
the residents will be 
forced to intensify the 
protest,” said Satheesh.

A five-year-old girl, 
Agneemiya, who was 
travelling with her fa-

ther, was trampled by a wild el-
ephant in the same area in Feb-
ruary 2022. Sebastian, 20, of  
Adichilthotty Unnathi, was 
killed by a wild elephant on 
April 14.  Satheesh, 34, and Am-
bika, 30 — a couple — were 
killed by a wild elephant when 
they went to collect forest pro-
duce in Vazhachal on April 15. 
Local residents said though so-
lar fencing has been installed 
to an extent of  10 km along the 
forest border in Athirappilly, 

the fencing has been damaged 
and elephants have been roam-
ing the area regularly posing 
threat to the residents and tour-
ist proceeding to Valparai. 
There is a permanent presence 
of  elephants in the Oil Palm 
plantation at Vettilapara. 

“We have assured the resi-
dents that the elephant will be 
managed accordingly. The min-
ister will conduct a meeting in 
Chalakudy on Monday and we 
will address all the concern s 
raised by the residents,” said 
Chalakudy DFO Venkitesh.

“Our staff  have been striving 
hard to reduce the conflict in 
Athirappilly. On Saturday, 
when Mohanan was attacked 
by the elephant, an RRT team 
was driving away another ele-
phant very close to the location. 
We have been advising people 
not to provoke elephants. When 
elephants enter the premises 
they have to ensure personal 
safety and should not venture 
out of  their houses,” said a sen-
ior officer.   

“As many as 20 people have 
died in wild elephant attacks in 
Thrissur district since 2022. 
The government should initi-
ate concrete steps to ensure 
safety of  the residents in con-
flict zones. As many as 11 peo-
ple have died in wild elephant 
attacks in the state during the 
past five months,” said Kerala 
Independent Farmers Associa-
t i o n  p r e s i d e n t  A l e x 
Ozhukayil. 

G O P I K A  V A R R I E R  @Thrissur

FOLLOWING the death of  62-
year-old Mohanan in a wild el-
ephant attack at Vaissery in 
Athirappilly on Saturday, resi-
dents — led by a joint platform 
of  all local parties — laid siege 
to Athirappilly-Malakkapara 
road, seeking a solution to the 
jumbo menace in the region. 

The traffic came to a stand-
still for over two hours as local 
residents gathered on the road 
and staged the protest. The dev-
astation of  losing a fellow resi-
dent was evident on the faces of  
the protesters, who raised slo-
gans demanding a solution for 
the issues faced by the people 
of  the high ranges.

“It was Mohanan (who lost 
his life) this time. Tomorrow, it 
could be any of  us. Whenever 
such a death occurs, the au-
thorities console us and prom-
ise action, but nothing has hap-
pened so far. How many more 
lives have to be lost before an 
effective solution is found?” 
asked Varghese, a resident.

The Kerala Independent 
Farmers’ Association (KIFA) 
urged the state government to 
provide a compensation of  `25 
lakh to Mohanan’s family and 
sought an intervention to the 
rising instances of human-
wildlife conflicts in the region 
which is  also a  tourist 
destination. 

“Last year, we formed a rapid 
response team to tackle the is-
sue. However, the team is not 
currently active due to insuffi-
cient funds and staff  shortage 

at the Athirappilly forest de-
partment office,” said Noji, a 
ward member. 

“When this elephant started 
roaming around in residential 
areas, we informed forest offi-
cials. A woman forest official 
who was on her way to visit the 
region was attacked by the 
same elephant, about a week 
ago. When a herd of  wild ele-
phants go on a rampage on 
farming sites, the crops in the 
entire region are damaged, 
causing great loss to farmers. 
People need a lasting solution 
to this issue; not temporary re-
lief,” she said.

Noji added that the panchay-
at had urged the forest depart-
ment to maintain the solar 
fencing on the borders of  the 

hills and edges of  the river to 
prevent wild elephants from 
entering residential areas. 
However, she said, the forest de-
partment did not fulfil the 
demands. 

Last week, two young men 
who were on a leisure trip were 
also attacked by the elephant. 
When they heard the animal 
approach, they managed to run 
away but got injured as the 
tusker managed to hit them 
with its trunk. 

“While other elephants run 
away if  they hear noises or see 
a ‘Pantham’ (fire torch), this 
one comes charging at people. 
It has to be relocated consider-
ing the safety of  not just the 
residents, but also the tourists 
visiting Athirappilly,” Noji 
said. 

Chalakudy MLA Saneesh Ku-
mar Joseph also joined the pro-
testers and assured them to 
take the matter seriously. He 
spoke with Forest Minister Shi-
bu Baby John who promised to 
visit the place on Monday and 
m a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y 
interventions.

Fraud in land  
transaction: 
Panel directs 
SP to probe
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Thrissur 

THE Kerala State Human 
Rights Commission on 
Saturday directed the 
Thrissur Rural SP to 
probe allegations that a 
middleman cheated a liv-
er disease patient in a 
real-estate transaction. 

Sanjayraj, 44, a native 
of  Kunnamkulam, decid-
ed to sell 15 cents of  land 
to raise funds for treat-
ment of  a liver ailment. 
According to the com-
plaint, a broker ap-
proached him and prom-
ised to find a buyer 
willing to pay `4.5 lakh 

per cent 
f o r  t h e 
property. 

T h e 
land was 
s u b s e -
q u e n t l y 

sold to a Malappuram na-
tive. However, Sanjayraj 
alleged that the broker 
paid him only ̀ 4 lakh and 
failed to respond to re-
peated queries regarding 
the remaining amount.

Though Sanjayraj ap-
proached the police, no 
case was registered as the 
matter was treated as a 
civil dispute. He also sub-
mitted a complaint to the 
collector but received no 
rel ief.  He then ap-
proached the Commis-
sion seeking interven-
tion. The Commission 
has directed the SP to in-
vestigate and submit a 
report within 15 days.

Forest minister to reach Chalakudy on Monday and hold a meeting to discuss the issue 

Local people blocking the Athirappilly-Malakkapara road in protest on Saturday

While other elephants run 
away if they hear noises or 
see a ‘Pantham’, this one 
charges at people. It has to 
be relocated considering the 
safety of not just residents, 
but also the tourists

Noji, a ward member

Recent deaths in elephant attacks
 May 24: Pushpakaran Vellakayyan, 52, Ponganchuvadu, 

Edamalayar, Ernakulam district

 May 26: Jessy, 40, Puthumala, Meppadi, Wayanad district

 May 30: Mohanan, 62, Athirappilly, Thrissur

NIA conducts raids across north Kerala in explosive seizure case 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kozhikode / Kasaragod/ Malappuram

THE National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Saturday un-
leashed a coordinated crack-
down across north Kerala, con-
ducting extensive raids in 
connection with the seizure of  
massive illegal explosives in 
February from Malappuram. 

Multiple NIA teams launched 
simultaneous searches at 7am 
across at least six strategic loca-
tions. The raid stems from an 
incident on February 7, when lo-

cal police intercepted a trans-
port truck in Chemmad, near 
Tirurangadi in Malappuram. 
The vehicle, seemingly trans-
porting onion sacks, was 
found carrying explo-
sives, including 10,500 
pieces of  nonel (non-
electric detonators) and 
89,600 pieces of  explo-
sive sticks, which are 
used as a substitute for gela-
tin sticks. 

While the police initially ar-
rested six people at the scene, 
the key accused, Haris Thenjeri-

paramb, went into hiding. The 
accused had claimed the con-
signment was for a local quarry, 

but subsequent verification 
revealed that none of  the 

involved people actually 
possessed a quarry or 
license. Recognising the 
severe security implica-

tions, the case was trans-
ferred from the Tiruran-

gadi police to the NIA. 
Key search sites included the 

residence and industrial unit 
‘Excellent Bricks’ of  Haris, lo-
cated in Eranjimavu near 

Mukkam in Kozhikode. Parallel 
searches targeted second ac-
cused, Shareef, in Mukkam, fifth 
accused Nizar in Kozhikode, and 
sixth accused Irshad, also in 
Mukkam.

In Malappuram, officials 
combed through the Chemmad 
hollow bricks warehouse where 
the shipment landed, alongside 
the residence of  the seventh ac-
cused and facility employee, 
Kamaruddin, in Kodinhi. 

Investigators also raided a 
residence in Wandoor belonging 
to Hajira, the third wife of  the 

vehicle’s owner and third ac-
cused, Muhammad Saleem. Sal-
eem’s primary residence in 
Seethangoli Mugu, Kasaragod, 
was hit in a morning raid. 

Meanwhile, in Kannur, the 
NIA team thoroughly searched 
the Chunda residence of  the 
fourth accused and truck driver, 
Anilkumar. He was not present 
during the raid, leaving only his 
parents at the house to face in-
vestigators. Anilkumar had pre-
viously spent two months in ju-
dicial custody following his 
initial arrest by local police.

N Devidas takes 
charge as KILA 
director general
Thrissur: N Devidas IAS, 
2015 batch, took charge as 
the director general of 
Kerala Institute of Local 
Administration (KILA) on 
Saturday. He was serving as 
Kollam district collector 
since 2023. He has also 
served in notable positions, 
including director of mining 
and geology department, 
managing director of state 
backward class 
development corporation, 
secretary of Housing Board 
among other 
responsibilities in his career. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Maha native 
held with R19.6L 
hawala money
Palakkad: The Shoranur police on 
Saturday arrested a Maharashtra 
native and seized D19.6 lakh in 
hawala money from his 
possession. The police said 
Santhosh, 33, was earlier arrested 
by Palakkad police for smuggling 
D33 lakh in hawala money. 
Santhosh was seen carrying a big 
bag under suspicious 
circumstances and waiting for a 
bus near Shoranur railway station, 
following which he was arrested. 

CPI(M) Keralam @CPIMKerala
Ever since the BJP came to power, the BJP-led government has 
been carrying out aggressive actions against non-BJP parties 
across the country. Com. Pinarayi Vijayan Leader of Opposition.
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