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Two persons were arrested for murdering a 
painter near Mudaliyar Chathiram in Tiruchy 
after a dispute of missing cash. The deceased 
was C Benjamin (45) from Palakkarai

TWO HELD 
FOR MURDER 

WEDNESDAY 13�05�2026TIRUNELVELI

Marking the International 
Nurses Day (May 12) the 
nursing staff and nursing 
students of the Tirunelveli 
Government Hospital held 
a candlelight tribute in 
remembrance of Florence 
Nightingale, honouring 
her service and dedication 
to patient care. Nurses 
Day is observed on the 
birth anniversary of 
Florence Nightingale who 
is regarded as the founder 
of modern nursing  
|  V KARTHIKALAGU

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE Pet Basheerabad police on 
Tuesday summoned Bandi Sai 
Bhageerath (23), son of  Union 
Minister of  State for Home Af-
fairs Bandi Sanjay Kumar, in 
connection with a case regis-
tered under the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and the 
Protection of  Children from 
Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POC-
SO Act), and directed him to ap-
pear before investigators on 

Wednesday. Hours earlier, 
Bhageerath moved the Telan-
gana High Court seeking antici-
patory bail in connection with 
the case.

The notice, served to his ma-
ternal uncle Ch Vamshi Krish-
na, instructed him to produce 
Bhageerath before the Pet Bash-
eerabad inspector by 2 pm on 
Wednesday for examination and 
investigation. “Please note that 
failure to comply with this no-
tice may result in legal action 
being initiated against you in 

accordance with law,” the notice 
stated.

According to the petition, the 
FIR dated May 8, 2026 was ini-
tially registered at the Pet Bash-
eerabad Police Station under 
Sections 74 (criminal force to 
woman with intent to outrage 
modesty) and 75 (sexual harass-
ment) of  the BNS, along with 
Section 11 read with Section 12 
of  the POCSO Act dealing with 
sexual harassment and non-
penetrative acts involving sexu-
al intent. 

Pocso case: Cops summon minister’s son 

Distance limit extended to 500m
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE Tamil Nadu Liquor Retail Vending (in Shops 
and Bars) Rules, 2003, had so far mandated the clo-
sure of  liquor shops situated within 50m (in urban 
areas) and 100m (in rural areas) from educational 
institutions and places of  worship. The latest or-
der now extends the restriction limit to 500m.

Officials added that staff  in the closed outlets 
will be accommodated in the remaining function-
ing ones.

Meanwhile, welcoming the initiative, the 
Tamil Nadu Tasmac Workers Association gen-
eral secretary T Dhanasekar urged the state gov-
ernment to also identify and shut FL2 licensed 
bars (private bars) and recreation clubs function-
ing within 500m of  educational institutions, plac-
es of  worship and bus depots.

“The government announcement has not men-
tioned FL2 licensed bars. If  such bars are also 
closed, the objective of  the government’s move 
will be fully achieved. There are 1,497 FL2 li-
censed holders across the state” he added.

AMMK’s lone MLA Kamaraj too backs TVK govt
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

MLAs S P Velumani and G Hari 
have been elected as the leader 
and deputy leader of  the legisla-
ture party. “We have no inten-
tion to split the AIADMK. We 
are only concerned about the 
party,” Velumani said.
   Countering this, on behalf  of  
the MLAs supporting EPS, MLA 
and former minister O S Mani-
an said they had letters of  all 47 
AIADMK MLAs declaring sup-
port to Palaniswami as the gen-
eral secretary and as the leader 
of  the legislature party. 
   “Their desire to attain posi-
tions of  power is making them 
(the Shanmugam faction) speak 
in such a manner,” he charged. 
Manian said 26 MLAs accompa-

nied their team when they met 
the pro-tem speaker.
   Agri S S Krishnamurthy, whip 
of  the EPS group, said a whip 
has been issued to all 47 MLAs 
to vote against the TVK govern-
ment on Wednesday during 
the trust vote. “If  they 
violate this, legal action 
will be taken,” he add-
ed. After the Secretari-
at episode, both AIAD-
MK factions visited the 
memorial of  late Chief  
Minister J Jayalalithaa and 
offered prayers.
   Meanwhile, National Demo-
cratic Alliance ally AMMK’s 
lone MLA, S Kamaraj, while fe-
licitating the newly-elected 
Speaker J C D Prabhakar, an-
nounced his support for the 

TVK government. Following 
this, the party’s general secre-
tary, T T V Dhinakaran, expelled 
Kamaraj from the party. As he is 
AMMK’s lone MLA, Kamaraj’s 
support to TVK won’t invoke 

the anti-defection law. 
   Asked about the two AI-

ADMK groups naming 
separate floor leaders 
and whips, for mer 
speaker M Appavu of  
the DMK said the final 

call on recognising the 
AIADMK legislature party 

and office-bearers rests with the 
Speaker, whose decision can 
only be challenged in court.
   Appavu said disqualification 
would not arise if  the rival fac-
tion had the support of  two-
thirds of  the AIADMK MLAs, 

allowing them to function sepa-
rately or even merge with an-
other party. 
   In the absence of  such a major-
ity, the Speaker would have to 
decide the issue, he said, noting 
that EPS had issued Form-B and 
the party symbol to all the 
candidates.
   Another former Speaker, P 
Dhanapal, who belongs to AI-
ADMK but is not in active poli-
tics, said action could be taken 
against MLAs who vote against 
the party line or leadership only 
after the legislature party lead-
er and chief  whip are elected, 
adding that, with both AIADMK 
factions staking a claim, the fi-
nal decision rests with the 
Speaker under prescribed 
guidelines.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Waive all crop, co-op loans: Farmers
Ramanathapuram: The Tamil Nadu Vaigai Farmers 
Association has urged Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C 
Joseph Vijay to waive all crop and cooperative loans 
availed by farmers across the state without imposing 
any conditions. In a statement, the association 
president MSK Bhakiyanathan appealed to the Chief 
Minister to intervene directly and issue a government 
order announcing a complete loan waiver. The 
association also demanded that the list of 
cooperative loan waivers be published online to 
ensure transparency. Further, it urged the state 
government to consult farmers’ associations directly 
before presenting the agriculture budget and to 
frame exclusive welfare policies for the farming 
community. The association also called for direct 
recruitment of staff in cooperative societies.  ENS

Man murdered by in-laws after spat
Thoothukudi: A 27-year-old man was hacked to 
death in Mullai Nagar following a dispute with 
his wife late on Monday. The SIPCOT police have 
arrested his two brothers-in-law. The deceased 
K Anthony Jesuraj, a construction worker near 
Ambedkar Nagar, had a dispute with his wife. 
She allegedly complained to her brothers, who 
had warned Jesuraj on various occasions. On 
Monday, the suspects, K Arunkumar (22) and K 
Selvakumar (21), along with two other friends, 
including A Sudhakar (29), picked up Jesuraj. 
The fourth suspect allegedly attacked him with 
a machete before fleeing the spot. The police 
shifted the body to the Thoothukudi medical 
college hospital for  postmortem. The SIPCOT 
police arrested Arunkumar and Sudhakar.  ENS

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs 
Bandi Sanjay Kumar along with his son 
Bandi Bhageerath Sai  |  FILE PICTURE

During the 
previous AIADMK 

regime (2011-
2021), the state 

government 
closed 500 

Tasmac shops in 
June 2016, 

followed by 
another 500 

outlets in 
February 2017. 
Subsequently, 

the DMK 
government 

(2021-2026) shut 
500 retail liquor 

outlets on June 
22, 2023.
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OTHER DISTRICTS - 333

OUTLETS TO BE SHUT 
FOLLOWING THIS GO

              e-Tender is invited from the eligible tenderers for the following work as per the procedure of CMWSSB under single cover 
system conforming to the Tamil Nadu Transparency in Tenders Act, 1998 and Rules 2000.
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER THROUGH e-TENDER

DIPR/1857/TENDER/2026 PURCHASE MANAGER

Sl. 
No.

Name of work and Tender No.
EMD amount  

in Rs
Availability of  

Tender Schedule
e-Bid Submission  

closing Date
e-Bid Opening Date

1

Supply and delivery of various sizes of Class 
K7 & K9 Ductile Iron pipes conforming to 
IS 8329/2000 to its latest revision including 
rubber gasket (EPDM) conforming to  
IS 5382/1985 to its latest revision for O&M 
works on ARC basis for the year 2026-2027. 
Tender No: MAT/OT/001/2026-27

Rs. 
1,17,000/-      

From 
14.05.2026 to                        

02.06.2026 upto  
3.00 P.M.

02.06.2026 
upto  

3.00  P.M.

03.06.2026 
at 

3.30 P.M

2
EMD by online transfer only through NIC Portal. The tenderer shall submit scanned copy of online transaction statement 
towards EMD as part of Tender document.

3
Availability of tender documents and e-bid submission is permitted through tender portal / website: www.tntenders.gov.in 
For all other details refer tender schedule in the website from 14.05.2026.


