
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kottayam

TO address the traffic woes in 
Kottayam town and surrounding 
areas, the government is set to 
develop specialised plans and 
schemes. 

A decision in this effect was 
taken in a meeting convened by 
Speaker Thiruvanchoor Rad-
hakrishnan in Kottayam on 
Monday.  According to authori-
ties, these plans will encompass 
both immediate restructuring 
and long-term implementation 
strategies. 

In the first phase, a report will 
be prepared outlining steps to be 
taken to ensure laws and regula-
tions are strictly followed in the 
town. For this, a committee com-
prising the district collector, dis-
trict police chief, regional trans-
port officer, public works (roads) 
executive engineer, representa-
tives of  KSEB, National High-
ways Authority of  India and Kot-
tayam municipality has been 
constituted. 

The committee will conduct a 
study on issues such as illegal 
parking, encroachments, law vi-
olations, bus stop arrangements 
and details of  auto stands.

The speaker announced that a 
final decision on subsequent ac-
tions will be made after detailed 
discussions on the draft report 
submitted by this committee by 
June 13. “A long-term plan for 
traffic reform will be prepared 
keeping in view the development 
of  the town and the surrounding 
areas. NATPAC will be tasked 
with conducting a detailed study 
for this and submitting a report. 
Future traffic development will 
be implemented on the basis of  
this report,” he said.
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Cattle shortage: Meat shops in 
4 dists to shut ops this weekend
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Pathanamthitta

MEAT SHOPS in Pathan-
amthitta, Kottayam, Iduk-
ki and Alappuzha districts 
will be closed on Saturday 
and Sunday as the Meat 
Industries Welfare Asso-
ciation (MIWA) looks to 
draw public attention to 
the severe cattle shortage 
and the growing transpor-
tation challenges faced by 
ordinary traders.

MIWA leaders said the 
meat sector, which pro-
vides livelihoods to an es-
timated 15 lakh people in 
Kerala, is facing an un-
precedented crisis due to 
disruptions in the cattle 
trade. Kerala depends 
largely on cattle brought 

from other states to meet 
its demand for beef.

Addressing a press con-
ference on Wednesday, the 
leaders alleged that cattle 
transported legally were 
being subjected to illegal 
seizures in the name of  re-
ligious sentiments and 
other objections. 

Also, confusion 
a r i s i n g  f r o m 
changes in the 
health certifica-
tion process in And-
hra Pradesh, a major 
source of  cattle, has con-
tributed to transport dif-
ficulties and disruptions 
in the livestock trade, the 
leaders said. Health cer-
tificates are mandatory 
for transporting cattle.

MIWA leaders alleged 

that ordinary traders are 
facing severe hardships 
while cattle controlled by 
influential groups move 
more freely. As a result, 
cattle trade in many inte-
rior regions has nearly 
come to a standstill, affect-
ing meat availability in 

Kerala, they said.
Leaders also ex-

pressed concern 
over the long-term 
impact on livestock 
far mers.  Unlike 

poultry and goats, 
which can be raised for 
market within months, 
cattle require several 
years to reach market 
weight. They said market-
ing uncertainties are dis-
couraging farmers from 
continuing in the sector.

Govt to initiate spl plans to 
resolve traffic snarls in Ktm

G SUDHAKARAN WARNED OVER 
REMARKS AGAINST CPM WORKERS
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Alappuzha

CPM Ambalapuzha area com-
mittee has issued a warning to 
MLA G Sudhakaran, urging 
him to stop making derogatory 
remarks against party workers 
during public functions.

In a statement, the commit-
tee alleged that Sudhakaran 
has been using public platforms 
to criticise and insult CPM 
workers. The committee said 
that during a recent school reo-
pening function, the MLA de-
liberately made remarks tar-
geting party activists who serve 

as members of  School 
Management Commit-
tees in various schools.

According to the CPM, 
instead of  pointing out 
any shortcomings in his 
role as an MLA, Sud-
hakaran has been repeatedly 
attacking party workers 
through public speeches. The 

committee said these re-
marks are politically mo-
tivated and based on in-
formation received from 
others, describing such 
c o m m e n t s  a s 
undemocratic.

The statement further said 
that introducing political dis-
putes into non-political public 

events diminishes the dignity 
of  such platforms, where peo-
ple of  different political beliefs 
are present. The CPM accused 
Sudhakaran of  making mis-
leading statements merely to 
win applause from Congress 
supporters.

CPM area secretary C Shamji 
said that if  the MLA continues 
to make political speeches and 
attack party workers at public 
functions, strong reactions may 
arise from those attending the 
same events. He added that 
such irresponsible remarks 
would face strong protests in 
the future.

Court raises 
questions over 
new charge

ASSAULT ON YC MEN

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Alappuzha

THE Alappuzha District and 
Sessions Court on Wednesday 
raised questions over the Spe-
cial Investigation Team’s (SIT) 
decision to invoke the charge 
of  attempt to murder in the 
case relating to the alleged as-
sault on Youth Congress work-
ers by gunmen of  former chief  
minister Pinarayi Vijayan dur-
ing the Nava Kerala Yatra.

During the hearing of  the an-
ticipatory bail pleas filed by the 
accused gunmen, the court ob-
served that the attempt to mur-
der charge appeared to have 
been added without adequate 
examination and sought clari-
fication on the SIT’s intention.

Emphasising the importance 
of  visual evidence, the court 
summoned the investigating of-
ficer for an explanation. 

With ports dept takeover, Kottayam 
port sets its eyes on Vizhinjam link
A B H I L A S H  C H A N D R A N  @Kottayam

IN A MAJOR breakthrough af-
ter its establishment, the ad-
ministration of  the Kottayam 
Port and Container Terminal 
(KPACT), India’s first Inland 
Container Depot, has been 
transferred from the industries 
department to the ports depart-
ment. This move aligns with 
the blue economy initiatives 
announced by the V D Sathee-
san-led government.  

The transfer process is set to 
complete with the formation of  
a new board, chaired by the 
head of  the Kerala Maritime 
Board, under the ports depart-
ment. With this, Kottayam port 
will become the 18th port under 
the board. Previously, the ad-
ministration of  the Kottayam 
port was managed by the Kera-
la Industrial Infrastructure De-
velopment Corporation under 
the industries department, 
with KINFRA holding 49% 
stake in the port.

The transfer of  Kerala’s only 
inland port, a longstanding de-
mand of  the port authorities 
since its inception in 2012, 
gained momentum following 
the Union government’s direc-
tive to integrate all ports across 
the country under the respec-
tive maritime departments.

A key advantage of  this 
transfer is that Kottayam port 
can now access infrastructure 
development funds from the Sa-
garmala programme of  the Un-
ion government, which aims to 
improve logistics efficiency, re-
duce transportation costs, and 
support trade by increasing the 
use of  coastal shipping and in-
land waterways.

“Since the port was under 
the industries department, ben-
efits of  port-related activities 
were not fully available. How-
ever, it can now apply for funds 
under the Sagarmala project, 
as applications must be submit-
ted through the Maritime 
Board. With the transfer of  
control to the ports depart-
ment, we can submit projects 

for Sagarmala support,” said K 
Roopesh Babu, general man-
ager of  the port.

Moreover, the port is strate-
gically positioned to support 
the government’s initiative to 
promote inland waterway 
transport. “We hope the chief  
minister will include Kottayam 
Port in his blue economy initia-
tive. Compared to other ports, 

Kottayam has consistently 
demonstrated strong perform-
ance in container transactions 
and ranks among the highest in 
container movement within 
the state,” Roopesh added.

Recently, the port received 
the Emerging Inland Container 
Depot Award of  the Kochi port 
for the inland port that handled 
the highest cargo movements 
in the last financial year.

The way ahead
Kottayam port authorities are 
now looking forward to the el-
evation of  Vizhinjam as a gate-
way port, which is expected to 
significantly boost container 
transactions from Kottayam.

Currently, the port handles 
approximately 300 containers a 
month. Authorities anticipate 
this number could double once
the port is connected to Vizhin-
jam. A market survey conduct-
ed by the port authorities re-
vealed that exporters from the 
eastern side of  Ernakulam, 
such as Muvattupuzha, as well 
as those in Idukki and Pathan-
amthitta, currently use Kochi 
port. However, they are likely 
to shift their transactions to 
Kottayam once the connection 
to Vizhinjam is established.

“At the same time, we need to
enhance our infrastructure fa-
cilities that include adding sea-
river barges, crane units etc. 
Additionally, the Inland Water 
Authority of  India should en-
sure connectivity by develop-
ing a water route to access sea 
waters,” Roopesh said.

Area secretary has warned of strong reactions and protests if such behaviour continues

'Trying to win applause from Cong supporters'

The area committee said that introducing political disputes into 
non-political events diminishes the dignity of such platforms, where 

people of different political beliefs are present. The CPM accused 
the MLA of trying to win applause from Congress supporters

NDRF team visits 
flood-prone areas  
in Tiruvalla
Pathanamthitta: A team 
from the National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) 
visited flood-prone areas in
Tiruvalla and assessed the 
situation in vulnerable 
regions. The team inspected 
the banks of the Manimala 
River in Peringara village and 
the Pampa River in Niranam 
village. The NDRF personnel 
also visited schools 
identified as potential relief 
camps, including St John’s 
LPS, Mepral, MDLP School, 
Niranam West, and St Mary’s 
UPS, Kadapra.

Man barges into 
court, attempts to 
attack munsi�
Alappuzha: A man allegedly 
barged into the chamber of 
the Munsiff judge at 
Chengannur Munsiff Court on 
Wednesday and attempted 
to attack her, leaving two 
court employees injured 
during efforts to restrain 
him. The incident occurred
around 10 am when Arun 
Mohan of Peringala, 
Chengannur, entered the 
chamber of Munsiff Amala 
Lawrence in a helmet and a 
raincoat. Police have taken 
Arun into custody and are 
investigating further.

Stray dog attack in 
Kayamkulam: 8 hurt
Alappuzha: A stray dog 
attack in Kayamkulam on 
Wednesday left around eight 
people, including students, 
injured. The incident 
occurred around 9 am near 
Aikya Junction, north of 
Kayamkulam town. Three of 
the victims, who suffered 
serious injuries, were shifted 
to the Government Medical 
College Hospital in 
Vandanam for treatment. 
The remaining injured
persons received treatment 
at Kayamkulam Taluk 
Hospital.

Ootha fishing banned 
in breeding season
Pathanamthitta: The 
fisheries department has 
prohibited “Ootha” fishing 
and other illegal fishing 
practices that interfere with 
fish breeding activities in 
inland water bodies. 
Assistant director of fisheries 
said that catching fish by 
blocking their migratory 
routes in paddy fields, 
streams and canals during 
the breeding season, as well 
as using unauthorised fishing 
equipment, is strictly 
prohibited.

24-hour control room  
to be set up in P'Thitta
Pathanamthitta: A meeting 
of officials from various 
departments was held to 
coordinate disaster 
management and monsoon 
preparedness activities in 
Pathanamthitta municipality 
on Wednesday. The meeting 
decided to establish a 
24-hour control room to deal 
with emergencies during the 
monsoon season. Residents 
can contact the control room 
in case of accidents or 
disaster-related situations.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
The fire tragedy at #MalviyaNagar, New Delhi, is deeply saddening. Please accept the Ker-
ala Government’s heartfelt condolences and deepest sympathies. Keralam stands with 
all efforts to provide relief and solace to those affected by this unfortunate incident.
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KOTTAYAM PORT

VOLUME OF BUSINESS IN LAST 
THREE YEARS

2023-24 49,875 1995 TEUs

2024-25 60,475 2423 TEUs

2025-26 38,475 2253 TEUs

YEAR No. of 
containers

Transshipments 
 in tonnes

Foreign exchange collected: L963 cr

Customs duty collected: L92.22 cr

Interesting facts
 Kottayam port is the only customs 

station in Central Travancore. Hence after 
customs procedures, containers here will be 

directly taken to the Vizhinjam port

 An important requirement for the 
movement of goods from Kottayam to 

Vizhinjam is the development of a 
waterway via Thanneermukkam, 

Thrikkunnapuzha and Thottappilly Spillway

 Infrastructure such as reach stackers, to 
easily stack and move containers, and large 
barges to move containers are also needed

 South Indian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry holds 51% and KINFRA 49% stake 

in the Port

A long-term plan will be 
prepared keeping in view the 
development of the town 
and nearby areas. NATPAC 
will conducting a study and 
submitting a report

Thiruvanchoor Radhakrishnan, 
Speaker
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ªÉÄÃ®ÌAqÀ mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉAiÀÄ°è aPÀÌªÀÄUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ f¯Éè ̄ ÉÆÃPÉÆÃ¥ÀAiÉÆÃV E¯ÁSÉ G¥À«¨sÁUÀUÀ½UÉ 
M¼À¥ÀqÀÄªÀ ¯ÉPÀÌ ²Ã¶ðPÉ : 5054-03-101-0-02-132 ¥ÀæªÀÄÄR f¯Áè gÀ¸ÉÛ ¸ÉÃvÀÄªÉUÀ¼ÀÄ - 
§AqÀªÁ¼À ªÉZÀÑ, 5054-80-190-0-01-132 PÀ£ÁðlPÀ gÀ¸ÉÛ C©üªÀÈ¢Þ ¤UÀªÀÄ ¤AiÀÄ«ÄvÀ-§AqÀªÁ¼À 
ªÉZÀÑ (f¯Áè ªÀÄÄRå gÀ¸ÉÛ ¸ÉÃvÀÄªÉUÀ¼ÀÄ), 8443-00-117-0-16-542 oÉÃªÀtÂ ªÀAwPÉ (SDMF) 
5054-80-190-0-01-132 PÀ£ÁðlPÀ gÀ¸ÉÛ C©üªÀÈ¢Þ ¤UÀªÀÄ ¤AiÀÄ«ÄvÀ (PÁ®Ä¸ÀAPÀ), 5054-
03-337-0-17-154 gÁdå ºÉzÁÝjUÀ¼À ¸ÀÄzsÁgÀuÉ CrAiÀÄ°è£À MlÄÖ 04 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ  PÉ¦¦ 
¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ ºÁUÀÆ 04 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÉ ªÀiÁå£ÀÄåAiÀÄ¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjAzÀ 
mÉAqÀgï DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ. PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀ»¹PÉÆ¼ÀÄîªÀ CxÀªÁ ¤ªÀð»¹gÀÄªÀ ¸ÁªÀÄxÀåðzÀ 
§UÉÎ (Standard Tender Document KW - 1, 3 & 4 gÀAvÉ) «ªÀgÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ®UÀwÛ¸ÀvÀPÀÌzÀÄÝ. 
UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀjUÉ C¢ü¤AiÀÄªÀÄ 3gÀ°è £ÀªÀÄÆ¢¹gÀÄªÀ PÀ¤µÀÖ CºÀðvÉUÀ½zÀÝgÉ ªÀiÁvÀæ UÀÄwÛUÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß 
ªÀ»¸À§ºÀÄzÁVgÀÄvÀÛzÉ. PÀ¤µÀÖ CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 1.80 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ UÀjµÀÖ CAzÁdÄ 
ªÉÆvÀÛ gÀÆ. 999.00 ®PÀëUÀ¼ÀÄ DVgÀÄvÀÛªÉ. ªÀiÁå£ÀÄåAiÀÄ¯ï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀgÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ:                 
06-06-2026 jAzÀ 08-06-2026 gÀªÀgÉUÉ ¤UÀ¢vÀ ±ÀÄ®Ì ¥ÁªÀw¹ SÁ° mÉAqÀgï ¥sÁgÀA 
PÉÆÃj Cfð ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ. ¢£ÁAPÀ: 12-06-2026gÀAzÀÄ SÁ° mÉAqÀgï ¥sÁgÀA ¥ÀqÉzÀÄ, ¢£ÁAPÀ:                                  
15-06-2026gÀAzÀÄ ¸ÀAeÉ 5.00 gÀªÀgÉUÉ ¨sÀwð ªÀiÁrzÀ mÉAqÀgïUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ PÉ¦¦ 
¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃVgÀÄªÀ 03 PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ½UÉ (E.¸ÀASÉå: 36191, 36087 ¢£ÁAPÀ:                                                           
06-06-2026, E.¸ÀASÉå:36194 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 11-06-2026, E.¸ÀASÉå:35934 ¢£ÁAPÀ: 29-06-2026                                                                                    
gÀAzÀÄ) ¸ÀAeÉ 4.30 UÀAmÉAiÉÆ¼ÀUÉ mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À¨ÉÃPÀÄ. ºÉaÑ£À «ªÀgÀUÀ½UÉ PÀbÉÃj ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è 
«µÀAiÀÄ ¤ªÁðºÀPÀgÀ£ÀÄß ¸ÀA¥ÀQð¹ w½AiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ.
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