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“NOW I need to act.”
This was the thought that 

crossed Meera Nazer’s mind be-
fore she approached the secu-
rity personnel at Vadakkekotta 
Metro Station on realising that 
a man was stalking her. The 
Kochi-based corporate lawyer 
had initially ignored the man’s 
presence. But when she got off  
the train and began walking to-
wards the station exit, she no-
ticed him still following her. 

To confirm her suspicion, 
Meera decided to toy with him. 
She moved towards the stairs, 
switched to the lift, and then 
changed direction again. Every 
time, the man continued to fol-
low her. The feeling of  unease 
soon gave way to vigilance.

The situation escalated when 
the man approached her and 
asked if  she would accompany 
him. Meera immediately ap-
proached the security person-
nel, who, according to her, first 
sought to know if  the man had 
inappropriately touched her.

There is growing concern 
about safety in Kochi’s public 
places. The assault of  two wom-
en who had objected to harass-
ment by a group of  men near 
Chakkalapadam Road in Ka-
loor in the early hours of  Tues-
day has placed the issue back in 
the limelight. According to po-

lice, the victims were ap-
proached by men who alleg-
edly made sexually coloured 
remarks and gestures. When 

one of  them objected and 
attempted to record 

the incident, they 
allegedly assault-

e d  h e r  a n d 
s m a s h e d  h e r 

phone. This came on the heels 
of  another shocking incident 
in May, when a woman was al-
legedly sexually assaulted at 
knife-point near Ernakulam 
Junction railway station after a 
three-member gang attacked 
her male friend. Police arrested 
two persons and later tracked 
down the third accused. The 
case reignited concerns over 
women’s safety in and around 
transport hubs and poorly mon-
itored public spaces.

These incidents, coupled 
with everyday experiences of  
stalking and harassment re-
ported by women, have intensi-
fied public scrutiny over safety 
measures in Kochi. 

According to Kochi deputy 
commissioner Shahansha K S, 
the police have implemented 
several women-centric safety 
initiatives across the state to 
ensure a quicker response to 
incidents associated with har-
assment and violence. 

“We have deployed special
night patrols with women offic-
ers under the ‘Nirbhaya Nisha’ 
project. Dedicated patrol teams 
are active during night hours, 
while women police stations 
conduct additional patrols in 
their respective jurisdictions. 
‘Pink Patrol’ units operate till
night time, and Nirbhaya teams 
continue surveillance during 
late-night and early-morning 
hours. We also have women’s 
self-defence teams, comprising 
trained personnel who conduct 
awareness and empowerment 
programmes. Our focus is not 
only on responding to crimes 
but also on preventing them 
through visible policing and 
rapid intervention,” Shahan-
sha said.
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13 new underpasses to ease traffic on 
Angamaly-Walayar stretch of NH544
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Thrissur

THE National Highways Au-
thority of  India (NHAI) has ini-
tiated steps to construct 13 new 
underpasses at accident-prone 
locations along the Angamaly-
Walayar stretch of  NH 544. The 
project includes four under-
passes in Thrissur district and 
nine in Palakkad district. The 
construction contract has been 
awarded to Haryana-based 
D h a h i w a l i  B u i l d  Te c h 
Limited.

According to the NHAI, the 
new underpasses will make it 
possible to completely elimi-
nate traffic signal systems at 
major junctions along the high-
way. This is expected to reduce 
vehicle waiting times, improve 
travel speed, and significantly 

lower the risk of  accidents.
In Thrissur district, the new 

underpasses will be construct-
ed at Nadathara, Marathakka-
ra, Puthukkad and Potta 
Ashramam. 

In Palakkad district, under-
passes will be built at Aalama-
ram (Vice Park Junction), 
Malabar Hotel Junction, 
K a n j i ko d e,  Ku r u t -
tikkad, Puthussery, 
Chandranagar, Kann-
annur, Chithalippalam 
and Irattakkulam. 

The projects are fo-
cused on areas where traffic 
congestion and accidents are 
frequently reported. The objec-
tive is to ensure safer travel for 
vehicles moving along the high-
way as well as those crossing it 
from local roads.

Officials said that the re-
quired land acquisition has 
been completed at Kunjanam-
para in Marathakkara and at 
Nadathara Junction. 

As part of  the preparatory 
work, parallel roads are being 
strengthened and widened. Ar-

rangements are also being 
made to divert traffic 

through these roads dur-
ing construction to 
minimize disruptions.

Meanwhile, the con-
struction of  underpass-

es is already in progress 
at 11 locations along NH 544. 

In addition, the construction of  
a flyover at Koratty is also pro-
gressing. The projects are be-
ing executed by PSD Construc-
tion Company,  based in 
Namakkal, Tamil Nadu.

Shadow of fear: Recent assaults 
reignite women safety concerns

Kaloor attack: 
Search for 
main accused  
intensified 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

POLICE investigating the as-
sault of  two young women in 
Kaloor have intensified the 
search for prime accused Ak-
bar, who is suspected to have 
links with criminal gangs in 
the city.

Of  the 10 accused, including 
eight men and two women, po-
lice have so far arrested three: 
Alvin, Arun and Sabith. The 
arrested persons, who were 
working as cleaning staff  at the 
restaurant run by Akbar, were 
remanded on Wednesday. Offic-
ers said efforts have been inten-
sified to track down the remain-
ing seven, including Akbar, a 
native of  Palakkad.

Senior officers said a raid 
was conducted at Akbar’s res-
taurant on Tuesday as part of  
the investigation. 

The incident occur red 
around 4.30am on Tuesday 
when the two women, prepar-
ing for competitive examina-
tions, reached a tea shop on 
Chakkalapadam Road in 
Kaloor. 

Police have invoked non-bail-
able charges, including offenc-
es related to assault and crimes 
against women. Officers said 
search operations are continu-
ing and expressed confidence 
that the remaining accused 
would be arrested soon.

This apart, many women say they experience stalking and harassment everyday in city

DANGEROUS WATERS
Youngsters braving rough sea and strong waves for a photoshoot at Valappu beach on Wednesday |  T P SOORAJ

POOR MONITORING
 The assault of two women who 

had objected to harassment by a 
group of men in Kaloor in the early 

hours of Tuesday has placed the 
issue back in the limelight 

 This came on the heels of 
another incident in May, when a 

woman was allegedly sexually 
assaulted at knife-point near 

Ernakulam Junction railway 
station after a three-member gang 

attacked her male friend

 The cases have reignited 
concerns over women’s safety in 

and around transport hubs and 
poorly monitored public spaces 

We have deployed special 
night patrols with women 

officers under the ‘Nirbhaya 
Nisha’ project. Our focus is not 

only on responding to crimes 
but also on preventing them 

through rapid intervention

Shahansha K S,  dy commissioner

V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
The fire tragedy at #MalviyaNagar, New Delhi, is deeply saddening. Please accept the Ker-
ala Government’s heartfelt condolences and deepest sympathies. Keralam stands with 
all efforts to provide relief and solace to those affected by this unfortunate incident.
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kochi 

KOCHI city police on 
Wednesday arrested 36 
persons under the NDPS 
Act in a large-scale anti-
drug operation as part of  
Operation Toofan.

The police carried out 
90 raids across Kochi tar-
geting drug peddlers and 
users in a crackdown to 
prevent the spread of  nar-
cotics among youngsters 
and students. Seven extra 
cases were registered un-
der the Cigarettes and 
Other Tobacco Products 
Act, police said.

In a major seizure dur-
ing the operation, the Ko-
chi city DANSAF team ar-
rested three persons from 
a flat in Thrikkakara and 
seized 437.28 g of   MDMA. 
Police also found an Audi 
car allegedly used by the 
accused  and `1 lakh sus-
pected to be proceeds 
from drug trafficking.

Some  of  the arrested 
were Arjun, 30, a native 
of   Palakkad, Ratheesh, 
33, from Kasaragod, and 
Asif, 36, of  Kalamassery.

The  operation was car-
ried out on the directives 
of  Kochi City Police  Com-
missioner Kalaraj Ma-
hesh Kumar and super-
vised by DCPs Ashwathi 
Jiji and Shahansha K S. 
DANSAF teams led by 
Narcotic Cell Assistant 
Commissioner T D Sunil-
kumar participated. 

Eviction row: Govt 
moves High Court
Kochi: The government has 
approached the High Court 
challenging an order of the 
munsiff court, Perumbavoor, 
for evicting families living in 
Malayidamthuruthu. The 
special government pleader 
said the HC had on May 25 
granted two weeks to wrap 
up the proceedings and the 
case was posted to June 9. 
However, the munsiff court 
ordered eviction latest by 
June 9, which was against 
the HC order, he said.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

36 held in 
anti-drug 
crackdown


