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‘Informed party leadership of decision to quit BJP last December’
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 

SAYING he had neither a star 
value nor a legacy party handed 
over to him, Annamalai urged 
his supporters to be patient 
while the movement built a 
s t r o n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l 
foundation. 

Speaking about his future re-
lationship with the BJP, An-
namalai said he would view it 
like any other political party. 
“We will not oppose BJP for the 
sake of  opposing. We will oppose 

it only when it is against the in-
terests of  Tamil Nadu,” he said. 
Annamalai said he had informed 
the BJP leadership of  his deci-
sion to leave the party in Decem-
ber last year. 

Clarifying speculation that ac-
tor Rajinikanth was backing 
him, Annamalai said the super-
star had spoken to him before he 
joined the BJP in August 2020 
and reiterated his respect for 
him. Calling his social media 
supporters “agents of  change”, 
he urged them to practise civil 

and positive politics. Explaining
his decision to make the an-
nouncement on Instagram Live, 
he said young people could 
not be kept away from poli-
tics. “They are hungry for 
change. We have to fuel 
the aspirations of  Gen Z 
and Gen Alpha,” he said. 
According to the move-
ment’s website, nearly eight 
lakh volunteers have already en-
rolled with ‘We The Leaders’ by 
late Friday, giving the ex-cop’s 
movement a promising start. 

Annamalai, in his resignation 
letter to BJP national president 

Nitin Nabin, had pointed out 
that national parties nev-

er spoke the language 
that people in Tamil 
Nadu understood 
which limited their 
ability to connect with 

people seeking political 
change. In the June 2 let-

ter, Annamalai said he had 
tried to change that perception 
and achieved “reasonable suc-
cess despite multiple roadblocks, 

barriers and obstructions from 
both inside and outside”.

Describing himself  as “a na-
tionalist deeply rooted in region-
al aspirations”, he said he took 
pride in Tamil language, culture 
and heritage. He added that after 
discussions with the BJP leader-
ship over the past 18 months, he 
concluded that their views did 
not align on the need for a 
“growth-oriented and culturally-
rooted politics” in Tamil Nadu, 
prompting his exit from the 
party.

FIR booked against Nehru only 
based on HC order, says new AG
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 

THE petitioner later filed a contempt 
petition seeking action against then 
Director (in-charge) of  DVAC AT Du-
raikumar for disobeying the orders 
of  the court.

Meanwhile, review petitions 
were filed by the state and Ne-
hru seeking a review of  the 
court’s order and certain law 
points including the necessity 
to obtain prior sanction from 
the government before register-
ing the FIR under section 17 A of  the 
Prevention of  Corruption Act.

When the matters came up for 
hearing on April 28, 2026, the court 
adjourned the hearing to June 23, 
2026, following an assurance by the 
counsel for the contempt petitioner 
that he would not precipitate the mat-
ter till then. The then Advocate Gen-

eral PS Raman also gave an undertak-
ing that the state will not take any 
coercive action.

When the bench questioned as to 
why the DVAC proceeded to register 
the FIR despite the assurance of  then 

AG, sitting AG Vijay Narayan sub-
mitted that he was aware of  the 
statement made by the then 
AG and the FIR was regis-
tered “only based on the or-
ders passed by the court”.

He added the state proceeded 
further since there was no stay of  

further proceedings and informed 
that the state is withdrawing the re-
view petition.

The bench said, “Since the hearing 
is already fixed on June 23, no harm 
would be caused to the state if  fur-
ther proceedings are kept in abey-
ance till then.” It posted the matters 
on June 23 for hearing.

Accused on run, exact motive of murder unknown 
Continued from page 1: The accused, identified as S Arvind (24) of 
Ilanthaimangalam and S Ganesan (22) of Karaiyur, are absconding. 
Their friend, a 17-year-old boy, was also present at the crime scene. 
However, his role in the murder is yet to be ascertained. Police said the 
incident took place on Thursday evening when the four had gone to 
consume alcohol. Preliminary inquiry revealed that an argument broke 
out, which escalated into an attack, during which Ashwin was 
strangled, and his throat was slit with a knife, leaving him dead. 
Subsequently, the two youth abandoned the body at the spot, dropped 
the 17-year-old at his house, and fled, police sources said. The murder 
came to light when Ashwin’s family inquired about his absence with 
the 17-year-old boy, who informed them about the incident. The 
juvenile is a second-year polytechnic student, and the youth have no 
previous cases pending against them. The exact motive for the murder 
is yet to be established as the main accused are on the run, police said. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Kerala HC allows ED probe into CMRL 
payments to Pinarayi daughter’s IT firm
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

THE Kerala High Court on Fri-
day cleared the way for the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) to 
continue its investigation into 
alleged illegal payments made 
by Cochin Minerals and Rutile 
Limited (CMRL) to Exalogic So-
lutions, the IT firm owned by T 
Veena, daughter of  former chief  
minister Pinarayi Vijayan. Dis-
missing the appeals filed by 
CMRL and its officials challeng-
ing the ED probe, a division 
bench comprising Justices Raja 
Vijayaraghavan V and K V Jaya-
kumar upheld an earlier single-
judge ruling that permitted the 
investigation to proceed. 
 The CMRL argued that the 
registration of  an Enforcement 

Case Information Report (ECIR), 
in the absence of  a crime or 
complaint registered by a com-
petent jurisdictional authority, 
was legally unsustainable.

The court held that 
the absence of  an FIR or 
a complaint related to a 
scheduled offence does 
not prevent the ED from 
initiating civil proceed-
ings under the Preven-
tion of  Money Launder-
i n g  A c t  ( P M L A ) . 
Rejecting the plea to 
quash the ECIR, the 
bench observed that the ECIR is 
not a statutory document and 
that even its non-registration 
would not hinder the com-
mencement of  civil proceedings 
under the PMLA. Consequently, 

the court found no grounds to 
interfere with the earlier judg-
ment dismissing CMRL’s peti-
tion. Following the verdict, 
counsel for CMRL sought two 

weeks of  protection 
from coercive action to 
enable the company to 
approach the Supreme 
Court. The bench, how-
ever, declined the re-
quest, stating that such 
relief  could not be 
granted. The ED had 
earlier issued summons 
to CMRL officials under 

provisions of  the PMLA. 
In their appeal, the company 

and its officers argued that the 
agency lacked jurisdiction be-
cause no FIR or complaint relat-
ing to a scheduled offence ex-

isted when the ECIR was 
registered. They also contended 
that the single-judge bench had 
improperly relied on subse-
quent developments, including 
a complaint filed by the Serious 
Fraud Investigation Office 
(SFIO) alleging offences under 
the Companies Act, to justify 
the investigation.

The court said the request to 
quash the summons issued un-
der Section 50 cannot be grant-
ed. The recipient of  the notice is 
not an accused as there is no for-
mal accusation against the per-
son concerned at that stage. 

The summons is therefore le-
gally valid and does not require 
to be preceded by the registra-
tion of  a crime involving a 
scheduled offence, it said.

T Veena

Ex-MLA held 
in `1,000-crore 
land fraud case
HYDERABAD: A day after the 
Telangana HC refused to grant 
him interim protection from ar-
rest, former Vinukonda YSRCP 
MLA Bolla Brahma Naidu was 
arrested by Cyberabad police in 
Kanchipuram, TN, on Friday in 
connection with an alleged at-
tempt to grab 10 acres of  govern-
ment land worth around `1,000 
crore in Gandipet village using 
fake GOs and forged records. Five 
other accused have already been 
arrested. The case was registered 
at Narsingi police station on May 
23 based on a complaint by Gan-
dipet tahsildar Srinivas Reddy, 
who alleged that five fabricated 
GOs were created to show that 
government land in Survey No. 
18 had been regularised in favour 
of  private individuals.  ENS

As many as 10 Bangladeshi nationals were 
arrested from Palarivattom, Kochi, on Thursday 
evening for allegedly residing illegally in Kerala 
without valid travel or identity documents

B’DESHIS 
ARRESTED

Senior IPS officer’s wife killed 
in elephant attack in Kodagu
P R A J N A  G R  @Madikeri

THE wife of  a senior IPS officer, 
who was visiting her estate on 
Friday morning, was trampled 
to death by a wild elephant at 
Konanakatte in Thithi-
mathi limits of  South 
Kodagu.

The victim, Sandhya 
Achaiah (51), wife of  
senior IPS officer An-
nalamada Sunil Achai-
ah, and workers were go-
ing around the estate 
when she was attacked 
by a lone tusker. Hailing 
from Konanakatte, Sandhya 
was staying in New Delhi, where 
her husband is posted in a sen-
ior position, sources said. Sand-
hya arrived in Kodagu three 
days ago to attend a family wed-
ding. She, her sister-in-law Sap-

na, estate managers and work-
e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  D i n e s h , 
Lakshmana and Anand, were 
visiting the estate. Around 8.45 
am, the tusker charged towards 
them. While others ran for their 

lives and escaped with 
minor injuries, Sandhya 
was caught under the 
legs of  the pachyderm 
and was trampled to 
death.

Even as the elephant 
was attacking Sandhya, 
Anand ran towards the 
road and flagged a jeep 
passing by. The jeep 

owner, M Praveen, and Anand 
rode the vehicle towards the el-
ephant, scaring it away. Sand-
hya, who was severely injured, 
was put into the jeep and was 
rushed to a hospital, but she 
died before being treated.

Sandhya Achaiah


