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CBSE revaluation relief may miss KEAM timeline; students seek extension

One dead, three injured in explosion 
during film shoot in TN; two arrested

S O V I  V I D Y A D H A R A N  @ T’Puram

AFTER days of  uncertainty, 
CBSE has opened the revalua-
tion window for hundreds of  
students who alleged that 
anomalies in the newly intro-
duced On-Screen Marking 
(OSM) system led to unexpect-
edly low scores in the Class XII 
examinations. 

However, students in Kerala, 
who have appeared for the state 
engineering entrance exam 
(KEAM), are unlikely to bene-
fit, as the revised marks may 
not be available before the dead-
line for submitting Plus Two 
scores for preparation of  the 

final rank list.
The controversy erupted af-

ter the CBSE introduced a dig-
ital evaluation system for the 
2025 Class XII examinations, re-
placing the conventional meth-
od of  marking physical answer 
scripts. Under OSM, examiners 
assess scanned answer sheets 
on a digital platform. Soon af-
ter the results were announced, 
students across the country, in-
cluding many from Kerala, re-
ported unusually low marks 
and discrepancies in subject-
wise scores.

In Kerala, engineering ad-
missions are based on a 50:50 
weightage system, with equal 

importance given to entrance 
examination scores and Plus 
Two marks in Physics, Chemis-
try and Mathematics. Students 
point out that any unfair reduc-
tion in board exam marks could 
significantly affect their admis-
sion prospects.

The Office of  the Commis-

sioner for Entrance Examina-
tions (CEE), which had kept the 
mark-submission process on 
hold, has now fixed June 7 as 
the deadline. “Since CBSE has 
allowed students to apply for 
revaluation till June 6, it is un-
likely that revised marks will 
be available before the KEAM 

deadline,” said Reshmii G Nair, 
a parent. Students have submit-
ted representations to the state 
government seeking an exten-
sion. “We will examine all as-
pects and take a decision,” 
Higher Education Minister Roji 
M John told TNIE when asked 
whether the deadline would be 
deferred until affected CBSE 
students receive relief  through 
revaluation.

A total of  40,959 students 
from Kerala cleared the CBSE 
Class XII examination this year. 
In 2025, 18,284 CBSE students 
appeared for KEAM, with 2,960 
figuring among the top 5,000 en-
gineering ranks.

Meanwhile, some parents 
have demanded a reduction in 
the weightage given to Plus 
Two marks in the KEAM rank 
list this year. “Given the cir-
cumstances, the government 
should either rely solely on en-
trance examination scores or 
adopt the model followed in Te-
langana and Andhra Pradesh, 
where Plus Two marks carry 
only 25% weightage,” said par-
ent Dr Ramya George.

However, CEE sources said 
any major change after the pub-
lication of  the KEAM prospec-
tus and entrance examination 
scores would be difficult and 
could invite legal challenges. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Chennai

A 25-YEAR-OLD special effects 
technician was killed and three 
of  his colleagues were injured 
after a carbon dioxide cylinder 
exploded during the shooting 
of  the movie, ‘Killer’, at Binny 
Mills in Perambur on Wednes-
day morning. Police have ar-
rested two film crew members 
in connection with the inci-
dent. According to Otteri po-
lice, the accident occurred 
around 5.30am during the 
shooting of  a fight sequence. 
Four people were injured 
and rushed to the Rajiv 
Gandhi Gover nment 
General Hospital (RG-
GGH) for treatment.

Police said the film 
crew had arranged a sim-
ulated bomb-blast scene us-
ing carbon dioxide cylinders 
for the shoot. Preliminary in-
quiries revealed that excessive 
pressure built up when the gas 
was being transferred between 
cylinders as part of  the special-
effects setup, triggering the ex-

plosion. The deceased was iden-
tified as Madhan (25) of  

Erikarai in Maduravoyal. 
Hospital authorities said 

he suffered severe trau-
ma, including fractures 
to his right hand and 
ankle.
The injured were iden-

tified as R Dinakaran (24) of  
Nerkundram, P Surya (23) of  
Maduravoyal, and S Sakthivel 
(27) of  Sikkarayapuram near 
Kundrathur. Dinakaran sus-
tained injuries to his right 
wrist, Surya suffered injuries 
to his left leg, and Sakthivel 

sustained injuries to his left 
knee. All three are under treat-
ment. Based on a complaint 
and preliminary probe, police 
arrested production manager 
Ram and special effects man-
ager Arumugam (37).  

Sources said around 10 work-
ers were engaged in the blast 
sequence, which had been 
filmed over the last three days 
under Arumugam’s supervi-
sion. The duo were booked un-
der sections relating to negli-
gence causing death and 
injuries.

Relatives said Madhan had 
been involved in high-risk work 
involving gas cylinders on film 
sets for the past two years. 

Questioning whether ade-
quate safety measures had been 
in place at the shooting spot, 
his aunt said, “Madhan discon-
tinued his college education in 
his first year and was living 
with relatives for the past sev-
eral years. We want to know 
whether proper safety equip-
ment was provided to him dur-
ing the shoot.”

Kuwait airspace closure: 
1 flight cancelled in Kochi
Kochi: Amid the closure of Kuwaiti 
airspace, Air India Express flight 
IX 439 from Kochi to Bahrain, 
which was scheduled to depart 
from Kochi airport at 11.45 am, 
was cancelled on Wednesday. A 
total of 119 passengers were 
offloaded and sent back, airport 
sources said. Kuwait’s airspace 
has been temporarily closed and 
all flights suspended. The 
development came following a 
drone strike on Terminal-1 of 
Kuwait International Airport amid 
rising regional geopolitical 
tensions.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

H1N1 death 
in Kochi

OP TOOFAN 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

RAISING concerns, Kochi re-
ported an H1N1 death on 
Wednesday. The patient, a 
65-year-old woman, sought 
treatment for fever on Tuesday 
and was undergoing treatment 
at a private hospital in Kochi.

 “Following fever and other 
symptoms, a test was carried 
out, and she tested positive for 
H1N1 on Tuesday,” said an of-
ficial with the district health 
department. The deceased is a 
resident of  Palarivattom.

The official added that the 
situation is not scary in the dis-
trict. “Though a death was re-
ported now, we haven’t noticed 
any increase in the number of  
cases reported. Since the mon-
soon season has also started, it 
is important to be cautious,” he 
added. H1N1 flu, also called 
swine flu, is a type of  influenza 
A virus and is often presented 
with symptoms including fever, 
body pain, cough, fatigue, sore 
throat, and a runny nose.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

THE police have registered 104 drug cases 
and arrested 137 people under Operation 
Toofan since its launch on Tuesday. Of  these, 
three cases were registered for commercial 
quantities, while eight were registered for 
intermediate volume.

State Police Chief  Ravada A Chan-
drasekhar said a total of  MDMA weighing 

about 500g and ganja to the 
tune of  37kg were seized. He 
said discussions were held 
with police chiefs of  three 
states, including Andhra 
Pradesh, to launch a compre-

hensive plan to counter drug menace. “Soon 
we will have an inter-state meeting of  police 
officers. After that there will be a meeting 
with Central agencies,” Ravada said.

Elaborating the source of  drugs that reach 
the state, Ravada said ganja is mostly pro-
cured from Odisha-Andhra border, while 
MDMA is procured via multiple channels.

“From Muscat it’s being brought via 
Thiruvananthapuram and Karipur airports. 
Bengaluru is also a source,” he added.

ROMANCING THE RAIN 
Two youngsters enjoy a breezy evening on Valappu beach as clouds gather overhead on Wednesday |  T P SOORAJ

CBSE FALLOUT ON KERALA ENTRANCE 
CBSE allows Class XII paper revaluation after nationwide protests

Kerala students among those hit by sharp fall in Class XII marks

Revised scores may miss KEAM mark submission deadline of June 7

Students urge govt to extend deadline till revaluation results are out

104 drug cases,  
137 arrests within 
24 hours of launch

DKS sworn in as K’taka CM
13 take oath as ministers; Rahul Gandhi, Kharge, Siddaramaiah attend

P T I  @Bengaluru

STATE Congress president D K 
Shivakumar took oath as Kar-
nataka Chief  Minister on 
Wednesday and 13 other legisla-
tors, including senior leader G 
Parameshwara, were sworn in 
as ministers in his Cabinet.

In the presence of  AICC chief  
Mallikarjun Kharge, Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi and out-
going CM Siddaramaiah, Shiv-
akumar took oath in the name 
of  seer “Gangadhar Ajja”, 
while holding a copy of  the 
Constitution.  Governor Thaa-
warchand Gehlot administered 
the oath of  office and secrecy to 
Shivakumar, Parameshwara 
and others at Lok Bhavan. Par-
ameshwara, who is set to be 
Deputy CM, took oath in the 
name of  Dr B R Ambedkar.

The other legislators who 
took  oath as ministers were K 
H Muniyappa, K J George, M B 
Patil, Ramalinga Reddy, Satish 
Jarkiholi, Krishna Byregowda, 
Priyank Kharge, U T Khader, 
Eshwar Khandre, Yathindra 
Siddaramaiah, Byrathi Suresh, 

and Sharan Prakash Patil. Bar-
ring Khader and Yathindra, all 
the others were ministers in 
the previous Siddaramaiah 
government. Khader had been 
the Speaker of  the Karnataka 
assembly, and Yathindra, a 
member of  the legislative coun-
cil, is Siddaramaiah’s son.

Shivakumar, a 64-year-old 
Vokkaliga strongman, was 
elected leader of  the Congress 
Legislature Party on May 30, 

following Siddaramaiah’s res-
ignation as chief  minister on 
May 28. 

AICC general secretaries K C 
Venugopal and Randeep Singh 
Surjewala, CMs of  Congress-
ruled states, several top Con-
gress leaders, dignitaries, and 
invitees were present at the 
swearing-in. Religious leaders 
from all major communities, 
including heads of  various 
maths, were also present.

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, Congress President Mallikarjun 
Kharge, AICC general secretary K C Venugopal, outgoing Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and CM D K Shivakumar during the swearing-in ceremony of the new 
state government in Bengaluru on Wednesday |  PTI

Tatkal booking goes haywire despite app reforms
T I N I S H A  R A C H E L  S A M U E L  @Kollam

NEARLY a year after the Indi-
an Railways announced key 
modifications to Tatkal book-
ing service, passengers contin-
ue to face issues and are una-
ble to get confirmed tickets.

From July 2025, Tatkal 
tickets booked through the 
IRCTC website and mobile 
app were made available 
only to users authenticated 
with the Aadhaar number. 
Tatkal tickets booked at 
computerised passenger 
reservation system (PRS) 
counters and through 
authorised agents also 
require OTP authenti-
cation sent to the mo- bile 
number provided by the user at 
the time of  booking.

To prevent bulk bookings 
during the crucial opening pe-
riod, authorised agents are not 
permitted to book Tatkal tick-
ets during the first 30 minutes 
of  the booking window. As per 
the Indian Railways, around 14 
lakh passengers book train 
tickets through online plat-
forms daily, and for Tatkal, 
around four lakh users log in 
between 10 am and 11 am. 

“There is 
an issue between 

demand and supply, 
which is the reason why the 

ticket issue persists,” a senior 
Railways official said.

When TNIE tried booking a 
Tatkal ticket from Kollam Junc-
tion to MGR Chennai Central 
on train no 12624 through the 
RailOne app, the facility was 
not functional during the 11 am 
time slot. However, a private 
app showed TQWL 17 for 3AC 
berths within three minutes, at 
11.03 am, even as new rules sug-
gest that private apps can only 
begin bookings after 11.30 am.

Several users on social media 
platform X have raised allega-
tions regarding issues with 
booking Tatkal tickets.

“I have been trying to book a 
single Tatkal ticket for four 
days. First, the mobile app kept 
crashing, then the website too. 
The system conveniently col-
lapses during the first few cru-
cial minutes when genuine us-
ers try to book tickets. Then, 
magically, after five minutes, 
the website and app start work-
ing perfectly normally, but by 
then all tickets would be sold 
out,” a user lamented on X.

“One issue we experienced in 

recent days is that if  you search 
directly for Premium Tatkal 
tickets, most of  the time there 
won’t be any error, and there is 
a higher chance of  getting a 
confirmed ticket. With normal 
Tatkal, things are different. 
Many are asking whether this 
is being done intentionally to 
push passengers towards high-
er-cost tickets. Many also allege 
that normal Tatkal tickets are 
mainly booked by agents,” al-
leged Ansuman Satapathy, a 
rail enthusiast. Premium Tatkal 
at times costs three times high-
er than normal tickets. 

Many also alleged that some 
staff  at ticket counters help 
travel agents with bookings. A 
source, speaking on condition 
of  anonymity, confirmed that 
such allegations are often 
raised. “In several cases, server 
glitches occur on RailOne app 
while booking Tatkal tickets. 
The app keeps loading for near-
ly five minutes even after pay-
ment is completed. By then, 
tickets would have been sold 
out. Most Tatkal bookings are 
made during emergencies, and 
refunds also take time,” said 
Vishakh Kochiyil, a travel 
agent from Malappuram.

New rules suggest that private 
apps can only begin bookings after 

11.30 am

When TNIE tried, a 
private app showed 

reservation status 
within 3 minutes of 

11am, even as  the 
facility was 

unavailable on 
the RailOne 

app itself

Some say booking the 
more expensive Premium 
Tatkal is easier via RailOne 
compared to booking 
normal Tatkal tickets 

Several allege that 
some railway staff at 
ticket counters help travel 
agents with bookings

Server glitches on the 
app while booking Tatkal 
tickets is another issue

NEVER-ENDING ISSUES

Ramesh Chennithala @chennithala
Heartiest congratulations to my dearest D.K. on assuming charge as the Chief Minister of 
Karnataka. He is a dear companion who has stood by me for over 40 years, sharing a deep 
bond since our NSUI days. More than just a colleague, he is a beloved friend with whom I 
have shared countless struggles and memories, both in politics and personal life.
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Simulation gone wrong
The deceased is Madhan, 25. 
Police said the film crew had 
arranged a simulated bomb-blast 
scene using carbon dioxide 
cylinders for the shoot. 
Preliminary inquiries revealed 
that excessive pressure built up 
when the gas was being 
transferred between cylinders as 
part of the special-effects setup, 
triggering the explosion


