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Russian President Viadimir Putin and China's XI lnping tour a photo exhibition
an Russia-China ties in Beijing on Wednesday | ase

China, Russia hail
‘unyielding’ ties

BEJING

CHINESE President Xi Jin-
ping hailed China and Rus-
sia's “unyielding” ties in talks
with Vladimir Putin on
Wednesday, as the pair met to
underscore their alliance
davs after Donald Trump's
own visit to Beijing.

In contrast to Trump's visit
last week, which vielded lit-
tle in the way of immediate
concrete announcements, Pu-
tin and Xi sipned a slew of
agreements on Wednesday on
trade, media and energy.

The two countries’ ties
have deepened since Mos-
cow's 2022 invasion of
Ukraine, as Russia has be-
come increasingly dependent
on China, its main oil cus-
tomer. Putin was received by
Xioutside Beijing's opulent
Great Hall of the People in
much the same fashion as
Trump last week, complete
with chanting children and

military fanfare.

But the language was much
warmer, with Xi telling the
Russian leader Beijing and
Moscow have “continuously
deepened our political mu-
tual trust and strategic coor-
dination with a resilience
that remains unyielding”,
Chinese state media said.

Opening talks, both were
gquick to laud their countries’
special ties as they extended
their treaty of “friendly
cooperation”.

Putin, guoting a Chinese
phrase, told Xi: “A day apart
feels like three autumns”,
adding that relations had
reached an “unprecedentedly
high level” despite “unfa-
vourable external factors”,
Russian media footage
showed.

In an apparent swipe at the
United States, Xi warned of
“unilateral and hegemonic
countercurrents running
rampant” in the world. AFP

China training Russian troops, says report

European intelligence agencies believe the Chinese military has

trained hundreds of Russian soldiers for fighting in Ukraine,
according to Germany's Die Welt newspaper which cited secret
documents it had seen., The Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA)
reportedly hosted covert training for several hundred Russian
soldiers late last year at six military bases in China, the newspaper
reported on Wednesday, citing the classified documents. The
training, according to the report, focused primarily on the
deployment of drones and electronic countermeasures, with many
of the Russians sent to fight in Ukraine soon after
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Ahmadinejad as prezwas US-Israel plan:NYT

Former Iranian leader, known for his hardline views, was consulted by US and Israel ahead of the start of war
War will expand beyond
W Asia if US strikes: Iran

WASHINGTON
S —————————————————

THE US and Israel were con-
sidering installing hardliner
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad as the
president of Iran as part of the
plans for regime change in the
Persian Gulf nation in the ear-
ly days of the war, according to
a media repaort.

Former Iranian President
Ahmadinejad, known for his
anti-Israel, anti-America views,
was consulted by the US and [s-
rael as they drew up war plans
targeting Iran, The New York
Times reported.

However, Ahmadinejad was
injured in an Israeli strike on
the first day of the war and
soon became disillusioned with
the plan for regime change, the
Times report said, guoting
American officials.

It said the Isracli strike at
Ahmadinejad’s residence in
Tehran was intended to free
him from house arrest.

Known for his frequent calls
to “wipe Israel off the map”
during his presidency from
2005-13, Ahmadinejad had be-
come critical of the Iranian
rulers, accusing them of cor-
ruption. In 2005, it was Ah-
madinejad who ended a freeze
on uranium enrichment.

He has been placed under
house arrest for the past few

X

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad

yvears and the [ranian rulers
had even disgualified him from
subsequent presidential elec-
tions. American officials told
the Times that the strike —
ried out by the Isracli Air Forooe
was meant to kill the guards
watching over Ahmadinejad as
part of a plan to release him
from house arrest. The attack
had Kkilled his boduguards.

That American and Israeli
officials saw Ahmadinejad as a
potential leader of a new govy-
ernment in Iran is further
evidence that the war in Febru-
ary was launched with the
hopes of installing more plia-
ble leadership in Tehran, the
report added,

An associate of Ahmadine-
jad confirmed to The New York
Times that the former [ranian
President saw the strike at his
residence as an attempt to free

him. The associate said the
Americans viewed Ahmadine-
jad as someone who could lead
Iran, and had the capability to
manage “[ran’s political, social
and military situation,” the
MNYT reported.

Ahmadinejad would have
been able to ' play a very impor-
tant role” in Iran in the near
future, the associate said, sug-
gesting that the United States
saw him as similar to Deley Ro-
driguez, who took power in
Venezuela after American fore-
es seized Nicolas Maduro and
has since worked closely with
the Trump administration, the
associate said.

The report also said US and
lsrael officials believed that the
regime would collapse under
intense political pressure soom
after the start of the war, allow-
ing for what the Israelis re-
ferred to as an “alternative gov-
ernment” to be established.

Enown for his hardline
views against the US, Ah-
madinejad appeared to make a
U-turn in when he argued fora
rapprochement between [ran
and the United States. “Mr
Trump is a man of action,”
Ahmadinejad had said. “He is
a businessman and therefore
he is capable of calculating
cost-benefits and making a de-
cision,” he said. Agencies

US lost 42 aircraft in Iran war: report

WASHINGTON

AT least 42 US aircraft,
including fighter jets and
drones, were lost or damaged
during Operation Epic Fury
launched on February 28 tar-
geting Iran, according to an
official report.

The number of aircraft dam-
aged or destroved may remain
subject to revision due to mul-
tiple factors, including classifi-
cation, ongoing combat activi-
ty, and attribution, said the
report by the Congressional
Research Service (CRS).

The aircraft losses and dam-

ages include four F-15E Strike

Eagle fighter jets, one F-35A

Lightning II fighter aircraft,

one A-10 Thunder-

bolt 1T ground-attack

aircraft, seven KC-

135 Stratotanker aer-

ial refuelling air-

craft, one E-3 Sentry

AWACS aircraft, two

MC-130J Commando

I special operations aircraft,

one HH-60W Jolly Green I1 heli-

copter, 24 MQ-9 Reaper drones

and one M@-4C Triton drone.
The CRS, which provides

policy and legal analysis to the

US Congress and committees,

compiled the losses by perus-
ing news reports and state-
ments by the Department
of Defence and the US
Central Command.
During a hearing
on May 12, Acting
Pentagon Comptrol-
ler Jules W Hurst I11
testified that the
department’s cost es-
timate for military operations
in Iran has increased to nearly
USD 30 hillion.

“A lot of that increase comes
from having a refined estimate
on repair or replacement costs
for equipment,” he said.  PTY

TEHRAN

IRAN'S Revolutionary Guards
warned on Wednesday that
the war would expand beyond
the region if the United States
and Israel resume attacks aftor
President Donald Trump said
he would strike again
unless Tehran agreed
a peace deal.

Tran's chief negotia-
tor Mohammad Bagh-
er Ghalibaf said on
Wednesday that the
United States was
seeking to restart the

___@

Ghalibaf said the US was
still hoping Iran would surren-
der and respond favourably to
Washington's “excessive de-
mands”, by maintaining eco-
nomic pressure and a naval
Mockade in place since April
13. “We must strengthen our
preparations for an ef-
fective and forceful re-
sponse to any potential
attacks,” he said, add.
ing that “Iran will nev-
er give in to intimida-
tion, under any
circumstances”,

Ghalibaf acknow]-

war and hoping the Is-. edged the economic
lamic republic would The enemy's pressure on Iranians,
surrender movements, both  While appealing for
“The enemy’s move- overt and “national unity™.

ments, both overt and  clandestine, show “Today it is clearer
clandestine, show that that despite than ever that we are
despite economic and ~_economicand  pnpaged in a war of
political pressure, it P““g‘;::"”“"‘- wills. Whoever wins
has not abandoned its ne this war will write
military objectives military objectives Iran’s history and de-
and is seeking to start termine its future,”
a new war,” Ghalibaf  MohammadGhalibaf,  he said,

said in an audio mes-  Fanian diplomat Meanwhile, Saudi
sage on his official Arabia’s Foreign Min-

wehsite,

Ghalibaf s remarks came as
Tehran and Washington esca-
lated threats while swapping
proposals to end the war, which
broke out on February 28. A
ceasefire has been in place
since April 8.

istor Prince Faisal bin Farhan
on Wednesday praised US Pres-
ident Donald Trump's decision
to “give diplomacy a chance”
after the US president an-
nounced earlier that he had
called off planned strikes on
Iran. AFP

Pakistan’s interior minister travels to Tehran

Pakistan's Interior Minister Mohsin Magvi travelled to Tehran on
Wednesday for the second time within a week for meetings with
senior lranlan officlals, amid Islamabad’s efforts aimed at

reviving the stalled Iran-U5 peace talks to end the war in West
Asia, Nagvi has departed for Tehran to discuss the US-lran peace
talks with Iranian |eaders, Geo News reported, citing sources,
“His departure comes as Islamabad continues to lead mediation
efforts between Washington and Tehran,” it reported. Iranian
official media has also reported the visit of Magvi to Tehran.
“Pakistan Interior Minister arrives in Tehran amid efforts to
mediate talks between lran, US,” Iran's state-run Press TV said
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