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 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

Trump says he was an hour 
away from striking Iran again
WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday said he was an hour away 
from making a decision to restart at-
tacks on Iran, but put it off  after re-
ceiving a call from interlocutors, in-
cluding Qatar and the UAE, on 
Tehran being “reasonable” in the 
peace talks.

“I was an hour away. We were all 
set to go... it would have been hap-
pening right now,” Trump told re-
porters at the White House. 

Trump was briefing reporters 
about the progress on the ballroom 
coming up at the East Wing of  the 
White House, at the site as workers 
went about their construction job at 
the highly fortified structure.

“We would probably not be talking 
about a beautiful ballroom today. 
We’d be talking about that. And no, 
we were where I had made the deci-
sion. So they called up. They had 
heard I made the decision. They said, 
“Sir, could you give us a couple more 
days because we think they’re being 
reasonable,” Trump said.

The US President said the negotia-
tors said they had made a lot of  
progress in talks with Iran over the 
last two days. “They called over the 
last two days to say they made a lot 
of  progress. Because we have them 
negotiating with us. And primarily, 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, UAE, Kuwait, a 
little bit of  Bahrain, and some of  the 
others. And we have them negotiat-
ing with them. We’re all working to-
gether. It’s like a team,” he said.

Trump said he’s giving Iran “a 
limited period of  time” to make a 
deal because we can’t let them have 

a nuclear weapon.” “There’s no ques-
tion in my mind that they’d use it, 
there’s no question-and I deal with 
these people. They’re extremely rad-
icalised,” he said. “Maybe Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, something, maybe 
early next week. A limited period of  
time,” he said. 

There have been reports that Chi-
na, which has close ties to Iran, has 
considered sending weapons for use 
in the conflict against the United 
States. But Trump says Chinese 
President Xi Jinping assured him 
that wasn’t the case.

“He promised that he’s not send-
ing any weapons,” Trump told re-
porters after he was asked about the 
reports. The leaders held two days of  
in-person talks last week in Beijing.

Meanwhile, acting Attorney Gen-
eral Todd Blanche is appearing for 
his first congressional testimony 
since taking reins at the Justice  
Department, as the agency faces 
scrutiny over its plans to create a 
$1.7 billion fund to pay Trump’s al-
lies who believe they were targeted 
politically. AP

Donald claims Gulf negotiators requested him to refrain from attacking Iran

Donald Trump;  Todd Blanche

Russia flaunts begins 
3-day N-forces drills
MOSCOW

RUSSIA on Tuesday began massive 
maneuvers of  its nuclear forces fea-
turing practice launches of  nuclear-
capable ballistic and cruise missiles 
in drills that come amid surge in 
Ukrainian drone strikes.

The three-day exercise will involve 
64,000 troops, over 200 missile launch-
ers, more than 140 aircraft, 73 sur-
face warships and 13 submarines, 
including eight armed with nuclear-
tipped intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles, the Defense Ministry said.

The maneuvers will focus on the 
“preparation and use of  nuclear 
forces under the threat of  aggres-
sion,” the ministry said.

The drills will also practice coop-
eration with Belarus, a neighbor and 
ally that hosts Russian nuclear weap-
ons. Russian arsenals in Belarus in-
clude its latest intermediate range 
nuclear-capable Oreshnik missile 
system. The maneuvers come as 
Ukraine has sharply intensified its 
drone attacks against Russia, includ-
ing a weekend barrage on Moscow’s 
suburbs that killed three and dam-

aged several buildings and industri-
al facilities. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has repeatedly re-
minded the world about Moscow’s 
nuclear arsenals after sending troops 
into Ukraine in February 2022 to try 
to deter the West from ramping up 
support for Kyiv.

The recent attacks have made it 
harder for officials in the Kremlin to 
cast the conflict in Ukraine — now in 
its fifth year — as something so dis-
tant that it doesn’t affect the daily 
routines of  Russian civilians. AP

Russia’s new Sarmat intercontinental ballistic 
missile test-launched last week at 
 an unspecified location in Russia |  AP

WHO worried about speed of Ebola virus
KINSHASA

THE World Health Organization on 
Tuesday voiced concern about the 
“scale and speed” of  an Ebola out-
break that has killed an estimated 
131 people in the Democratic Repub-
lic of  Congo and warned it could be 
lengthy.

The UN health agency has de-
clared the surge of  the highly conta-
gious haemorrhagic fever an inter-
national health emergency and 
called an urgent meeting on the cri-
sis. No vaccine or therapeutic treat-
ment exists for the Bundibugyo 
strain of  Ebola which is responsible 
for the outbreak declared in the east 
late last week.

Ebola has killed more than 15,000 

people in Africa in the past half-cen-
tury. With the recent cases largely 
concentrated in difficult-to-access 
areas hit by long-running conflicts, 
few samples have been laboratory-
tested and figures are based mostly 
on suspected cases.

“We have recorded roughly 131 

deaths in total and we have around 
513 suspected cases,” Congolese 
Health Minister Samuel Roger Kam-
ba said on national television early 
Tuesday. “The deaths we are report-
ing are all the deaths we have identi-
fied in the community, without nec-
essarily saying that they are all 
linked to Ebola,” he added. WHO 
chief  Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said he was “deeply concerned about 
the scale  and speed of  the 
epidemic”.

Speaking from the DRC, Anne An-
cia, the WHO’s representative, told 
reporters in Geneva that a vaccine 
candidate called Ervebo was among 
those being looked at but it was like-
ly to take at least “two months for it 
to be available”.  AFP

G L O B A L  A L A R M

Health  workers in Congo |  AFP

Barakah N-power 
plant hit by 
drones from Iraq
DUBAI

UAE’S Ministry of  Defence said 
Tuesday that during the past 48 
hours, its air defence systems suc-
cessfully detected and engaged 6 hos-
tile drones trying to target civilian 
and vital areas in the country. 

The drones that targeted UAE’s 
Barakah nuclear power plant all 
came from Iraq, likely signaling Ira-
nian-backed Shiite militias launched 

the assault, the min-
istry said. 

There were no re-
ported injuries or 
radiological release 
at Barakah after the 

attack, which Emirati officials said 
hit a generator on the facility’s 
perimeter. 

The UAE, which has hosted air de-
fenses and personnel from Israel. 
Iraqi gover nment spokesman 
Bassem al-Awadi, without address-
ing the Emirati Defense Ministry’s 
report, issued a statement saying 
that Baghdad “expresses its strong 
condemnation of  the recent drone 
attacks targeting the UAE. AP
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