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8,150 long-range
drones were launched by Russia in May, up 
24% from April, according to reports
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Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
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BREST

FRANCE said on Monday it 
had detained a Russia-linked 
oil tanker in the Atlantic, with 
the Kremlin comparing the lat-
est seizure aimed at tackling 
Moscow’s sanctions-busting 
shadow fleet to “international 
piracy”. Since September, 
France has boarded three other 
ships believed to belong to the 
shadow fleet, used by Russia to 
circumvent Western sanctions 
on its fossil fuel exports im-
posed over the Kremlin’s 2022 
invasion of  Ukraine.

The Tagor was detained on 
Sunday morning in interna-
tional waters with the help of  
Britain and other partners, af-
ter its Russian captain refused 
to comply with orders, prosecu-
tors said. President Emmanuel 
Macron posted a video of  the 
seizure, which showed com-
mandos rappelling from a heli-
copter onto the ship.

“We consider these acts ille-
gal. They border on interna-
tional piracy,” said President 
Vladimir Putin’s spokesman, 
Dmitry Peskov. “Russia is tak-
ing measures to ensure the 
safety of  its cargo”.

Suspected of  carrying Rus-
sian or Iranian oil despite in-
ternational sanctions, the 

Tagor is linked to petroleum 
shipping magnate Mohammad 
Hossein Shamkhani, accord-
ing to open-source database 
Opensanctions.org. 

According to French author-
ities, the Tagor was on its way 
from Murmansk in northwest-
er n Russia when it was  
boarded. AFP

Macron touts record 
€93bn investment haul
PARIS: President Emmanuel 
Macron said he was 
expecting “record” foreign 
investment amounting to 93 
billion euros ($108 billion) at
an international conference 
Monday, including for 
artificial intelligence and 
data centres. Around 200 
executives from around the 
world are expected at the 
Versailles palace west of 
Paris for Macron’s annual 
“Choose France” event. Last 
year’s conference set a record 
of 20 billion euros ($23.3 
billion) in announced 
projects. But money already 
pledged for this year is set to 
surpass the combined 87 
billion euros raised over the 
past eight years, according to 
Macron’s office

A French army NH90 helicopter flies over the oil  tanker Tagor, which is under 
international sanctions and was traveling from Russia in the Atlantic Sea |  AP

French Navy boards 
flag-hopping ship 
linked to Russia

DUBAI

Iran’s Tasnim news agency said 
Tehran was suspending all ex-
changes with mediators in 
peace talks with the United 
States on Monday, blaming Is-
rael’s ongoing invasion of  Leba-
non. The announcement 
came as the United States 
said it had bombed radar 
and drone sites in Iran 
after Tehran shot down 
an American drone 
over the weekend. Iran 
then said it targeted 
American soldiers in Kuwait 
with missiles, which the US 
says it shot down.

The nominal ceasefire be-
tween Iran and the US has been 
repeatedly tested with such 
back-and-forth attacks, even as 
officials from both countries 
try to negotiate an end to the 
war. It’s not clear how close they 
are to a deal — and there is al-
ways the risk that an attack 
could derail those talks.

In the meantime, Iran has 
maintained its chokehold on 
the Strait of  Hormuz, disrupt-
ing global energy supplies and 
driving up the price of  fuel 
around the world, with far-
reaching consequences. A car-
go ship came under attack off  
Iraq Monday afternoon, the 
British military said.

Fighting has also escalated 
between Israel and the Leba-
nese militant group Hezbollah, 

despite their nominal ceasefire. 
Israel has extended its occupa-
tion deep into Lebanon, and 
Hezbollah — which joined the 
war in support of  its main back-
er, Iran — continues to launch 

drones into Israel.

Iran sets conditions for talks
“Given the continuing crimes of  
the Zionist regime (Israel) in 
Lebanon and considering that 

Lebanon was one of  the precon-
ditions for the ceasefire and that 
this ceasefire has now been vio-
lated on all fronts, including Leb-
anon, the Iranian negotiating 
team is suspending dialogues 
and exchange of  texts through 
mediators,” Tasnim reported. It 
said Iran was demanding the im-
mediate cessation of  Israeli mili-
tary operations in Gaza and Leb-
anon, and a withdrawal from 
occupied Lebanese areas, before 
talks could resume.

US military attacks Iran
The US military’s Central Com-
mand said it carried out strikes 
in Iran on Saturday and Sunday 
around the city of  Geruk and on 
Qeshm Island, hitting air de-
fences, a ground control station 
and two attack drones it said 
threatened ships in the region.
The strikes were carried out in 
response to Iranian actions, in-
cluding the downing of  a US 
MQ-1 drone over international 
waters, Central Command said.

Kuwait reports incoming fire
Kuwait said its air defences 
opened fire early on Monday 
morning to intercept incoming 
drone and missile fire.

Around the same time, Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard said it 
had responded to a US attack, 
without specifying where. In a 
statement carried by IRNA, it 
said US forces had targeted a 
telecommunications tower. AP

UNITED NATIONS

BANGLADESH and Cyprus 
will face off  this week in a 
closely-watched election for the 
President of  the 81st session of  
the UN General Assembly.

Bangladesh Foreign Minister 
Khalilur Rahman and Cyprus’ 
Special Envoy for Multilateral-
ism Ambassador Andreas Kak-
ouris are vying to lead the 
193-member General Assembly 
during its 81st session, which 
begins in September.

The General Assembly, the 
chief  deliberative, policy-mak-
ing and representative organ 
of  the United Nations, will vote 
on June 2 to elect its next presi-
dent for a one-year term.

Under the regional rotation 
system, the President of  the 81st 
session will be elected from the 
Asia-Pacific Group. The elec-
tion comes a day before the Gen-
eral Assembly chooses five new 
non-permanent UN Security 
Council members for 2027-28.

The successful candidate will 
succeed current General As-
sembly President and former 
German foreign minister An-
nalena Baerbock, who is only 
the fifth woman to hold the post 
in the UN’s 80-year history. Rah-
man was sworn in as Bangla-
desh’s Foreign Minister in Feb-
ruary this year. Earlier, he 
served as National Security Ad-
viser and High Representative 
for the Rohingya issue in Bang-
ladesh’s interim government 
led by Muhammad Yunus.  PTI 

Bangladesh, 
Cyprus in the 
race for UNGA 
81st presidency

Tehran halts peace talks with US as 
Israel expands Lebanon offensive
Washington bombs Iranian military sites over drone incident; Iran targets US soldiers in Kuwait

ISRAEL ORDERS STRIKES AS HEZBOLLAH 
LAUNCHES FRESH ATTACKS

BEIRUT: Israel ordered strikes on Beirut’s southern suburbs on 
Monday after accusing Hezbollah of repeated ceasefire violations, 
prompting residents to flee the area. The move came a day after 

Israeli troops advanced deeper into Lebanon and Hezbollah
launched rockets towards northern Israel. Overnight Israeli strikes 

in southern Lebanon killed six people, while Israel said it 
intercepted projectiles fired from Lebanon. The escalation 

threatens efforts to sustain the fragile ceasefire and complicates 
negotiations involving Iran, which insists any wider truce 

agreement must also cover Lebanon. Talks between Israel and 
Lebanon are due in Washington on Tuesday.

Cars sit  in traffic on a highway as residents flee following an Israeli  threat to strike 
Dahiyeh, Beirut’s southern suburbs, Lebanon |  AP

A S I A  M AT T E R S

SOCIAL MEDIA CURBS 
FOR TEENS IN FORCE 
Malaysia: Malaysia will require major 
social media platforms to verify users’ 
ages and bar children under 16 from 
registering accounts under new online 
safety rules that took effect on Monday. 
The requirements apply to providers with 
at least eight million users in the 
Southeast Asian country —including 
Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and 
YouTube.  

WORD NERDS COMPETE 
FOR SCRABBLE TITLE  
Thailand: A $10,000 top prize brought 
some 450 serious Scrabblers from 30 
countries to the Thai capital at the 
weekend for back-to-back matches at 
the four-day Causeway Challenge. The 
game demands eidetic knowledge of 
the English vocabulary and maths to 
exploit the points letters are assigned. 
“I’m not the best player in the room, 
but I won,” said a participant. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Intl arbitrators reject Rwanda’s $134 mn claim 
THE HAGUE: A panel of international arbitrators has rejected a 
multimillion-dollar claim by Rwanda against the UK linked to 
a refugee resettlement deal that Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
scrapped after taking office in 2024. The deal, struck in 2022 
by Rishi Sunak, involved sending migrants who arrive in the UK 
as stowaways or in boats to the East African country. 

6 dead as drunk driver rams car into SL crowd
COLOMBO: At least six people were killed and 13 others 
injured after a pickup truck driven by an allegedly intoxicated 
motorist rammed into a queue of revellers, who were 
celebrating the Buddhist festival Wesak, on the outskirts of 
Sri Lanka’s capital. Three men and as many females died in 
the accident, police said.

BOGOTA

TOUGH-ON-CRIME out-
sider Aberaldo de la Es-
priella took the lead in 
Colombia’s presidential 
race in the first round of  
voting Sunday night, set-
ting up a runoff  with Ivan 
Cepeda, an ally of  Colom-
bia’s outgoing President 
Gustavo Petro who ques-
tioned the results of  the 
election. With no candi-
date taking an outright 
majority of  the vote, the 
election will head to a sec-
ond round in June. 

But Cepeda and Petro 
sowed doubt in the results 
of  the first round, claim-
ing without evidence that 
hundreds of  thousands of  
votes were manipulated 
and that foreign actors ma-
nipulated the poll results. 

Cepeda said he was 
waiting for electoral au-
thorities to scrutinize the 
results before accepting 
the election.  “Only when 
the vote-counting com-
missions have fully clari-
fied what happened will 
we comment on tonight’s 
results,” Cepeda said. AP

Pro-Trump 
candidate leads 
in Colombia’s 
presidency race


