THE MEW

a2 SUNDAY

I XPRESS

09

KOCHI

Supreme Leader’s adviser accuses
US president of betraying democracy
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10,000 prisoners

White House indicates Trump is close to deciding on a deal; final pact yet to be reached, says Iran

DUBAI

AN adviser to Iran’s Supreme
Leader on Saturday accused
US President Donald Trump
of “betraying diplomacy”, as
uncertainty persisted over a
possible agreement between
Washington and Tehran to end
their conflict. Mohsen Rezaei,
a former commander of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps, said Trump was “be-
traying diplomacy for the
third time” by maintaining a
naval blockade and imposing
conditions on negotiations.
“By continuing the naval
blockade and making excessive
demands in negotiations, he has
once again proven that he is not
inclined toward negotiation and

Iran preparing
‘srand’ funeral
for Khamenei

TEHRAN: Iranian authorities
are preparing for a “grand”
state funeral for slain
supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, months after
plans were delayed by the
war with the United States
and Israel, state media
reported on Friday. A special
headquarters has been set
up to organise the
ceremony, though no date
has been announced.
Officials said preparations
were under way for a large
public turnout once the
funeral is formally
scheduled.

Agencies warn of
fuel crunch as
shipping falters

WASHINGTON: The heads
of the International
Monetary Fund, World Bank
and International Energy
Agency warned of growing
risks to global fuel security
if oil shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz does not
return to normal.Global oil
inventories depleting at
record pace due to Iran war
The agencies also warned
that rising energy and
fertiliser prices were
disproportionately
affecting lower-income
countries and threatening
food security.

Gene test could help

is pursuing other objectives,”
Rezaei wrote on X.

His remarks came as the Unit-
ed States reiterated that it was
prepared to resume military ac-
tion if necessary. Speaking at a
defence summit in Singapore,
US Defence Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth
said Washington
was “more than ca-
pable” of restarting
the war, while US
Central Command
said American forc-
es remained “present and vigi-
lant” across the region.

The White House has signalled
that Trump is close to deciding
on a proposed framework for a
deal. However, Tehran denied
that a final agreement had been

reached. US sources told AFP
that the framework was awaiting
Trump’s approval following a
White House Situation Room
meeting on Friday. Trump has
said any agreement must meet
his key conditions, including a
commitment by Iran
never to develop nu-
clear weapons and
the reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz.
Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Bagaei
rejected Washington’s demands,
saying the Islamic Republic had
“said goodbye to the language
of ‘must’ 47 years ago”. While
exchanges of messages between
the two sides were continuing,
“no final agreement has been

reached”, he said.

Trump has claimed that Te-
hran would remove mines from
the Strait of Hormuz and reopen
the vital shipping route without
imposing tolls, while the United
States would lift its blockade.
However, Iranian media reports
disputed those assertions, say-
ing no such provisions were in-
cluded in the proposed agree-
ment and rejecting claims
regarding the destruction of
Iran’s enriched uranium stock-
piles. The negotiations follow
US strikes on Iran’s Bandar
Abbas port and retaliatory at-
tacks this week. Iran’s state
media said air defences had
shot down a drone allegedly
belonging to the “US-Zionist
aggressor enemy”. Agencies

Israel pounds southern Lebanon,
issues evacuation alerts despite talks

ADLOUN

ISRAEL’s air force and artil-
lery struck areas close to a stra-
tegic mountain housing a Cru-
sader-built castle in southern
Lebanon on Saturday as fight-
ing raged in villages close to
the southern city of Nabatieh.

Israel’s military issued evac-
uation warnings for more than
a dozen villages in southern
Lebanon, a day after Lebanese
and Israeli military officials
held their first direct talks in
decades at the Pentagon.

The situation in southern
Lebanon was discussed dur-
ing a meeting Saturday be-
tween Lebanon’s president
and prime minister who said
in a statement later that they
will intensify their contacts to
make Israel stop demolition
and bulldosing of homes and
historical sites as well as its
evacuation warnings.

Lebanon’s state-run National
News Agency reported Israeli
airstrikes and artillery shell-
ing near the Crusader-built
Beaufort castle that is about 15
kilometers (9 miles) from the
Israeli border and overlooks
wide parts of southern Leba-
non. The strategic castle was
held by Israeli troops for 18
years until they withdrew from
Lebanon in May 2000.

--q",.ﬁ =

Sy T v . -
Smoke rising after an Israeli air strike on the village of Ma|fadoun | AP

Israeli troops have been ad-
vancing for days in villages
close to the castle, including Yo-
hmor and Zawtar al-Sharqieh
near the city of Nabatieh after
they crossed the strategic Lita-
ni River, which the Israeli mili-
tary has used as a de facto
boundary. Large areas to the
south are under Israeli military
control, despite an April 17, US-
brokered ceasefire. NNA re-
ported airstrikes on different
parts of southern Lebanon in-
cluding in the village of Ansar
that killed three people. A drone
strike on a road linking the vil-
lage of Ebba with Nabatieh

wounded two Lebanese soldiers,
the army said in a statement.
Hezbollah, meanwhile, said
its fighters fired rockets at
northern Israel’s largest city,
Kiryat Shmona, on the border
with Lebanon. The group said
its attack was in retaliation for
airstrikes that killed civilians
in Lebanon. Hezbollah later
said it also fired rockets toward
the northern city of Safed.
Among those Kkilled in south-
ern Lebanon on Friday were a
Syrian family who died in an
Israeli airstrike on the coastal
village of Adloun, north of the
city of Tyre. AP

22 dead as truck carrying refugees
crashes in Eastern Afghanistan

including foreigners to be released fromjails in
Vietnam, to mark its recent parliamentary elections
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10 DAYS ON, FIVE
RESCUED FROM
LAOS CAVE

VIENTIANE

FOUR more men trapped in
a semi-submerged Laos cave
for 10 days were freed on Sat-
urday, rescuers said, after
one was successfully brought
to the surface a day earlier,
but two remained missing.
Lee Kian Lie, a Malaysian
rescue diver, told AFP via
Messenger that the four
were freed after water was
pumped out of the cavern.
A video he took from the
scene showed teams under a
makeshift tent attending to
four people lying on stretch-
ers and covered with
thermal blankets.
“Important they al-
ready out,” Lee said.
He declined to specu-
late on the condition
of the two who re-
mained unaccounted
for. The Thailand Rescue
Diver Facebook page said in a
post that “rescue officials
were able to bring out four
more people trapped” at about
3.10 pm (0810 GMT) on Satur-
day. “A total of five people
have now been rescued, while
two remain missing,” it said.
Seven men had been
trapped in the cavern in a re-
mote mountainous area of
central Xaysomboun prov-
ince since May 20, when
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(Top) Screen grab shows two men
being hugged after they were
rescued:; (inset) a rescue team
freeing a man trapped inside a
semi-submerged cave in central
Xaysomboun province, northeast of
the capital Vientiane | arp

flash floods stranded them
as they searched for gold,
early state media reports
said. They were trapped af-
ter heavy rains triggered
flash flooding that blocked
the exit of the cavern. Five
of the men were located
alive on Wednesday, hud-
dling in a narrow shaft
around 984 feet from the cave
mouth. Rescuers guided a
bedraggled and muddy man
over unsteady ground to
safety on Friday.

Water pumped from cave

Rescue efforts had focused
on pumping out the mon-
soon flood waters that
trapped the men. Res-
cuers had expressed
optimism earlier on
Saturday about their
chances of freeing the
four. Lee, part of a spe-
cialist cave-diving team,
said hopes were rising as wa-
ter was pumped out and sup-
plies sent in. There was no
update on the two people still
unaccounted for. The Lao
Saychai Foundation posted a
video to its Facebook page on
Saturday of the man rescued
the day before, identified
only as Meud, who said the
two missing men had gone
about 500 metres deeper into
the cave than he had. AFP
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Hegseth backs

Pacific allies,
strikes softer

tone on Beljing

SINGAPORE

US Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth assured Pacific allies on
Saturday that Washington re-
mained committed to the region,
but toned down previous com-
ments calling China a threat.

Speaking to a group of world
leaders, diplomats and top se-
curity officials at the Shangri-
La defense conference in Singa-
pore, Hegseth said that the
region “has profound implica-
tions for US security and pros-
perity” and that Washington’s
priority was to “achieve a last-
ing and favorable balance of
power in the Pacific.”

It was his second time address-
ing the forum, hosted by the In-
ternational Institute for Strate-
gic Studies. Last year, he raised
the ire of Beijing by warning of
rapidly developing threats from
China, particularly its aggres-
sive stance toward Taiwan. He
said China is actively training
daily to take Taiwan. AP

WHO chiet
visits Ebola
epicentre in
DR Congo

BUNIA

THE head of the World Health
Organisation (WHO) on Satur-
day visited eastern Congo’s Bu-
nia, a city at the heart of an
outbreak of arare type of Ebo-
la, where the virus is spreading
faster than the response.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus is expected to visit a treat-
ment centre and meet local au-
thorities, health workers and
affected families in Bunia. The
best way to address this is to pro-
vide all the necessary support to
fight the disease at its epicentre
and to continue offering every
assistance needed,” the WHO’s
director-general told reporters
late Friday:.

The health organisation said
latest official figures showed 906
suspected cases and 223 suspect-
ed deaths. Neighbouring Uganda
has confirmed nine cases and
one death, the Ugandan ministry
of health said Friday. AP

SL suspends senior monk accused of child abuse

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s powerful Buddhist clergy has suspended senior monk Pallegama
Hemarathana, 71, over child sexual abuse charges, after weeks of public pressure. He was
arrested this month over allegations that he abused a 15-year-old girl at a temple in
Anuradhapura. The Malwatta chapter suspended him and named an acting chief.

millions avoid chemo
for breast cancer

LONDON

A DNA-based test could
help thousands of breast
cancer patients avoid
chemotherapy each year
by identifying those un-
likely to benefit from the
treatment, according to
findings from an interna-
tional study reported by
the BBC.

Researchers led by Uni-
versity College London
(UCL) found that more
than two-thirds of pa-
tients enrolled in the trial
could be safely treated
without chemotherapy,
while maintaining sur-
vival rates comparable to
those who underwent the
treatment. The study in-
volved more than 4,000
newly diagnosed breast
cancer patients aged over
40 from the UK, Norway,
Sweden, Australia, New
Zealand and Thailand.
Scientists used a genomic
test known as Prosigna,
which analyses the activ-
ity of 50 genes linked to
breast cancer and esti-
mates the risk of the dis-
ease returning.

Patients classified as
low risk did not receive
chemotherapy. After five
years, their survival rate
stood at 93.7%, compared
with 94.9% among pa-
tients who received chem-
otherapy as part of their

treatment.

Breast cancer is typi-
cally treated with surgery,
followed by chemothera-
py to reduce the chances
of recurrence. However,
clinicians have increas-
ingly questioned whether
the treatment offers
meaningful benefits to
many patients with the
most common form of the
disease, UCL said.

Chemotherapy can
cause a range of side ef-
fects, including fatigue,
nausea, hair loss, weak-
ened immunity and fertil-
ity problems. According
to the university, the find-
ings could allow more
than 5,000 National Health
Service patients in the UK
to avoid chemotherapy an-
nually. Professor David
Miles, a cancer specialist
involved in the study, de-
scribed the results as
“practice-changing”, say-
ing doctors could now con-
fidently identify patients
who would gain little or
no benefit from the
treatment.

The findings are sched-
uled to be presented at the
American Society of Clin-
ical Oncology’s annual
meeting in Chicago. Re-
searchers said further
studies are needed to de-
termine whether the re-
sults also apply to patients
under the age of 40.

KABUL

A truck carrying Afghan
refugees returning from
neighbouring Pakistan
overturned on a highway
in eastern Afghanistan on
Saturday, killing at least
22 people and injuring
about 36 others, most of
them women and chil-
dren, officials said.

The accident occurred
in Laghman province on
the main highway linking
Kabul, the Afghan capital,
with Nangarhar province,
said Abdul Malik Niazai,
the spokesperson for the
provincial governor. He
said among the dead were
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since deported or pressured
many to leave. Iran also inten-
sified expulsions of Afghan
migrants around the same
time. Since then, millions
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of Afghans have returned
home from the two countries,
including many who were

born in Pakistan and had
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were Kkilled and about 36
injured. He said the acci-
dent occurred when the
truck fell into a ditch after
the driver fell asleep. The
passengers were among

Head Clfice Complex,
Valtiyoorkavy, Thinuvananthapuram
Ph: 23656748, 2365415
LIMITED TEMDER NOTICE

Mo, CaplDd226-MIMTL  30.05.2026
Sealed compatiive Tenders are invited
from the repufed firms & the supply

10 children and five thousands of Afghans of Four Colowr Ik (Sheet fed) Yellow Sr. Name of Details of the _Amount [Reserve | Dateand | Date &
women. who recently returned 150kg. Majentha 150kg, Cyan 150kg, No CE"['E;WEHEH i Scful red osset(s) '~:='u-rstur1rilr'lui EF'T.tf-ﬂt Timeof | Time of
incial di - - Black 150kg {Tender No.0482026- 27/ i with known grnest | Property | E-Auction
The provincial director from Pakistan, which N e e t.‘:u.--muunmr:h-'hI encumbrances, if any Smm Y | Inspection
of public health. Aminul- launched a crackdown on | | .-/ =H8 23 ff submission of fender _Loan Account Na, | S S Depost | 7T
lah Sharif, said 22 people migrants in 2023, and has | | UE nﬁfﬁf il s tkacal ) (®) | ] 0| (8 {F) i5)
’ ’ G e -CapiRarala.com 1. | M, Arjun Worrer Vicont Land With Land Areo Rs _Hs Jure Jume
Sdi-, MD, C-ad KErishnan (Borrower] | 8149 in 8.5 Aras (21 Canta) In ':HEH 211 jﬂ?}ﬂu? 1?F. L0226 | 24, 2026
| Loan Account Mo Survey No. 362/ 6-1 on | TOm From
LETHROODDGE39388 | Nenmanikara Village, ;.L‘M:? o | hrﬁ. 1 D_I'_u AM | 10:30 AM
= 2. GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, TBTHROOO08817442 | Mukundhapurain Toluk | 380 | 1200em | 1088 A
e Thrigswr District- GEO301 .
I%THAN .-ﬁ-’ RURAI. WORKS cIRcLE SUNDARGARH Bounded on The Morth: Pothweay
X == AT/PO-SANKARA, SUNDARGARH-770020, E-mail address-serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com -;hndl "I;It"“l!ts;{:l':”rjl: Enlfj-mti}:.:wti.
m Priva ad Access Ary
No. Tender Online - RWCCESNG - 09 of 2026-27, Letter No.3071 /Dtd. 25.05.2026 | Praperty of Chiroyoth Jiyvon
25001/273/2627 e-Procurement NOTICE East: Property of Shyama West
IEEE.T 1. Type of the work: Roads ( MMSY ) | Property of Avannall Vijayon
T WILL Tonicie 2. Class of Contractor: As SpeCiﬁed in the column-6 of the Annexure The 1:|l1||rI-L aucthon will be f:‘!lrlrd:u-\'.h d on the webslte [osse 1:& frecrtie H|J|J:,1I|::-II': com] of our auction agency <kl
Youlll 3. Time of completion: As specified in the column-5 of the Annexure Matex Solutions Privite Limited>, The Mortgogors/ Noticess aré ghiven a last chance to pay the total duss with
4. Detail Projects: As per Annexure attached furthier interest by June 23, .IU!E.In'h}lr_- 05:00 P.M,, eise the secured asset(s) will be sold u:.lpur schedule,
5 Estimated cost: As specified in the column-4 of the Annexure The ﬂfFiLit'L1|wr.' t:iddrn;s:l miust submit the Earnest Money Deposit 1I-I-.¢D]_ Dem nnlﬂ Elr:_:l 1 {00} (Refer Column
6. Other details: E) ot ICICI Bank, Pushpamangalom Estote, N Bye poss road, Edopally, Cochin- 682024 Branch on or before
Jurve 23, 2026, before 0500 P&, Thoreafter, they hove to submit thelr offer threugh the website mentiened
I Last Date & . above on or before June 23, 2026, before 05:00 P.M olong with the scanned imoge of the Bank acknowledged
. Bid Identifi- Avalllab”]lcty %fggnder Time of Seek- Date & ]}me (éf opening DD towards proof of poyment of EMD, In coss the prospective bldder(s) s are unoble o submit his! her! thelr
Procurement Officer cation No. on-fine for bidding ing Tender of tender offer through the website, then the signed copy of tender documents may be submitted ot ICIC] Bank |,
Clarification ; ; For ol R Pushpomangalam Estate, NH Bye pass rood, Edapally, Cochin- 682024 Branch an or before June 23, 2026
1 7 Frgm T; 5 TeChmgaI Bid Fmanc;al Bid before 06:00 P, Earnest Money Depaosit DDAPO should be from a Natlonalised! Scheduled Bonk in fovour of
Chief Conshoct PG Wilh ICIC) Bank Limited' payable ot "Cochin®
ler Gonstruction - 1l be For gny further clonficotions in terms of inspection, Terms and Conditions of the E-Auction or submission of
Engineer, Rural Works | CESNG- 09 of 05108023“%'6 2%%%%,?\”26 225%%%%6 2{‘108022'\2/'6 intimated tenders, contoct ICIC) Boank Employes number 96562 25532/8129501439.
Circle, Sundargarh | 2026-27 ' : ' : separately The Authorised Officer reserves the right to reject any or all the bids without furnishing any further reasons, For

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in
OIPR-25001/25133/1/26-27/0011

Date : May 31, 2026

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer , Rural Works Circle, Sundargarh
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